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The appended article was printed in the^ifew York Time* issue of Sunde 
September 22, 1940 and if baaed on proven facts ,should be of vital importance to our 
War Department as well as to that of other nations now controlled oy insane dictators. 

If ,as the author states,the teleforce has oeen perfected by Nikola iesla,At 
would be a measure of foresigktedness to insure his constant guarding against his beir 
molested ,possibly kidnapped and tortured,by alien, enemies for the purpose of seixing 
the secret of such an invaluable instrument of war and/or defense 


The foregoing is offered Just in case the article and its inferences have not 
been called to your attention. 










“Death Ray" for Planei 

Nikola (fr«*la, ona of the truly 
great in\^|ntora who celebrated hla 
elghty-fodth birthday on July 10, 
telle the!] writer that he stands 
r-ady to ; «dlvulge to the United 
i'tatea Government the aecret of hla 
* teleforce," with which, he aald, 
arrplane motor* would ba melted at 
a distance of 250 miles, ao that an 
Invisible Chineae Wall of Defenae 
would be built around the country 
i *galnat any attempted attack by an 
I enemy air force, no matter how 
! large. 

This “teleforce," he said. Is baaed 
H on an entirely new principle of 
physics that “no one has ever 
dreamed about," different fropi the 
, principle embodied in his inventions 
relating to the transmission of slec- 
[ trical power from a distance, for 
which he has received a number of 
basic patents. This new type of 
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper- 
S ate through a beam one one-hun- 
I dred-millionth of a square centl- 
meter In diameter, and could be 
\ generated frory a special plant that 
1 would cost no more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located at 
strategic points along the coast, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
' enough to defend tl\e country 
against all possible aerial attack. 
The beam woyld melt any engine, 
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven, 
and would also ignite the explosives 
I aboard any bomber. No possibla 
; defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wptUd be 
all-penetrating. -■ 

■j High Vacuum Ellmlnatod 
3 The beam, he states. Involves fou 
1 new Inventions, two of which al -1 
3 ready have been tested. On# of 

f K • I • r, _ .J ___ A. _, 


j these is a mefhod and apparatus J ths magnitude of the^teke^ 


j^for , producing rays r^j Viter 
inanlfcsUtiona^f er ! * JkStuk 
•Jr, eliminating*'the ; ^liali^lor a 
high vacuum; a second is a method 
and process for producing “very 
great electrical force"; the third 
Is a method for amplifying this 
force, and the fourth is a new 
method for producing "a tremen¬ 
dous electrical repelling force." 
This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to Its objec¬ 
tive, according to the inventor, 
will attain a potential of 50,000.000 
volts. s 

With this enormous voltage, he 
said, microscopic electrical parti¬ 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 
their nlission of defensive destruc¬ 
tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 
and has recently made a number of 
improvements in It. 

Mr. Tesla makes ons Important * 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would 
have to trust him. He would suf-' 
fer "no interference from experts." 

In ordinary times such a condi¬ 
tion would very likely interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be¬ 
ing what they are. and with the 
nation getting ready to spend bil¬ 
lions for national defense, at the 
same time taking Ln consideration 
ths reputation of Mr. Tesla as an 
inventor who always was many 
year# ahead of his time, the ques¬ 
tion arises whether it may not be 
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the construction of his 
teleforce plant. 

Such a Device “InvaluaMe** 

After all. J2.000.000 would he rela¬ 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfill# his promise the re¬ 
sult achieved would be truly stag¬ 
gering. Not only would It save bil¬ 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but It would also save many more 
billions In property that would 
otherwise be surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenees are 
as witness current evente in Eng¬ 
land. 

Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, a suicide equadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex¬ 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would make the Canal un¬ 
usable, in which case our Navy 
might find Itself bottled up. 
Considering ths probabilities In 
« ven chances were 

100.000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the 
odds would still be largely In favor 
a chance on spending 
$2,000,000. In the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
for many years and can testify that 
/he still retains full intellectual 
idcor, ths authorities in charge of 
the national defense should 
at once look Into the matter. The 
sum If insignificant compared with 
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I viih to acknowledge 
latter dated September 24, 194G, 
enclosure* 
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lour courts®jr and interest In bringing 
this information to my attention are indeed 
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter 
will receive appropriate consideration. 

Sincerely yours. 


John Idgar Hoover 
Director 
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PAGE TWO 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTyiNTO HIS CUS-' 

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, AMeCHMBEX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY . 
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL 
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL' 
MBU CX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE¬ 
PORT HE WAS mmn VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT nssk MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW 
QUOTE KMMR PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP¬ 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND .GREECE, UNQUOTE. 

SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 
IS IMC! DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULu 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTROL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, 

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH¬ 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WWK COULD NOT BE REVIEWED W 
m r EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL¬ 


OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
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unknown subjects. zammmmm pant experiments an 

'ISLA, DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - M. NIKOLA TESLA, ON 
STANDING SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED 
:EEN FORTY THREE AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, NEW YORK 
LIFETIME. HE CONDUCTED MANY EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECT 

THE DEATH RAY. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FURNISHED 
THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES A 
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF 
VITAI.J7F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, A 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP THEM FROM FALLINSPIN! 

UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE UN 
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WAS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS T 
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BEL I EV^^BBBWHE RE 
STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT KOSANOVICK WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO 
TO THE ENEMY. •''SPANEL ADVISED G TWO HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, AS l 

WELL AS MR WORKIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON, CONCEDING | 
THE ABOVE. SPANEL WAS ALSO INTELEPHCNIC COMMUNICATION WITH DR D 
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REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOS 
►: THEM. ELOYCE FIT23ER AL1 
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L02AD0, ONE OF THE ADVISORS TO VICE PRESIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS 
MATTER, AND L02AD0 TOLD SPANEL THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 

INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME 
IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO PRESERVE 39VK THEM. ELOYCE FITZGERALD. AN 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD EEEiJ QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS LIFE 
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT CM JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN 
FORTY THREE, SAVA KCSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE MUS¬ 
EUM AND LABORATORY FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWEZEY OF ONE SIX THREE MILTON 
STREET, BROOLKYN, NY, WE NT TO T ESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH j 

THE ASSISTANCE OF ALOCKSMITH BROKE INTO A SAFE WHICH TESLfl. 1 
HAD INKIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDING 7t\ 
IMPORTANT 3MHK ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN THE _J 
PAST MONTH, TESlA TOLD FIT2-GERALS T HAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION Wlin 
THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF.,ELECTRICAL POWER HAD BEEN COMPLETED ANIW,osnW 
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Nikola Tesla, one of the world T s outs 

the electrical field, died at his residence in 

York City, on January 7> 1943. In the course, of jja HE H eB ^B 

many experiments with respect to the transmission nSPgfwfrJ 

of radio and what is commonly celled the>*Y)eath e: 

*■ — - k - • * t * 

resoect to the wireless transmission of electrical power wer< 


Mr. To Is on_ 

Mr. E.A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

/Mr. Harbo_ 

/Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nea8e_ 

Mias Beahm_ 

Mi8a Gandy_ 

New 
lucted 
febv means 

Bv/ith 

■ tc have 


bee', cot pitted and perfected, and Tesla had also comj^yed a^d a 

revolutionary type of torpedo which is not in use prec< 

tine. The specifications, explanations of the basi^bJjipriec, ^jjP^rkiog mod! 
of Tesla's scientific endeavors a~e reported to be effects, s 1 c- i: 

reported to b&ve some 80 trunks in different places "containing transcripts end 
oler.s havin'- to do with his experiments well as a workin~ model of ore of 


[h present 
.og models 
’eslc* is 


:.sns na v. 


ns exo 1 


is developments ir t/.e sefetv deposit box at the Governor Clinton Hotel. 
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Information c.cncemlrg/Tesla 1 s experiment|:^MLan^© n reported to the 
%Jiew York Office by A. N J SpanelAxd Bloycd Fitzgerald, the latter an electrical 
engineer w- o had been o/^ite close to Tesla. Eoto of these individuals have 
indicated that r.o steps have been taken to preserve Tesla’s records and models 
or to keep tuem from ^ailing into the hands of individuals sympathetic to the 
Axis covers. 


^ Tesla has a distant relative by the name of SavalKosanovich, whom he 

h/ intensely disliked. Kosanovich is reported to be taking s^eps to get possession 
of these important documents and plans, and Spanel believes there is a strong 
livelihood that Kosanovich will make such information available to the enemy. 

On January 7, 1943, hosar.ovioh, accompanied .by George\Clark, in charge of tre 


ch, accompanied .by ?-eorge\Clark, in charge of tre * 
Museum and Laboratory for RCA, and Kenneth-Ewezey of Vrooklyn, New York, entered 
Tesla's rooms at the Yokel New Yorker where, with the aid of & locksmith, 
broke irtc a safe ir- which Tesla kept some of capers, i^cl 

important electrical formulae, designs, et cetera.£ >£) ~ ' 

INDEXED f0 ^ ^ 

lir. Spanel, in ad. lit i or. to reporting these develo pner.ts ^ the Bureau, 
hes also advised the headquarters of the Military Intellige ice Division, a *.Jr. 
v ictory! ? or ^ n ° r ~ :ie Uepartuf-nt of Justice in Washington, e i <T^r.jiVN i =1^01943? 

K of the advisors to Vice President Yallace. Lczedo ah/ised Spanel thatfrvTe 

4 BUY Government w&s vitally interested in the effects of ™esla and requ^lMA that 


y,p 3j_r J 


^VICTORY! 


’esla and req\. 


Spanel loose no time in doing all he could tc piy> serVe-them. 
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The Few York Office was instructed to dis 
with the State's Attorney in hew Y^rk City with the 
Vosanovich into custody on a burglary charge and ob 
which Kosanovich is reported to have taken from Tes 
out that any activities pursued by the State's Atto 
a most secret fashion in order to avoid any publici 
inventions. The New York Office was also instructe 
Court in order that stops could be placed against tk* 
hir hotel and any other points, in particular, the 
have in order that no one ney enter tVrc without a Sure 
present and every precaution taken to preserve the secrec 
The Few York Office is to keep the*Bureau advised of all de 

?.esoectfullv. 
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IFebcral Surrnu of inurstigatioti 
Mmtcb Stairs Department of ihisttce 
ffiashington, D. iff. 

January 12, 1943 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD on 


Mr. 

To1 son 

Mr. 

E. A. Tamrri_ 

Mr. 

CleKE 

Mr. 

Glavin 

Mr. 

Ladd 

Mr. 

Nichols 

Mr. 

Rosen 

Mr. 

T r a c v 

Mr. 

Carson 

Mr. 

Coffey 

Mr. 

Hendon 

Mr. 

Kramer 

Mr. 

McGui re 

Mr. 

Harbo 

Mr. 

Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele 

i. Room 

Mr. 

Nease 

Miss 

Beahm 

|m i s a 

? pand/^- 


On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. Smith called me (\\iiss; Candy 
in connection with the death of Nikola-'Tesla . He acA/ 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibility 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks ofi 
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood\kat 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 
was tdking some action. He desired to know whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would sei 2 e possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith 
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact 
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian's"office, there did not appear to be any action 
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la itdt to your inquiry by telephone 
on March 29, 1950, concerning certain technical pe pgr* whieh^ 

belonged to the lata Nikol^rTeala# •- 


ToLmo. 


cu«_ 

71*rln_ 

llcbolfl 


»%C 7 _ 


ils. Hoc* 


KJ. 


From an examination of our files, w# hare-been 
Able to determine that thie Bureau has merer been in possess ion, 
as hod been indicated to you, of a copy of Dr. Taeli^fl papers. 


Very sincerely yo u rs, 2 

Sjl *agar Hoov— 



i CO‘<Q»; . (I j’ 
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Director, FBI 
SAC , New York 


April 17, 1950 


SAVA fc. KOSAiOVIC 

h?tf:i«al secukiti-tu 

(ftuflle 65-4TO53) 


Rebulet da tod Apzll 3 last* 

On April 7, 1950 agents of this offios ifltcrrimd Mr* J*V* POTTS, 
Vino President of tbs Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 
4 7th Avenue, Wee Yozk City, and at that tins It. POTTS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all persona gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate fore sotting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to tha goods* 


In a review oa the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
IDT LA TESLA, Wli* POTTS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself* This one 
occasslon took place on January 2b and 27, 1943, at which tine representatives 


of the Alien Property 
of the TliSL/ estate. 


Custodian aade & through review of the entire effects 

/V / k'o L /i I es.Lfo 


The TESIA effects aze stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage 'a 
warehouse at 52nd Street 4 7th Avenue, Wew Tork City* HR* MICHAEL KDTG* who 
stated he had been floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he oould recall only the one occasion in early 1943 
wher. an examination was made of the TESLA effects* He stated that at that 
time numerous photographs wars taken by the examiners* His description of 
tbs eq ilpment used would tend to show that a microfilm reproduction was made 
of acme of the papers of the deceased scientist* IEu HWO added that several 
of the group making the examination wore D*S* Mavy uniforms, and during the 
two days required to ocmplat# the examination the civilian assistants In the 
group were identified to him only aa "FKTCHAL AUTHORITIES** According to ISt* 
CFO, no other instance of microfilming of the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place slnoe that time* 

* / 

It should b. noted that tba Bureau waa Info rood of tha examination Mo¬ 
tioned above by He* York letter (with attactawnta) dated Ootober 17, 1945* 
entitled UK KNOW SUBJECT; SAVA KDSAMOVICHi Sxperinente k Reeearoh of KIK'U 
TESLA (BLeceased), Kapionage-M. 
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Latter to Director, FBI 

mr 105-1391 


UR. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from 
SAVA N. ©SANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed hi*, in any •way, that an ex¬ 
amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR. 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has been in the 
fora of bills for storage. 

)gt. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such Inquiries hare been made* 

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned above, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action Is contemplated by this 
office. CIDSED. 


Minneapolis 14,.. 
August 18, 1952 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 


vr-aaisuva-. 





In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working 
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several years, I have been engaged In a study of extensive 
compass and detail concerning the researches a/id writings of 
the late, world renowned scientist, Dr. Nikola JTesla. At con¬ 
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which include: 

1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 

2) Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's 
items 1 '. 

4) A collection of issued patents. 



Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe¬ 
cific information desired is lacking. 

As I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of 
19-43. 
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The purpose of this seizure, as described 


was to determine whether these 
leading toward advancements in 
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in numerous articles, 
capers contained suggestions 
the field of science 
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Now It seems tnat sufficient time has elapsed for an Inves¬ 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been released 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, Oifice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed Certain works, writings and research studies 
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
file8 on the researches of Tesla". 

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am especially Interested in the research work in which Tesla 
was engaged in his later years. There are various unpublished 
works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume 1 of his work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of which was In effort to secure the Pierre 
(lutzman Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 


Very truly vours. 



August 1952 



With reference to your letter of 
August 16, 1952, our files disclose that 
the effects of Nikola Tesla were taken into 
custody at the time of his death by the 
Office of Alien Property, and not by this 
Bureau • Consequently, you may wish to 
communicate further with that agency, which 
may be addressed as follows: (65-47953) 

Assistant Attorney General 
Rowland F. Kirks 

Director, Office of Alien Property 
United States Department of Justice 
101 Indiana Avenue, N . W. 

Washington 25, D • C • 

Sincerely yours. 


r llohn Edgar Hoover 
- ' lF. Director 



MAIL £u 10 

AljftOri { 


cc - 1 - Assistant Atti^wy general (with copu off 
Rowland F , Kirks i^omi/ng) 

Director*-Office of Alien Property ' 

United States Department of Justice 
101 Indiana Avenue, N. r # ,, r ** 

Washington 25, D. C. • • fS W it! 
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\j Scr iu 1^52: 


No reference Bureau files o n correspon dent 
in 1/i nnesota .. 8-22-52.. ,pe 
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Standards (Em 2-4040, extension 623) celled on the afternoon 
zf Kay 4 , 19:,3. 




that he had been reading a book entitled, 
"Tb^SproeKZinTGenUgS - The Life of Nikola Tesla ' by John J. 
sQ 9 Neill, whom w^^^Rdescribed as a science a New 

rvrk newspamei^^^^tti sher - Ives I.ashburn) 9 WK^KKmoted in this 
book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla f s roomfoE^wing his death 
on January 7, 1943, opened h .is s^^^examined his papers, and 
took over^^^^^orsoncl files . SHjjBscid this appeared on rage 
277 . M r,m |stated that Tesl^^^s the father of modern 
power en^rx^^ng, being responsible for the inve nii on of the 
A. C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering 
feats. lie inquired (l) if the papers and works of Tesla were in 
zne possession of the Qvreau, qncf (2) if so, were they available 
for r~vi.:v) in view of tieir scientific importance. 


Qj I told K 

taking Tesla 9 s files 
check on the matter. 


that the statement concerning the Bureau^ 
not seem very logical but that I would 


The Bureau, 9 s files reflect that shortly after the death 
of Tesla in his hotel room, in New York City on January 7, 1943, 

Sava Kosanovichf a distant relative, and other■individuals 
entered his room and opened the safe, examining certain materials 
which he possessed . On January 8, 1943, Kr. L. N. C . Smith of 
the Department advised Mr. Tamm that he was concerned about the 
possibility of enemy agents confiscating sone of the trunks of 
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was ) 
taking some action regarding these effects , Since the matter axis';." 
being handled by the Office of Alien Property Custodian, the Ureau 
did not make any inquiries into this situation. (o5-47953-6y 


It is noted also that ±r^^Bureai^*ec^Uj^l 

M m r 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was szv.ayi 

o.l encine erinn at the Milwaukee School of Enaineer ing and 

sc'o 7- fX. 
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S' T r? rro 

] - L'r.^ Nichols 
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v-as interested in the life end works of Tesla. ^^^^^Mptcted 
ihat he understood at the time Of Tesla’s dcath^on^^Dureau 
took his manuscripts and experiment df^af^r national security. 
x he Bureau on April 22, 194Q, adv isedWKKKKMthai the effects of 
Tesla were handled by the Office of A^^^^Tooerty and not by the 
FBI.(65-47953-18) 


I call ed I r .^^^^^Kthis morning and told him that it was 
the office of Alien and not the FBI uhich took over the 

effects of Tesl a following his death. Accordingly, I suggested 
that l'rttK/K^tmight wish to communicate with the office of 
Alien for further inf or mat on concerning this matter. 


The book "Prodigal Genius - The Life of 
is not in the Bureau Library . A copy is being o 
the Librcry of Congress. It v'ill be examined tc 
specifically the reference made to the Bureau’s 
pagers • At th$t time a determination can be mad 
further action should be taken. 


Mikola Tesla 
btained from 
determine 
taking these 
e as to what 




ADDEMDIV: LLL;mer 5-14-53 

Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla," 
describing Tesla f s death, contains the following statement: 
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation came and opened 
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the war." 

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt 
that any particular purpose would b^s^ued by raising an objection 
with the publishers at this time. individual who raised 

the question, has been set straigh^an^^xh erefore, no further 
action is being takei . 
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TO : 
v *FROM : 

v> 

SUBJECT: 


Ir. GZGRuI H. SCHZZFF, JR. t ord Ec*d^ .Near "fcochelle, New York, 

advised that he received Uo letters froa , 127 Seymou r 

Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, .Kinresota, photostafit^pbjj^es of which are 
heir*, fur:. 1 shed the zureau end MirjieapoTis. r : 

Mr. SCHZRTF stated that he was an associateyiaf. jflKCLA JPPSLA in 
1914 and that for many years his father had been Ir. rCTt^^Jprivete secretary, 
r. SChZrjjT said that he never heard of LZLi‘1 I. A'^GfeSGST did he ever 
of a:r* of the razes mentioned in AlTZhSCM* S letter! 


4*1. 

hear 


,eted that he has quite a bit of 
ir. his possession and he didn 1 1 iinov whether cr not they 
to a foreign c overnsient. 



1 S writings 
be of value 




Mr MJ. ’ is an Ir.?-h*ecr.- t» ith Consolidate'* Id iS w * 4OT W W ¥-orlt- 


scnjl^ej^f isr^' , ‘ to hi. t. _ . he iLfd^hi tn^y shb\h 



. J-v"' ^ 

ui;--o;it to the c*i>Veir&lu?: of the proper author i^irr, iwyjh/r^^ M>ov< 

^ A *" n/^ 

Mr. Ffl'in. stated that Lf. there was anythin wrong v\AtA> th^gy ^hrl ? - 
ter *. 1.. he. b<® wr ll*» n q CS £/v>r*%ratc_ with the £fil. v " 


be wiUjnj CB a>£f*r^tc_ with the ££I 
tfei farther active iS beca<§ ta&en ty the V C£fiC£ v U&CB. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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127 Scyntour Avcr.uc so 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


v P George K. Scfeerff. 

‘^.Scacwj ^ * 0 RK 

ttestenes> 


February 3> ^95^ 


tc lav sincere no?*. tedwith Tesia. 

» S’W* Mer - “ . .o-M of Te,l» ^"SSS'w. 

.«« w-SfeSSS SS 

8S&5* j:e^f^ST m^JSS/SSS* 

travel am. Oe.. ng 0 f Tesia s 0 4 f int erestin<i - 

original co-«‘* 9 octa lned a nuM- ^ there 

»» 4 10 ‘ f . ,,,c ago 0 » ouslnesa, so»e 

, -m »»«s *s«irwtorWJ^,s8. 
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... Very truly sours. 


Un.vers^ty Station, Box 13S 
Q MINNEAPOLIS • 14 • MJNNESOTV'il 

To Tho 6 e Who Are Interested In the Life and Work of 
Dh. NIKOLA TESLA 


V 


Following the death of Dr. Nikola Tesla on the 7th of J.-n.iu-l^-j 
Hr. John J. O'Neill, forner Science Editor of the IK\- York Hen: ■ Trlbu-e 
presented the biography * " * 

PIiODICUL SEN INS 
The Life of Nikola Tesla 


r in On- 


- a memorable tribute to on^ of the most outstanding figures in the 
tire field of electrical science.. Many reading this biography iJarnea 
of Nikola Te 3 la for the first time, despite his nonumentcus* achievements 
with v/hich he has von world-wide acclaim in scientific circles £ven 
those closely associated with the fields cf science and engineering dis¬ 
covered a remarkable story not generally known of the brilliant genius 
Tesla whoso sensitive personality ar.d seclusion kept his fame in a shadow 

The TE S LA. - J N Th HI J AT IC .* .A 1 organization is being established in the 
United States in name and inner of Dim Nikola Tesla by those Glaring a 
mutual interest in his lift and works. The organization has as it 3 


meats in the realms of pc.-y..base power transmission and telecommunicate 
It would be the duty of t:L? organisation to co all in its newer that tv- 
name of Tesla win in the ty-s of the nation the fame deserving of a V\Tv 
greav American for his contrications to science, industry, and to this * 
country. 

A Journal of the Tr- £ LA-1iT LH* AT J OMA J. organization was is sued torhv 
nlng the month of November. Yyf*. In addition to iters of rec nt ana' 
historical interest r^iutc d to 1 \* r. , tne journal will include 

1) A formal roster of all those vho h a v* an interest in the tesla 

organization and wish 1 c ruri . 7 e in its activities 


~) 


U) 


An cpportunity 0 1 e r. 1 1ria 1 ..cf: r 
threugh the medium of the jcu nai. 


members 


the cr-an: ratio; 


A comprehensive bibli c : ra,rL cal listing of all available a*3c 
concerning Tesla, whic 0 wcuid include a cataloring cf th*- 
collections of Tesliana net rurally known Such a l!-t n* wll 
be of particular Importance to scholars in the research fit id.* 

A presentation of hith- rto urpublished writings and analyes of 
To 3 la s technical research si ..die r as tney become available. 


The Journal of the T; 
coming at intervals of l£ 
10 issues. Membership In 
current with subscription 


5!-Ji-AhTmn:iATIUNAL organization will be 
~ ^ months. Subscription rate is $:i. CG 
t.tc 1 -Su.-.-INTERNATIONAL organlration 3.3 
to the Journal. 


forth- 

for 

con- 
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^TESLA-INTERNATIONA^i 

'.'i .'C'S ‘y Station. Bor 125 
W.NNEAFOLiS • 14 • MINNESOTA 


IK-yOHTAtJT ANNOUNCEMENT 


«r* c . Members of the TESLA-JN’TIIR!:ATIONAL organization 
and thOc.e in cel este! In the works of 
Dr Nikola Tesla 


hAKK 

EDIT K.N_ iv. 

“I nr 

T ^ * f ^ ^ ® /. • .• 

4 ll^W.lv C 


f ''j-zFsj'SrJ*. -/ll. Vlii 0 ° ^ Tes la w 
h,y 

f ; ac Co;a :-e j-ro:*d Mar tin 


Tnrcvurh special h.’. It is with great pleasure that 

the TdSi-ji- ' It!, organization announces the reprinting 

of th. s clans'. c of l. r cimical literature.. 

oeng reocjv :.r/;a &r. f..e r.cii Inprriant and significant work, 
or*, the s&r.V t .vs or Tesla, a great demand for this 

boo;.* 1c k:: 110 ! psteo, ?.-£? ;w:^L..?TXP wDjJTlCJN IS 
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speoi&i printing rate is only $b^CQ 
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frier is of \ he '. hi 1 Ih?ibv..vT2 C&-V, organization. 
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Hr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 
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Brooklyn 22, “ 

June 25, If Wir.frr-wd 

Tele. Ivo»*m . 

Mr. Ho!)* roan ... 
Miss Gandy 


Dear 


Mr 


Hoover: 
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V ✓ ' 's 

Back in 1943, the local Alien Property 
Custodian searched through ^he belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, Ni kolaT jesla^ stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in TTew %ork City. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla 1 s 
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovic had 
been Minister of State under the King’s government, later 
became Ambassador to the CJnited States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade). 


According to the attorney who handled the 
Tesla estate, Mr. Philipx^ittenberg . the Alien Property 
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have 
a letter from the Office 6f Alien Property, dated March 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. ^j 

In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla’s hundredth birthday 

next year-which will be participated in by leading 

scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 

universities-I have just discovered, however, that 

Tesla’s solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 


if 


As a friend who had known Tesla well ^ 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic im 
Tesla’s room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he died/AC/ 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla’s safe. Among 
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of 
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept 
out the book of greetings (i mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr. 
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian’s office), but 
everything else, including the medal and the keys, was 
replaced and the safe was loS*^. RECORDED - 8? /£# 


>y the 


M 


‘.’'Except when it vras iniff?§$%d 
Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened «n$j^L £t 

,J,. r. 

QZ J’J 1 . 1 1 1 955 *'iUI^27 1955 
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an. /ed in Belgrade (where Tes-. .*s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovicf had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated. 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
for it. 

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 

electric power universally available, Tesla-probably 

more than any other one man-helped put America on top of 

the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison Medal 
was the only material evidence left of this country*s 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeared 

-to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen 

overseas for whom he had done nothing-seems a tragic 

^denouement. /, w ^ 

Johnj^Ne^I, in 1 his biography of Tesla, states that 
the FBI broke into Tesla* s safe on the day he died, and 
an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this, ± 
know this isn 1 t true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter 1 s search in the warehouse. 

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement 
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin. 
and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 

whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen-and who 

might have been responsible. 

With best regards and sincere appreciation for any help 
you can give, 


Sincerely, 

-(V\ * 

Kenneth M^C^wezey I' ■ 

P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month 1 s POVJER 

magazine which outlines Tesla*s contribution to the electric 
power industry. 


LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR « MAY 1 955 • ESTABLISHED 1882 


Power 


Strange Genius 


A sk any croup of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and 
distribution. You’ll wind up with an impressive list— 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo¬ 
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen¬ 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the 
‘‘battle of the systems” held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un¬ 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer¬ 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real¬ 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen¬ 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 
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But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly¬ 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com¬ 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro¬ 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was.brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce¬ 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per¬ 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA 


mnCOMTMN® 

iW° 
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Largely thru a young American engineer’s efforts, the 
world today is re-scanning jhe record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola Tesl a. Of late, even the big-tirine 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas¬ 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. 

The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time 
Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a 
pauper is Leland T > T^Andersop. head of the Tesla Society, 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. 

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in¬ 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub¬ 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans 
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a 
fascinating editorial, "Strange Genius", by the POWER mag¬ 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi¬ 
torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla’s polyphase system^ /, 
described by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event inj 
all engineering history.!' 

Editorialis t Louis f^Bowler, according to the TESLIAN. 
answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla’s im¬ 
portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity 
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing,' he suggests: “It 
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora¬ 
tion of the I 00th anniversary of .Nikola Tesla’s birth (July 1 0, 
1*956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely 
genius who changed our world for the better.’’. 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting 
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre¬ 
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. 

£ To- d u p l i r^e . m jjris ^issue and 

w^ iirge fed!our readers to endorse it w\th meu^aijjhatrirea: Bend 
c^VxTip\cVd peiJtK*" # 
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- s burgh, Pennsylranic 


Office PA.6WU mdum • united siIJTes government 


TO 


FROM 


< L. V. BOARDUAN . (/ 

•a. e. Beirut} 


Tolson 

DATE: June 29, 1955 Bo '' d 


o / 

* UB J BCT: NIKOLA TESLA 

UISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG 


ALL INFORMATION CO'.'TAuJ.*».■ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

PATE^il_BY^k4^ 


Belmbnt / 

Harbo_ L 

Mohr_ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen_ 

Tamm _ 

Sizoo_ 


linrerrowd _ 
Tele. Room _ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy_ 


Nikola Tesla, a native of Jugoslavia, was a famous electrical 
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many 
years . In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swezey, 
Brooklyn, New York, advises he is gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in 
1956 . Swezey'relates he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by 
friends after his death and advises the contents were thereafter 
replaced and\ihen impounded by the United States Alien Property 
Custodian • Later the safe was removed to Belgrade, Jugoslavia, to be 
installed inTli Tesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold 
Edison medal he had been awarded • Swezey is seeking to locate the 
medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that 
OAP held none of Tesla's property. Swezey states he has heard, the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the 
l Edison medal • Re FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the 
<Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John O'Neill it 
was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands ). Swezey notes this same comment 
appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks 
in the June, 1955, "CoronetSwezey says he knows FBI did not do this . 
1 Bufiies not pertinent re Swezey . Bureau did not enter into Tesla 
safe matter upon Department's advice it was being handled by OAP • 

Bureau previously aware of comment in O'Neill's book . Per files 

f inks was officer of American Civil Liberties Union in 1930-40; staff 
ember of Communist l*m newspaper "The Anvil" 1933-37; member of ft 

Writers '"CUA repor++1944j; close f~irnd of 
do rted CP member and suAP^jcked underground member - 
1945 Sinks requested for his use as author data re Bureau's 
mi^rojilm procedure • Was advised no such data available for publication 
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Memorandum For Mr. Boardman 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached letter be sent to Swesey advising Bureau 
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the 
matter was handled by OAF. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of 
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in 
"Coronet" article • 
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^ - *'r.. Belmont 
x '1r. Boardmcn 


June 30, 2.935 


r: - 
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Mr. Kenneth M.^wesey 
163. KlltonStreet 
Brooklyn THT, MiW Tork 

Dear Mr. Smesey: 


INFORMATION CONTAINED 

; Eli-IS UNCL^^Fjg) 

(Original 


With reference to your letter of JuyT\25, 
1955, our ftlee disclose the effects of Mikola^Tesla 
mere taken into custody after his death by the Office 
of Alien Property and not by this Bureau. 



Since me did not participate in the 
handling of Mr. Tesla 9 s effects, me are unable to 
supply the information you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

J ’ £d « a ? floover 


"P 


John Id gar Hoover^ ° 3 Q ^ 7 & ^ 

RECORDED - 7S Di ^ et °i£ ^E9& : 


MOTE : INDEXED *26 . M JUL 1 ,955 

A cover memorandum \)Mob B elmon t to^S+a-t^man 
was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-29-55 III 'FonnectTon with 
this outgoing mail. -/* 
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August 1, 1955 


Mr. J. jidgar Hoover, 

FedersJL bureau of Investigation, 
V. r a shing ton, D. C. 


Bear ^r. Hoover: 


In his book, "Prodigal 
0'1'eil says, on page 
room, opened his steel 
contained. 


Genius’ 1 , j-he BiTe of i;ikola Tesla, Hr, •»*ohn 
£77, that the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hotel 
safe and removed from it, the papers it 


'••as tnere ever any publication of what these papers contained 0 If 
so, could you inform me where I might obtain a copy of such 
publication? 


if there was no 
If' years, would 


publication of the Safe's content, 
it be improper to publish them? 


after more than 


If there was 
no particula 
might learn 


r.o publication of the safe's content, but th 
r secrets found there in, could you inform me 
what the safe contained? 


re were 
where I 


An;.' information on this natter 
ifisnl'Z you for your trouble. 


".Ill be appreciated. 



u-ami&t 

4 

u • tnrxm \ 
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August 11, 1955 




Mt&fi 




oj</omfa 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


,t-4 S 


Tour letter dated August 1, 1955 9 has 
been received, and in response to your inquiry, I 
mould like to advise that our files reflect that 
the effects of Nikola Tesla mere taken into custody 
after his death by the Office of Alien Property and 
not by this bureau. 

Since ice did not oarticirate in the handling 
of Mr. Tesla's effects, me are unable to supply the 
information you requested. 

£inceroiy yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 


MOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on c orrespondent* This 
type of reply utilised by Internal Security Division in 
Toils on —, -L _ answering similar inquire* on 6/30/55 . (65-47953-33) 

Cover memo from Ur. Belmont to Ur. Boardman dated 6/29/55 
8e * ou * bQckground of this matter which concerned the death 
gr-.r.tjj ~ ~ °f Tesla, a. famous electrical inventor « Bureau was not 

.:Vr__ involved in this matter, and the opening of the safe wien- 

' — tioned was done by the Office of Alien Property . 
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!!r. "ohii Ddgar Hoover, 

Federal bureau Of Investigation. 


i.asningoo:: 7 ,.;. 


Dear 1 A r. Jloovor; 


September 10., 1355. 


cfering to 123 - letter 
to me, August 11th., r 
..ikola°Tesla. 


u *I 

1.0 you August first, this year — your letter 
eletive t/O the matter of the papers of ?j—. 


Or. August 26, I wrote the office 
matter, indicating that I had re 
that it v/as their department v/hi 
into custody - not yours.. 


of Alien Property regarding this 
C . ei 7 e ^ ^ ne ^Form^tion from you 
cn haa taken the ^esla ^ropert} 7 " 


D 


l h F S £ lettcr f£0m !Ir - IIenr 5 r G. Milken - that Department - File 
-*S®; * C r~ S i I: ? lk 017-3503, m which I am told that office 
neve, haa custoay, nor nas vested, any property of Mikola Tesla”. 

th , i£ . H£ ^ t r: ;7ith ” ou - because it was stated in Mr. 

0 Je_ll s boo., onat io -./as your department who opened Tesla's safe £ 

-1 T »r /Mi U . v... X* _f 1 _ _ . . _ - 


# — v- —x-w.- w^*^** w ..xxv uuviitu ‘CDid 1 5 sai f 

Lf?f J 2 ^ n erin § Il£VS any further suggestions along lines Iv 

iuig.iv icllov: to ootair. some information in this regard? * 


ThanI: you for 


'our tine 


trouble. 


f .u 



Kit 




1 


0 

•h 


* ^ 


V 




i 
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reco:-- . 

. 1NDLXED-12 

7- c>y 

' ' -il — - — ~ I ^ -“—^- 



September 20, 


1955 



f,\ L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED/] , 

pftTF 


19 55.I* 


& 


I have received your letter dated September 10, 


, ncc A t V ° U " ere adoiaed b V letter of August 11, 

I955j this Bureau toes not connected in any respect with 
the acquisition or custody of the effects of Nikola Tesla . 
and it is therefore not possible to furnish you any 
additional information. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: 


v/ 


bTC 


... 


if <7--> 


By letter 8-11-55, we referred^^^M Ho the Office of 
Alien Proverty, which Office wa^ffif&Zd to have 

“65-4 795 ?-6j° dl/ Tesla ’ s e ff ec * 3 subseouent to his deai 


i JRH; 

(3) 

vjs ^ 

/ " 

/J 
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'FORMATION OBTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIED 


RECOGNITION FOR TESLA — 

(Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing br^ow.) 

. the Tesla SOCIETY 

University Station. Box 135 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


(date) 


(city & state) 

Hon. Arthur E. Summerficld i 

Postmaster General, Postofficc Dept. , 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: I 

Nik ola Tes la’s contributions toscience. indu;try, and to his adopted 
country have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys¬ 
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence. 

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla's birth (1856-1943). 




(signed) 


^' % 
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Alone 




flTS’i--, . In r in d somethin'! 
5 ,S^W' re J,Ul'»nc>cr 

nc .ionnjti'fr 

ifesss:; 

3 #lsS;Ss 

,m| Tf,c invention of a 
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erator—p ut Tesla’s name amni^ 
jhe w orld's inp se TrSMjT ^ 

"Train his iiyyent^^Pprunt; the 
iiuliistri^j OfiE.Vf Jiveut lor with¬ 
out his alternating current, there 
would l>r no mass production of 
nutoinohilrs, nirernft, refrigerators; 

no great wa trr-powrr dams and 
generating plants, no Dicsel-clcctric 
trains; we could not have developed 
radio, television or atomic power. 

The d irr rt current that Edison 
winked with— a lee h ie force at l>e st 
— Could be..sent no more t han a 
CQltpIc of mile s over wires beca use 
its powrrjeakejl away rapidly into 
the surryynding ajujospljiic. Lights 
near the power station might burn 
I»t i»»htly and steadily, lint those near 
the end of the line would he dim 
and fluttering. 

Tesla sold his basic alternat ing- 
r c urrent patent s in 1KX H. for a_mil- 
I limi dull.ns dim n. Mv 1 K'ts, the fir st 
J great pimrr .st ati on a t Niag ara Falls 
lij.il licrnl>oilt, and hy the end of 
lK')f», two more Tesla generators 
had lieen installed. Within a few 
years, the pace of life over half the 
earth had changed from a crawl to 
a fast gallop —and it has been gath¬ 
ering speed ever since. 

r |MIF M\\ W H O, by his Inil li.mt 
* idea of a “rotating magne tic 
field*" changed die face YiTthc eart h 
and the living ha bits of th e hiniiai) 
race was a C roat, Ijorn inT757 in 
Smiljan, a village in what is now 
Yugoslavia, but was then pari of the 
old \umio-I bmgaiian Lmpiic. 

When he was atmtii si\, Nikola 
Tesla’s father, the village priest, 
was transferred to a larger parish 
in the city of Gnspic. There, the 
lad grew up and perferted his ear¬ 
liest “inventions.” Of these, his fa- 

11 (• 


p vnritr was an “engine” powered by 
16 June bugs, harnessed in sets of 
four to spokes w hich radiated from 
the drive shaft. 

Nikola was a frail lad, often il l; 

and li r_ncarly_wcnt UTThd iron. 
much reading . He read everything 
he could ge t his hands on. not only 
science, I nit al so religion? nhiluso- 
phy.. hist ory, literature , hv the tT7^7 
he finished high school, he was flu¬ 
ent in French, German and Italian, 
as well as his native ScrlxvCroat! 

He got his schooling—the l>cst 
his doting family could afford—at 
Gospic, Carlsindt, Gratz, the Uni- 
versity of Prague and, finally, at 
Budapest. At the University, lie saw 
his first electric motor, a new type 
direct-current affair whose brushes 
and commutators sent out showers 
of crackling blue sparks. 

“If we got rid of those brushes 
and commutators, with all that 
noise and loss of energy, we’d have 
a much better motor,” Nikola told 
his professor. “Perhaps it might Ik* 
done with an alternating current.” 

“Nonsense!” barked the profes¬ 
sor. “An alternating current would 
never run anything. V on’re not th e 
brilliant Slmli nt 1 thought ymi 
wcrt\ JorgeMt e T 

BtH~Tes l;ii could n ot forg et. The 
tea rlier's ridicule onl y stamped ihr 
ide a indelibly oiOiis brain. It he- 
came an otisession, u-passion - how 
to make an alternating current 
drive a motor. In every idle mo¬ 
ment, wherever hr went, he wrestled 
with this problem. 

Tesl a’s mind had an nn nsu .il 
t wist. Almost tnun m laney^ he liad 
bee n .ihlr ii> m<- thin gs iiiTits mind's 
e y e so v iv id ly — and in s in h ~~mioote 

detail_tha t often lie had trouble 

telling the real fiuniTfie Imaginary. 


COKONT.T 

















































Where the average engineer or 
inventor would reach mMtncnvily 
for drawing Iward, paper and pen¬ 
cil Tesl a wou ld simple switch on 
that uncannv niagichnjernjTmdc 


hi s Drain . -7-:— 

im.ncc ^ rhen he would ulter 
tlusilcu l“r tli.H, discard one plan, 
try another, syiihouieverjnuunsJL 

''"Vears’K-frnn. these menial 

Ironsn alnne-he eouIdjBJi-eh" 
workmen exacl.in.'m.m'us unTmw 
to limltTeach part^T a ncw dtwce, 
though it was unlike anything ever 

seen before. , 

Thus, needing no drafting room 

and few lavatory convenience to 

work on an idea, Tesla could use 
every spare minute that he had 
test and revise his theory of alter- 

of a "n?^«rgani^^ 

/•/.nTn nnv in Tlujfapcsi. But tclc- 
phoncTircuhs were dull stuff com¬ 
pared with the challenge of that 
one big idea. Hc.i^vedm Pam 
where he beca me aT rnd of c« ni ra 

»r..«,brr?ff n>nitTTi7rth e_Cnnmcntal 

rJTsimToinpany. 

TTTsTiramwas still chiM>mg away 

at his big problem; l»utjlic/r.,ul)lc 

».i«. he-couMVl share it with 
trained meKTv'ho might have helped 
hi m work it out. For whtmevcrj.e 

JUNE, 1955 


men tioned alternat i ng cu rrent to an 
fl eetncal engineer, mTin.in would 
look at hint as. though he were 

Cr y?.T .ben f.imr the mo mcntAilim 
he knew lie ha d sol v eil it. lje w,is 
u-.ilkine with ajrirndju the Bois d«* 
B mTfogn jv. ^tiddviily«J>c JUyppcd 

sho rt am i Itcga.n JahlailSJOlh his 
nnp M Some invisibl e_ubjcc 1 in 
~thc air, 

%v»rk<r* he shoute d. ’It 
is thr n»t a ting mag netic held " hieh 
cauws the armature tiMurn. It pulls 
the m .gm is around wTffi it, causing 
the shaft to revolve. As 1 oscillate 
this switch, causing the curren* to 
flow first in one direction, then tin- 

Never mind what lus friend 
thought. Tesla had the answer. 

At the ofl^eTIus colleagues scoffed 
or looked blank. But the manager 
listening to the outpourings id 
scientific*jargon, suddenly thought 
of hiybosv back ind ie l mted Stales. 
i riTTrr*o'n^ som e truth m whl! the 

Croat s..ul^L r dldl^V , V ?, - US > ’- ' 
trica l wi/.irJvvuuld he sma rt 
enouch to see it.— 

“ S.TI- gave T^ajctt^of in- 
trotluction To Thomas Ldjion and 
ureed him 10 try lus luckjn Aimr- 

Tca. I , huO'esla 2 _ni 

iTr^cwTork.'Tir was handsome, 
liver six'-lcet-two, with a distin¬ 
guished head and deep-set bl.it 
eyes. Ilis^iavic face 
across tlwj hceLTxmes, his dark hair 

tTiick, iiiscliiit sharply pointed. Or 
worldly P-«K hrjj.yd jlu-.cl.ulus 

" srr .". u ' 1 .! 50 ...CT^’w 


I,; wouldn't cvcn_IU .c" 
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had no 


«{ra\vings with which, 
xjncc him. Rnr 

JvU.-foOEjIiiJBfcjjci iL train ing 
•l.* Q-Cflgiunx^n d Ed ison needed 
trained mm - ulu 

K'isy with routine electrical work, 

" a,,rd "early three scan for 
chjncc to turn his mental image 
into an actual motor he could show 
to others. In 1887, he was aide to 
oorrmv enough money to start his 
* m " , ? ,H,r ; l “ ,r> ' and LhLfoJhming 
\ ^7T~r i<;r,uiij1 fi- f ^^n7,o,or 
; ! r»,; t 7 'Uisi£4?Li£ liuLr c a 1 i - 

lli^uila]. l l 1 f r |Murv , p|r . . . 

Mill 0 !r P . raC ‘| ,C ‘.‘ l C,, J? in< ' rr * , lQ Would 
Mill lie needed to fit them to com- 
Hiereial use. 

another 
,Iu ‘ l>a«i«ts and 

Ki'iim^i ir Jnh as |, »R i ««T in his 
* ntsimrgli factory. 

1 ^:^“ P‘ t along with 
( other Wcsiuighouse engineers 

I hr ah„„.” 

ing-current joh was done. Even 
~l»w,Ihoy s " could now- iron „ u , 

In few remaining kinks. Mean- 
tone, his In lim had started to hatch 
j sen lugger dreams, lie went l, .,rk 

iii. lns l.il>ni.i(, iry m .\7Tv V nrk;- 

_jtv^ah»ne °~Iie~once ToM n 
-^nn Mvr.ier. ‘TC iT^TT^rr^r 
iMlUim- Ij^aUT - 

^'e.it id eas are Imrn 


w h ere 


ti’VllJIT WSS. l, r the yr ars 


V ( 1*^1—ts. 111 "»e yi ^irs that 
• » /"HmvriO rsla had m.mT^d. 
’ y * .i 1 ^" i L'ij-iiices. jnrrrn.rT,,, 
•L "J-'-d. AUuJLiumk^ 

a, V,^ l i^lUliLJ2ers un.il l..~ - 

was 

~~7 ‘’ I ' i -reserve^ diMam »«. 

u i 'r.ls^uerej^, fun credl^ ~ s „. ,7,. 

HR 


« K V S the rest of humaniiy Backed 
y his fame, those word* 
tremendous impression. dc 3 
He lectured at every scientifir 

vjhich, as yet, cxistccf only insid? 
that amazing I,rain of his were l! 

to i his , | , isienera hC " ,adC thc,n nal 

lie advocated cJcctru-ihcrapy."/le 
fur«. n ,v a da,. when 
comriil nature in ever) mnret— 
even ,hr »ca.hrr- wh 2, n”chi,~ 

I’f all Lmd% and the p, mTr lu 
them, would lie so cheat) that 
my wouM vanish from the world* 

iiiil li!!* 1 Morning to Ik - T^j 
■^T^^ n^flor. After fog 
loT"i*i amrsrung his wonders, an. 

&SS... 

Tesla reasoned that you could 
sell electric power cheap if Vou 

nt'l(*s Tn(l' : ' VJ \ Ui,h ,l,c nidlions of 

H sand insulators, ,he millions of 

tons of copper wire used t„ transmit 

l e P t CC ,H I*'"- He though, 
t knew how to do it—and J p 

Mor^an-I,.^k, ( ! him with SJodJiffl). 
.Xotiy Ki .,,,,1 Tesla built a 

T^Isi'TrUs?*™ 

stccl-rdihoTuywcr topped GiVn 
enormous umshn^u.-shaped eo ,- 
PJ’f dome. From this dome he 

SlT.ni!i :n ‘ ,nil ’r ir<,,l “'" r,h ' 5cru ' 1 

. "S'"" of «*l« of electric 
r trth-V, 1 l "'' , ‘ , "'' r * > »< l < , edlo the 

d T' 1 "'"' rl cotlltl he 
•"'Mil olf at some other point - 
ofjv pomt-on the earth's surface 
1 Imr, n would Ite Jhrwihlc for elec- 
trie |„. Sl .„, an .. K |„. rr 

without conduit!, ,„|c, or wire,. Or 
so he ihuugln, until he tried it 
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S °. ® ,n *»x/ 1 inj* ,h c , f °‘ ,on Hhicj, 
on ^> ridicule \i '? torn , he hit/ 

sas.^Sa,, 

SSaMsK* 

^rcphjddif^rijJjjK* f *wpirc3ui^ 

ffi^-aanssi 

Bu 'a3hcr rcvv ij 
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-RECOGNITION FOR TESLA— 


anadian—ha^ 
of one of ftc 

ition of Dr. 


5 At long last Serbians—American and Canadian— 
acted to honor the memory and achievements 
bia’s greatest sons. 

Fpr the world-wide Centennial celebration 
Nikol^Tesla l4 birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to erect a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, Ill. 

Steps looking towards thaf end were taken at the recent 
SNFjc^nvention following the reading of ^IpJktfr by President 
MilcKadakovich fr om Hi6 Grace, Bishpf^Nicolai. As the uni- 
wsally-renowped churchman statecf, erection of a< suitable I 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . . .. And that he 
was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX clergy¬ 
man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika. 

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joint 
one and representative of ALL the Serbian orgaiuzatianasin 
the United States and Canada? He naturally looked to the SNFl 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. ButJthe 
also besought the help of the Serbian Nat’l Defense and the' 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. ; 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection was taken>tp among the delegates and 
Quests, kinsmen Milo L^Conjevich of Joliet, I1L, giving 
$200. It is probabTe (Sat the balance of the needed $300(l/^ 
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and v^i 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned, j • 

And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr. Tesla, \ 
Bishop Nicolai suggesteix^imilar-like monument honor the j 
memory of Dr. Milpifc^rupin, also a world-renowned scientist. 1 
author and educator. 

This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts' 
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SiVF Oftens Drive for Tesla !\h*mttrial at Libertyville- —» 

$2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT: 


PITTSBURGH, PA. — The Serb sarv nioni< 

Nat'l Federation Executive Board project in 
has acted quickly to implement a wide Cente 
Convention decision to honor the the genius i 
menxtfpy of the illustrious Dr. Nik- Spearhead 
pl/-*fesla recognition, especially 

At it* first meeting of Octo- American elements, is 

ber 8, the Board drafted *a resolu- SOCIETY, founded bj 

tlon calling on all SNF members engineer Lei; 
and good Serbians to help fi- ical admirer" 

; nance a memorial project fee the Tesla, 
late scientist-inventor genius- Mr Andcr 

This would stand before the ducting a se: 
entrance of the Monastery in trait of the i 
I Litwrtyville, Ml. ard done at t 

C«t of the contemplated project, in New York 
whic\ would clarion to the world 
that f}r. Tesla was a Serbian, is j , 

estimated at $3000. The Convention In his cur 


sarv monies and complete the light in it and the much desired 
project in time for the world- North exposure was missing, 
wide CentenniaJ ( celebration for “ ‘At the suggestion of Mr. Tesla, 
the genius next year. a cluster of powerful incandescents 

Spearheading tljv movement for was put up in the corner of the 


ly aim o n 
» thefTESJU 
by scientist 


ipartment and the rays, filtered 
thru blue glass, were Just the right 
quality. The portrait was shown 


engineer Lelnnd yVndcrson. h fanat- under the same illumination. 


ical admirer of the late Dr. Nikola 
Tesla ' 


At Disc for Sitting 
‘Mr. Tesla, having solved the 


estimated at $3000. The Convention In his current TESLAIAN oub- 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand I cation. Mr Andprson revealed the 
collection among 122 delegates work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff- 
yiclded several hundred dollars . Parlaghy. is missing, 
more. \ I Reviewing developments, Mr. 

Kinsman Milos \Konjevich of! Anderson wrote: 

Joliet, Ill., gave $20\. “On March 1. 1916, the Princess 


Mr Anderson right now is con- oroblcm of the arUfical tun. fell to 
ducting a search for a famous por- thinking about other parts of the 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz- universe, and there he sat oblivious 
ard done at the turn of the century to his surroundings, 
in New York. “ ‘The paintcT was able to pro* 

«... ducc 'a likeness in which there *[» 

✓ no evidence that the subject wai 

In his current TESLAIAN Dub- conscious that anybody wai 
I talian. Mr Andprson revealed the watching him. much ierj study- i 
work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff- ine his feature* from the other ! 
Parlaghy. is missing. side of the ease.l. 

Reviewing developments, Mr. •• ‘Among those who attended the 
Anderson wrote: reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex- 


Joliet, Ill., gave $20^. “On March 1. 1916, the Princess ander. Henry P. Davison, the 

• K i- . :<l Cbm K»vc a reception ir her new studio Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 

Public Aid Sought _| in New York especially to exhibit E. T. Isham.’ - j 

Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of N : Vola Tesla. After the Princess died, in 1923. 1 
being sought thru good-will offer- An article in the N r W YORK her studio and all objects of art,' 
ings of the general Serbian popu- TIMES for March 2. 1916. stated— was sold rt Auction, 
lace in the United States and Can-' “ ‘It was one of the beliefs <>•' The Telsa wirtrait. 53x4* 
•<*4- ' | Mr. Tesla that there was some- inches, appeared on the cover of 

fund, similar to the one ‘be- j thin* unlurk v 'about posine for a TIME nvirarin* fJnlv 2*. I(PU> 

Injr conducted to heln defray j nicture and he never nat to anv and in th« ELECTRICAL w.X- 

mtfrtgage expenses on Shadeland. I hef-re h* entered the stndio *f . PFRRVf FNTFR (January 1OT9), 

*has been established. j the PrincetS. i nr Vr»om whi-h she Mt. Andemon says. t V 

It h hoped to raise the neceS- Ivd chosen did not hive a sky- * Its location is hot now known 


lace in the United States and Can 
ad* ' 

1U fund, similar to the one 'be- 
inrc conducted to heln defray 
mortgage expenses <on Shadeland. 
*Ras been established. 

It H hoped to raise the neceS- 


and in the ELECTRICAL WX- 
PFRIMFNTF.R (January 1«9>. 
Mt. Andemon says. v * 

Its location is hot now known. 
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Half of $3000 Costs 
, For Statue Pledged 

Cadiz, O., Serb Gives SI00 
For Bust Image of Inventor 
To Be Placed at Monastery 

Pittsburgh, Pa-—Half of th^-43000 fund goal for a statue b 
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola Tesla has been realized, th cl 
SWF announced today. ’* I 

I In fact, total contributions counted so far come to 
$ 1580 . 

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai 

for Serbians to do honor for the* 1 - 


memory of the noted electrical 
wizard during the world-wide 
Centennial celebration planned 
for the geniua next year. 

In the wake of the plea, 
voiced at the recerfl 7th Con¬ 
vention at Niagara Falla, Can¬ 
ada, the delegates approved a 
$1000 gift from the SNF and 
deckled to raise, by public 
grant, the balance of $2000. 


historians, writers, educators, 
scientists, etc., would not be 
misled, Bishop Nicolai believes. 
Be that as it may, the SNF a 
{goal is to amass the needed mon¬ 
ies in time to erect and dedicate 
the memorial before the Tesla 
Centennial celebration ends. 


Donors and the amounts 
their donations are aa follows: 


of 


SNF $ 

A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevjch 
122 grass-roots leaders of the So- t ** Todor Dragich 
cietl raised another $450. Then. Petar Borovich 

at ifc first meeting October 5, the SNF Coanae! N. Stone 
ne^y-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 
the SNF appealed to the mem- w 1 ' 

bership at large to fulfill the bal¬ 
ance required. 


N 


14 


First Contribution $100 

A scant 24 hours after the ap¬ 
peal was published in the Society’s 
"Srbobran” organ last Wednes¬ 
day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz. O.. 
gave $100. j. 

The proposed memorial, a 
statue image, would be placed be- ( 
•fore the entrance of the St. Sava 
'Serbian Monastery in Libertyville. j 

! m. 


Maxim Jakovac 
Hija Janjanin 
Lou Balta 
Jovan Vulccevlch 
Milan Kajganovich 
Stevan Rogub’a 
Boedan Dratrisich 
Milan Tomich 
Todor Vuicich 
Djuro Lukich 
G. Stoisavljevich 
R. Vukndinovlch 
fanko Mrmich • 
Petar Maravich 
Mirko Baranin 


1000.00 

200.00 

50.00 

25.00 

25.00 

20.00 

20.00 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10 . 00 * 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 



v^cmcitliiOi LCieuiauuii 

d tK* amount* 
. 4 * are M follow*: 


Donor* 
their donaU 


i, the delegate* approved a 
000 gift from the SNF and 
cided to raise* * public 
int, the balance t .000. SNF • $ 

x hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich 
grass-roots leader* of the So- . Todor Dra*ich 
1 raised another $450. ThenJ Petar Borovieh 

l first meeting October 5. the SNF Counsel N. Stone . 
ly-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 


N 


' SNF appealed to the mem- j 
ship at large to fulfill the bal- 
e required. 

Fir*t Conftribution $100 

\ scant 24 hour* after the ap- 
.1 was published in the Society** 
bobran” organ last Wednea-, 
/, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O., _ 
-e $ 100. . }■ 

Hie proposed memorial, a * 
tue image, would be placed be- 
e the entrance of the St. Sava 
bian Monastery in Libertyville. 


Maxim Jakovac 
" llija Janjanin 

Lou Balta *, 

“ Jo van Vulccevich 
** Milan Kajganovkh 
** Stevan RogulU 
" Bogdan Dragiaich 
** Milan Tomich 
Todor Vuicicb 
Djuro Lukich 
** G. St'oisavljevich 
R. Vukadinovlch 
Tanko Mrmieh . 

** Petar Maravich 
" Mirko Baranm 
** Stanko Jelich 

' ★ * ★ 

Prof. Anthony Tomovich 
^Edmonton, Alberta. 
Can.) 

Teta Andia Mamula 
( Pittsburgh) 

Martha Mamula Bjelosh 
( Pittsburgh) 

Sime Zelich (Cadiz. O.) 


Total 


4r There ft would proclaim to 
n* of thousand* of Serbian 
shore annually that Nikola 
esla was df Serbian immigrant 
ock and son of a Serbian 
rthodox elergvman,’* Bishop 
icolai declared. 

For half a century and more. 

• general American public has 
en misled ancnt the nationality 
the man who foretold the com- M’linko x Alexich. 
; of atomic energy power. j (Omaha. Nebr.) 

Only recently, a oromment 
vmerican magazine listed him, 
icorrectly, as of Croatian , 
took. The mistake was subse- 
uentlv puMiclv corrected with 
oologies by the publication. 

But lacking an image reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
-ors are likely in the future. 

Old References Poor 

The magazine publication, for 
tance, explained it obtained itS| 
r erence material from an anti- 
ited guide book. 

Since the misleading matter 
?re was never challenged bv 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine logi- 
lv assumed it was factual. 

Erection cl? a bust statue. 

1*o lwtis* Dr. Tesla’s da f e of 
irth. birthplace, parent*, 

■o«dd counter ^he old e»dde 
nd make certain that future 


1000.00 
200.06 
50.00 
25 . 00 * 
25.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10 . 00 . 
10 00 
10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00* 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5 00 
5.00 
5.00 


10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

100 . 0 ' 


invalid 


$ 1 / 


—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s best-known immi¬ 
grant sons who contributed so greatly to the*\ welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America. \ 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
plhce, remembering Bishop Nikolai’s concluding remarks: 

“Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Sevbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle.’* 



I 

1 23 June 56 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 

During my senior year at Georgetown University I read J.J.O'Niel's 
Biography of Nlkoll Tesla} the book, entitled "•Prodigal Genius} 
described quite a few of Tesla's experiments, most of which I tried 
myself In the physics lab. I am Interested In reviewing Tesla's 
experiments In wireless electric power transmission. 

Unfortunately, Tesla died In 1945 just at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission. Since World 
War 11 was then In progress his papers were seized and sealed by the 
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for 
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress produced no 
results. Therefore, I have two questions; 


1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's scientific papers? 

2) If so, are they available for public Inspection? 

If they were released, who has them? 

I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me along these lines. 
Tesla published very little of his findings; this, coupled with the 
fact that wireless power Is connected by most people with "Death Rays" 
and crack-pots has made It nearly impossible for me to find anything 
on the subject. \ 



June 29, 1956 
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2, Vlr 


Dear 





Tour letter dated June 29, 19(6, has been received, 
and in response to your Inquiry, I would like to advise that our 
files reflect that the effects of Ni kola Tes la were taken Into euitody 
after his death by thf Office of Alien Property and not by this Bureau. 

Since we did not participate In the handling of 
Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the Information 
you requested. 

i 

Sincerely yours, 


COMM — 

JUN2 9 

MAILED 


■vk?_ 

Board man_ 

Nichols _ 

Belmont _ 

Barbo _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons - 

Rosen ._ 

Tsmm _ 

Stzoo - 

linrerrowd _ 
Tele. 

Hollorfcd _L 
Gandy - 


i i 

k 

£ * 

& 

: -n S 


CD Z‘ 

<o 


John Kdgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal theyorTect 
spelling of Tesla's name as "Nikcfta." Bufiles reflect tills type of^epijr hf 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answering sftnij^r 
inquiries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont to 
Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned the 
death of fPfcsia, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 
in this matter, and the opening of the safe containing his effects was done 
by (the-jOffice of Alien Property. 
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Office Ale??*. \.. idutyi • united f government 



UBJBCT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 7/25/57 

?; -O ' '■ • f 

SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) . 'pC\f\tD /I 

/T) • \s 

NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) -"C n ' 

IS -YU rf M 


NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 
IS -YU 


/ 


Vm|HH|^^^HStreet, New 

24, New Yortc^nJnltec^tate^rereizen of Yugoslav 
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily furnishes 
the New York Office *ith information he considers to 
be in the intereste of the Security of the United 
States Government, furnished Special Agent 
NICHOLAS J.MASTROVTCH the following info rmati on on .... 
Juiy 3, 1957: ^ y 

SHK&tated that a certain woman named 
Mrs. MARGARET.'pTORM who lives with her husband, 

JOHN, at the 'Calonlal Hotgl, 51 West 8lst Street, New 
York 24, New York/Tias been issuing newsletters which 
contain^information pertaining to flying saucers 
and**rfferplanetary matters. , „ 

- - // // /] £ - f '■7T' 

_ tated that in his opinion Mr. and 

Mrs. STORM UFt^xploltlng the reputation and genius 
of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of 
his inventions in the United States. 


bi4 
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bye 

h/eooi L&rj 

bib 

bye. 


TESLA was born in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
Jears later he invented the Tesla motor and designed j 
a plan f6r the transmission of alternating current. -< • 
In subsequent years, TESLA*s discoveries and inventions' 
indided such fields and appliances as wireless > 
communication, eleotribalJoSc^iJ&tion, radiant power and 
radio active matter. After i960, communications u i # .*~ 
and wireless power transmission occupied most of c -W*’ 
his research. , n l\ ^ <c 

2- Bueau ,RM, SE 43 

L - Lcs Angeles:: (Info) (Encl.l) (RM) /--— 
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TESLA'S only military invention was 1 a method 
to which he once eluded but ne^a* fully described.; • 

This'invention was a means whereby an impenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United 
States' borders which would render helpless any 
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 
of his plan in 1934 and stated he Intended to present 
it to the Geneva Conference but seldom referred to it 
afterward. •. 


The "New York Times" dated 9/22/407 ' 
carried an article setting forth MICD Lftv raSLA * s plan for a 
"Death Ray". Biis article Includecl information to 
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940, 
advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM Aj£*mfRENCE 
that he was'ready to divulge to the "United States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 
large. According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 
based on an entirely new principle of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
tlKjrlnciple embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission<f electrical power from a distance, 
for which he reoelved a number of basic patents. 

TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square cc-$$fl^imeter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that would cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to construct. TESLA stated that a dzen auch 
plants located at strategic points along the tbast, 
according to TESLA, would-be enough to defend the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 
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TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he 
makes one important stipulation before he would 
divulge this secret to the United States Government 
and that was that should the United State Government 
decide to take up his offer, he would go to work at. 
once but that the United States Government would have 
to trust him. TESLA stated that he would suffer 
"no interference from experts." - 

In this "New York Times" article Mr. LAWRENCE 
commented that ’*lfch conditions as they were in 1940, 
and with the United States getting ready to spend 
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA’s 
great reputation aa an Inventor, who always was many 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful 
consideration. Mr. LAWRENCE steed, in his opinion, 
the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 


The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to the United States Government. 


TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943. 


Mr.amprovided a two page copy of the 
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
have been distributing in connection with the alleged 
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
the Tesla SSt which was Invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
claim that TESLA'S engineers did not complete the 
Tesla Set until._after TESLA's death in 1943. Mr. arid 
Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed ln^opeation 
in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers 1 have been 
in close touch with space ships, etc. 


bib 
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NY 65-12290 


The Newsletter furnished by Mr. included 

the following names: 


MARGAET STORM 


bib 

b7C 


JOHN STOgM 

GEQRglTVAN TASSEL, Yucca Valley, California ft y 
GEORQ^HNG, London , En gland 


Bie files of the New York Office contained* 
no pertinent information regarding any of the j ./ </ 

above mentioned individuals. r\r7rf j 


Two photostatic copies of this newsletter 
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles Officefbr information purposes. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Lear Sir: 



'! INFORMATION contained 

- r --;>:iJUKCLA rc T£ 

7“ so F 

I an hopeful that you can'help me obtain certain ^afcrma 
on records and data, which belonged to Dr. N ikolaTesla. 

He was an Electrical Engineer and prolific inventor." 

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and died in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of tnis country. 


ormatiorf 






The only information I could find of nis records was 
a report that the F.B.I. removed his papers for examination, 
and that the records were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 


I have been doing some theoretical research of my 
own, which I believe a,ay be along the same lines he followed 
in certain of nis experiments. I also believe the development 
of his iaeas would be in the interest of cur country regardless 
of who developes them. 


If it is at all possible for me to have access to 

•»ork, I would certainly 
reason of the vast finances, 
which would be required, to conduct such experiments myself, 
so the aata he made and collected would be invaluable. 


at least some of his experimental 
appreciate it. I aru not able, b^j 


Of course, it is possible that his records do not 
contain material pertinent to his electronics work, because 
from what I understand from reading about him, he kept most 
of his records in his head and wrote down very little of his 
data • 


It is also possible that seme of his iceai are 
impractical, but I fe£l sure tnat certain of his ideas will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
decades cr even before, if they are developed at a rapid rate. > y 


I would appreciate hearing from you on the ,subject, 
if you have any information pertaining to it, which ycu could 




IwcwM like td kdvSse 


that our files reflect that g* affects of pr. Jtlkolk 
taken Into custody after hit death by the Office of i 
fa the Department of Justice and aotfgr the YBI, J. 


- - since we did not participate In the handliaf ef : 

Dr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the Information you 
requested. 


MOTE: Baffles reflect no record on correspondent." Bufflfes reflect above 
fyje of reply has been utilized In the past In answering siinilar inquiries.. 


electrical inventqr. Bureau ^sjts not invoitired in this O 
qf thfeusafe containing his effects WM done.hy the Offic 
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July 2, 1959 




Tour latter dated Jane 24, 1959, hasheenreiteived. 


li response toyoarbafedixy, r*dsh to advise tlafct ear 
flies reflect that the effects c£ Dr- T«»tA^-TV«ia yn/#$ impounded, 
after his death, by the Office Of Alien Property of fta4)epartment 
of Justice and not by the FBL Stoee are did not participate In the 
handling of Dr. Teate's ef fect we ate jsnahletd supply the ; v ->y 
information you desire. •'•"■ * . ' 



Sincerely yours. 


0 


Tolson _ 

Belmont _ 

DeLoach _ 

McGuire_ 

Mohr _ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tarr.rr - 

Trotter _ 

W.C. SuIIjv 
Tele. Rocr. 
rioiic.r.an _ 
Gandy_ 


MAWSD S 


■■ • «r'» 


JUL2 


JL 2 1959 
ttJMMrm 


John Edgar B po ver 
.Director 


NOTE: Baffle 100-2237 reflects test Dr.Tesla was a world-famous 
dectrical inventor,- and at the time of his death. aQ.df his personal 
papers and effects were believed danger oosto tne Country's security if > 
they tell into u n autho ri s ed bands. The "Prpdlgai Genius," lay ‘:> 

John J. O^NsU, alleges that the 7BI took over a certain safe and opened, * 
if, approp r i ating his property*; Baffles dearly indicate that it was the : v ! 
Office of Alien Property of thej^epartment who did so, apd the above. 1 . 
reply is forwarded In aaswer ter elated injuries. Jf*. . iCoJ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM A. K. Bowli 


date: 12-6-60 


Memorandum p 

TO MR. TROTTE 

-/#/e^ DATE ' 12-6-60 

„o„ : A.K.Bowl^A 

subject: NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) ^^Bv' F l£t) ™ 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 


By^o'^O 


Tolson _ 

Mohr _y 

Parsons ./ 

Belmont W _ 

Callajibn t J 
P^V^ach / 

Malone _ 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm _ 

Trotter _ 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ingram__ 

Gandy _ 

«/ 




BostUll, IMMMeLls, mmm DecemDeroand was referred to Ident 
by switchboar^ecause he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records 
of deceased. he is making a research study for U^S^Mr Force 

on subject of g^^^Rcs. His deadline is ten d^ys from now. HH^Ksaid 
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John jVO’Neill enti^SH^ne 
(Prodigal Genius — The Life of Nikola Tesla," wmbfast^tes the FBI took 
'bustody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in New York City in 
19^. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and invento^r^ie 
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York yity.^BHJjre- 
questedimm edi ate access to Tesla'sscientific works which light 

onfl[^mBresearch study. I told^HHBwe would have somebody from 
ou^BostoiTOffice contact him immediately. /; 


Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con¬ 
ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking 
custody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death appeared in O'Neill's >. 
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Teslh's effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart¬ 
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's / 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final disposl 2 
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.) 

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
SHH&elephoned again to furnish me the exacUsag^n O'Neill's book in 
wuc^ie refers to the FBI. At that time I toldflHBthe statement in the 
book was untrue — thatth^FBI had not examinecR^aken custody of Tesla's 
papers. I suggested toflHp^thai he might contact Office of Alien Property. 
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary .)/J I 

ACTION: „ 

__ . . oftsQEC 8 *60 

For record. r v 5 

»PW€13196p —* 
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Bu file 100-2237 
1- Mr. Belmont 
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February 14, 1961 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of information 
Washington 25, D. C. 

D ear Sir: 


• i INFORMATION CONTAINED 
"~F|ii IS UNCLASSIFIED 
CATE^m-BY^ 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 
on Nikola^esla. As I was collecting the material for my 
naner, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 
department of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 
that Tesla had collected from his research in the field of 
electricity. This confiscation of his material was stated 
in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J.J>^O f Neil, published in 1944 at 
New York city by Washburn Inc. 


I have developed an interest in the discoveries and 
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 
any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per¬ 



mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co¬ 


operation in helping me give the proper recognition to this 

REC- 55 iOo-irj 3 7- HL _. 

. Below I have listed me 


great scientist and American 
facts that may be helpful to you; 


3 


FEB 28 1961 


EX .-/ 6 ^ 


1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 
?. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 

3. uied on January 7, 1943 at New York city 

Thanking you for your time and co-operation that 1 have & 

<? 

taken, I remain. 



/ 7 

a 



i 

i 


' ; 
(* i 




Tour letter of February 14, 1961,; fee been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is . ->* - . 
appreciated. •' • ' L ■■■: , : 




Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr_ 

Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach. 

Evans _ 

Malone — 

Rosen _ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter _ 


In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Offipe of Alien 

Property of the Department of Justice ajadnct bythe FBL 
Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, we are unable to supply the information you desire.^, 




MAILED 10 

FEB 231961 

COMM-FBI_ 


Sincerely yours. 


. y 


. i- •• 

.*•.» . 



John Edgar Hoover 

if ’' . r ' .Director • _ 

NOTE: No record could be located in Dufilgp.identifiable with ‘v‘. 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, ’and at the time of his death, all^\ 
of his personal papers and effects jvere believed dangerous teethe * 

country’s security If they fell into/authorized hands. .The _ 

/^’Prodigal Genius," by John i 'tTYNall/alleges that took 

over a certain safe and ope ne d it, appropriating his property.^, y 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwa^jeS in 
answer to related inquiries. # 

} ! 


W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram _ 

Gandy _ 
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Federal Bureau of Investige.tion 
Washington 25, D.C. 


November 21, 1962 


Gentlemen: 

I am making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 

o 

life and works of Nikola Tesla* Mr* Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the 
Hotel New Yorker. Since F.B*I. Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal? 

If they are available, where would they be located, and are copies available 
to the public? 

I am a citizen of the United States, end have been cleared for security- 

the latest one being for work on 'Jkir Force Contracts for Eastman KodaJcfjConpany;/ 
Thank you very much for any information or help you may be able to 



A 

V / 


_/v 


U4, 




$ 


/DO ~ 1-7*3 7 - 


November 27, 1962 


hIC. 


ome^- b 


Dear 



<NJ 


Wl 

Ul 


Your letter of November 21st has been received. ° 


In response to your inquiry, I would like to point 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, I am unable to supply the 
information you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Ed^ar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



//) 
. O' 

CT. 

* // 

\v 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla Was one of,the world's 
outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of 
his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O’Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it. appropriating 
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicate it was the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department, .which ^did so, and the above reply 
has been forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
born ih Yugoslavia and died in New York City 1-7-43. 
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TRUE COPY 


JolC 



Scott AFB, Ill, 
10 March 1964. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 


For some time, have been wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the lat e Nikola Tesla , the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts have it that his belongings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything >can be learned about this. 


Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 


^0® 






Sincerely, 



b7C 


O 


* V 


/o o - - 2^3 7 


10 tm. 131964 


J 

<~A 

It 







; > ^ 


7- 14 


March 18, 1964 





bit 


r Force B55e, Illinois 





Your letter of March 10th has been received. 

b response to your inquiry, I would like to point out 
Oat the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla' s 
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire. - 


MAILED 19 

MAR 18 1964 


Sincerely yours, 


l Edgar RecWftf 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


~7 ? ? - 

CD*? 

^ 

* C5 ^ 


£ 3*1 


Tolson _ 

3elrr.or.t 

Mohr _ 

Ccspe: _ 
Callahan 


/NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
\jBufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whttl|did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 
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Sir, 

TW*- 

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa" 
by J. J. O’Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 

Zip 62095 
Wood River, Ill. 
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ty' r - a/ro-*£ /<f i 
JijlsSLo' e-f*' 
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.,, ^.fnRM.MroMCOW™® 0 

‘ .. 


June 22, 1964 



In response to^your Inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects o f Dr. NlkolaTesla w ere impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 



Sincerely yours, 

. U . Edgar Hoover 


i\'Y 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invento: 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell into unauthorized handi 
The book, ’’Prodigal Genius/’ by John J. O’Neil, alleges that the FBI took ovei 
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did sc 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. ^ 
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OREGON STATl JNIVERSITY 


CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331 


SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 


Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 


'’i INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IS UNCLA CQ '.REDn 
HhTF 0-3-W 


I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola^Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in ETsTTiotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray’ 1 which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius”, by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277: 

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con¬ 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 



I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and*have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 



MAILED 30 


April 3, 1967 


&>-:loc37- li 


bic. 


bid- 


Department ca uenerai science 
'Oregon State University 
Corvallis;-t^%5n^97SSl 


• 11 information contained 


Tour letter of March 28th has been received. 



In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 

1. Fdear Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




qA' * 


,/f 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with v \ 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, fr 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country's security, if they fell into unauthorized i^ands, The 
book, "Prodigal Genihs,/',' by 'John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI 
took over a cer4|.in safe and opened it, appropriating his property. 


ating his prqp^rty. 


=\ f 

4 APR 1 


Buf iles clearly indicate that it was the Off icft$f‘ Alien Pj*ope¥ty of 
the Department which did so, and the above^eply^is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries.** ^ » 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


■ ! r , -^ , ’ATn:;r v TOiE05, 1969 

V.ZilSU IS UHCLVS!aED 

DATF 2 = 3 ^> 


In the year 1943 the F. B.I. confiscated all of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nik olaxe sla. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord 
ing to the books I’ve read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 


I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time, 
Thomas Edison. 


Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. " 

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 



I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 


It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 


I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla T s ideas. And studying other men’s ideas is the way 
to advance in science faster. /.'^ f OQ^£ 7 ^ f 

I hope something can be done to get these papers rejease^i. 

Thank You, 


/OQ- 2 





March 4, 1969 
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Falrmount, Indiana 46928 


,, p.rryp'H/VnOU CONTAINED 

DATE_2J^- b ^7^7 


Your letter of February 25th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop¬ 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. GLpppyf of your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 

__ Sincerely yours, 

1 j. {^ar Hoover 

MAR 4 -1969 

COMM-FBI 


0 0 
^ {H 


Tolson _ 
DeLoach 

t!ohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Ccsper — 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor¬ 
ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorpey General, Civil Division of the Department. 
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Lincoln Park-, 
April 8, 1970 


'7035 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 




lA. 


I am doing a research paper on Nickola Tesla.and would 
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the 
following information. 


That information being why did your Bureau impound his 
personal effects immediately after his death on 
January 7, 19^3. Secondly, could you provide a list 
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released 
and to whom were they given. 
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In reply to yoar Inquiry of April 8th, the effects 
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were Impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 


belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 
A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart 


ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 


A 
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Tolson _ 

DeLooch 
Wallers _ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Casper — 
Callahan 
Comod _ 

Felt _ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 

level _ 

Soy or s 
Tel 
Holme:* 
Candy 


r\ 

i 
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MAILED 9. 

APR 14 1970 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

t Edgar Hooveif 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Iffesla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. 

O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
: iee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil¬ 
trated with foreign agents, and there is a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance fbr the defense of our nation. 

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told :ie 
of Mr. Tesla 1 s notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found. 

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
to keep up with his work. 
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July 8, 1970. 
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Ar.h 4 Tec/ 


He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently] 
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes / 
read by this man told of the radio transmission of electricity being brought to a / 

high degree of effiency. £_ 

/ 

Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that n-ime 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tnis 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it*s monecular coohesion. It was refused. 


There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What ! 
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-H 7 " 


f HEC-3 /'V' -- i-D 7- /<? 

this line with structured vortices Oi 1 


I have had some results along this line witft structured vortices or mag¬ 
netic fields, but do not have the technical equipment or Jenov;l edge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with partIr3^“accolorat¬ 


ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge 




July 15, 1970 


KlC. 



Tolson _ 

CeLoach _ 

Walters_ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Casper __ 

Collahcn _ 

Conrad_ 

Felt_ 

Gale_ 

Posen 

Sulli var.E^ 
Tovel -XI 

Soyars - 

Tele. P.oom 

Holc.es - 

Gar.dy - 


REC-3 I0-) 
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Your letter was received on July ISth and the interest 
which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were lmpotmded, after 
his death, Jjy the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 

X 

and the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong- 
inge. On addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the3^ederal Government and matters such as you mentioned do not 

o 

9 

come within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 


MAJUEQ 9 

JUL15 1970 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover , 

\ h — S 

John Edgar Hoover v . 


Director 


-*^NOTE!' BUIlWb Lunluin no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
ajjpropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used 
/ip aijgwgr related inquiries. ^ 
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6 DECEMBER 1971 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have recently began a collection and reading file of all 
matters pertaining to NikolA'eala. In so doing I wae amazed to find 
that upon his death; January 7, 1943, In NYC, your bureau confined 
his papers. May I ask If you still "have them In Jail". I am extremely 
Interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 
library. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 



Very truly yours. 




KEC . * 1±<l : 2 - 21 lzJ %° 
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December 14, 1971 



In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We did not participate in the handling 
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your 
communication and wy reply have been referred to the 
✓Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours. 


*3 






Tolson _ 

Fell_ 

Rosen _ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Miller. F..S 

0.Mahan _ 

Casper - 

Conrad_ 

Dalbev _ 

Cleveland _ 

Ponder_ 

Bates_ 

T avcl 
Walters 
Soyars 
Tele. Room 
Holmes _ 

flandv 



J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla 

was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius,” by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro¬ 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department. 
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs, 

Upon rea ding a biography on NlkoleFresla . I found the urge to 
read more on him and his works"! At the end of the uook it was 
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gathered up his 
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to 
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it would be 
possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
his. 

I can think of only one possible reason at to cause of his 
records being locked up and that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This s ems to be the only logical 
solution, but, with technology much more advanced now than in 
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where 
he left off. 

Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 
please answer my question of the real reason his records were 
locked up. 
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Folt _ 

Baker_ 

Bates_ 

Bishop _ 

Callahan _ 
Cleveland 

Conrad _ 

Dal boy _ 

•Jenkins _ 



INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Marshall _ 

Miller. K.S _ 

Ponder _ 

S<>\ ars _ 

Walters _ 

Tele. Room _ 

Mr. Kinley 
Mr. Arnjgj/0| 

Ms. He 
Mr$ \i^r;m 


exas 78415 


Your letter was received on October 26th. 



In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla wore impounded f after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward¬ 
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

L» Patrick Gray III 1 

L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 



& 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 

reflects, that I)r. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the tifiie p'f'hife death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthSiifix^d hands. ^The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
alleges t&atCthe, FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hie- property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien property of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, .Civil Division of 
the Department. . < 
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April 11, 1973 
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"•L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

; 3EIN IS UtICLAFSIolElh , 


Dear 


Your letter was received on April 9th, 


lii response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your comm u ni ca ti on and 
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

- - •• : 111 


Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Baker- 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland- 

Mr. Conrad - 

Mr. Gebhardt- 

Mr. Jenkins -- 

Mr. Marshall - 

Mr. Miller. E-S. — 

Mr. Soyars- 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters- 

Tele. Room- 

Mr. Kioley_ 

Mr. Armstrong —f 

Mr. Bowers -1 

Mr. lierington —i 

Ms. Herwig- 

Mr. Mintz_ 

Mrs. Noonan _ 


L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. /Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical Inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened it, appropriating his property, bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries./Copy of letter referred to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division pi the'DSpartmenL) 
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rmair. , 
June 20, 

f ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 

I would like to knov^J.f any microfilm or other 
reproductions of yllkola Tasla 's notes and papers exist at 
your office. Tesla was a famous scientist who died in 
New York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to any group that would start a museum to 
house them. Mo one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime 
in the eorly 1950* s, possibly Just before 1954.' Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
pioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the early principles of radar. He declined nomination 
of a Nobel ?ri z e. He was a naturalised citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to examine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorado 
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 


bit 


P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after ~ 

he papers were removed from his safe. The original 
opies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as 
believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 
Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 
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Your letter was received on June 25th 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla’s belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. A copy of your communication 
and of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice. 




On 


$r 

/ 


Sincerely yours, 

William D. Ruckelshaus 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 


fOTEBufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 
-15-66 in reply to his inauiry regarding the Air Force's 
roject Blue Book and UFO sigh tings .’^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
-hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
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at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by 
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe 
and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the 
Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.) 
~“mn: cmc (4) * 
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QJCuUeb kitties ^cnaic 

June 26, 1973 


Respectfully referred to: 


*r xc all\ 

J*. 



wi. mi 


Mr. Bakei _ 

■Mr. Collar* cm 
Mr. Clevenrad 

Mr. Conjcd _ 

Mr. Geb^crxf: . 

Mr. JecJr*r?s _ 

Mr. Marshal/ __ 
Mr. * <: 

Mr. Sever* _____ 
Mr. ThwZjrsQo __ 

Mr. Wc;,r* _ 

Tel*. Ho _ 

Mr. Bc:*e __ 

Mr. Caro*-.;_ 

Mr. Fc v.m ; j__ 

Mr. Kvru*ctro _ 

Mr. Censor _ 

Mr. Knrt __ 

Mr. Eard/tp _ 

Mr*. Uoqaa ______ 


# 

Congressional Liaison . *.u. / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 


Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of the attached is 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
duplicate form, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 


Form #2 


Senator Bob'Packwood 
ATTN: *idknlJialiner 






LI M 



Bear* Senator Packwood, 


Though in Alaska temporarily worKing on a military contract, I still consider nys 
a:i Oii£goTvj*esidant, hence .it is to you th^ I writ ■*.. 


elf 


During todays at Ree 


lIMiUiL'i* XU Xf'.-'LJCciOLlI,;, li* tycii.ua.fi w 

migrated r,<p this country in ti c twonkio:;, I 
original ‘noro* Tesla had a peculiar bent of mind, 
ailed c nad sole, .bis t, and did nob publish 


;evi 

Reed College, I became in borer, ted in a fascinating Crerh physicist-, 
Nicolai^esla,, Proffessor Tesla 0nTnlj, '•% Q ^ ^ 
believe, and did some of his most ori 
in Ills younger days he was often called 

extensively when he came to the US. Host of the extant primary material is in 
untranslated Czech. Tesla was .however, an oxters i.vo note halter. I tec thought it 
strange that upon his death, no nr of his rotes fr •* ills American period ovrr 
appeared. Upon discussing r .his with a friend, I wa: informed that all of !Ir. Tesla*s 
notes wore confiscated by the FPI. I canrot '.onceivo nov: those notes on physics 
?ni electricity can in any way endanger the national safety. It seems that Mr. 

Hoover in his seal, had confiscated material whose, only sin was a radical approach 
to science. There is indication that inurv of Vofessor Tesla*s later work concerned 
a very novel approach to time theory, he cello sj to say, it has been radical approaches 
to physics that have oeen our greatest scientific advances ir modern times, 
vis. Einstein, Heisenberg, et al. 


was wondering if your office might be able to determine if these papers are 
till extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to them* It would 
be a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain. 

Please excuse my typing, in all the thousands of words I typed trying to get a 
liberal education, I never did master the typewriter. 
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‘3 Senate 

HERE' 

D. C. 20510 

DATE 

Packwood: 

Jr, 


tis is/ to acknowledge 

receipt < 

6th fenclosina a letter from y< 

who is 

temporari! 



m response co nr 1 r Y' ccxxtxajL *■*.*« 
cf the Federal Bureau of Inve^^acion indicate that the 
effects of Dr, Nikola Tesla were impounded after his death 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla’s belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 

] I am returning your enclosure as you requested. 

Sincerely yours. 


William D. Ruc*elsloau 3 

William D. Ruckelahaus 
Actinq Director 


Enclosure 

1 - Portland - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Congressional\Services Office 
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J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce 


safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl* 

• i • . i V. •• i i • r . , • _ . r i 1 _ ^ v ^ 


wttutn idi 
inquirie 
ElLA, ranks r 


t was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar 
tnd the above reply is forwarded in.answer to re 


St? 


TELETYPE UNIT [“H 


vS.v 

















itive* 


«llt.|b« 


cans 


appreclate^y*^ 





























July 19, 1973 


/•' Rtc fk/j.:, ' p p- 3 ’7 "y. ^ 


, . imCO 1 "} ir\i »'*'•’ lf -im 


«ionco;?MNto 


bid 


Ichardson, Texas 


A*§oc. Dir. _ 

At*t. Dir.: 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Sytt. . 
Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. _ 

Ident. _ 

Inspection _ 

Intell. _ 

Loborotory _ 

Plon. & Evol 
Spec. Inv. __ 

Training _ 

Legal Cown. _ 
Cong. Serv. __ 
Corr. & Crm. 
Research __ 

Pres, OH. _ 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec’y 


EX-105 


Dear 


\ 

Your letter was received on July 16tfi. In 


response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice anST not by the FBI. 
Since we aid #CLt participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you 
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 
been referred to the Department of Justice. 




I. 1 ? 1373 | 


Sincerely yours, 
C- hL Kelley 




1_ ttM _ ) Clarence M. Kelley 

Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237 

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hik property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of AVien Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above re©ly is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 
of letter reified to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 
of the D<barfcAijer^t.) 
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Clarence M. Kelley- ' . 7> AvAl*?*A'? ■ 

Director y; : ; VyAA AAvrAiAjK-i 

Federal Bureau of Investigation v; 

Washington D.C. 20535 AU. INFORMATION CONTAINED 

n M v 11 : HEREIN IS UWCLASSSFO /}; ^ , 

Dear Mr. Kelley. p./TiT H Y 

Thank you for your letter of the 19th of July• I • V 

• vV •; ‘;V\ - 

appreciate the information about the Office of Aiien; Property : 

and its connection with the impounding of the effects of Dr 

O Vt- V ” • ‘ V-.-. ■ • A • U : ;■ • ' 

Nikola Te9la. In my letter of the 16th i did net mean* to" < 

--- . •; ' . ' v 

.. . : v yv . ; • ■ % ;;/• •’?£**< .V..,T/;\ ? 

ply the FBI had impounded his effects, as I was. aware^of the^|^A^|'-¥> 

O.A.P.s general part in the affair. The fact remains, that teAlA^^i'A’A' 
the best of my knowledge.'it WAS agents of the FBI who ;did ’'in>’/ite-'r?'A - - 




fact break into his safe only hours after his death.' and did-a«fci : & 2 V-.'A 

• ’• •. • if. ■** "* \ r . *'■ .. r, . v . •; 1 .• ■ •.: ’Y 'A-’’*' . 

remove the papers therein. Now f in so far as the Bureau was*vV. 




... . 
/2u^/s 


connected, I wish to understand that extent. I do appreciate ' YYv.^- 

your refering my communication to the appropriate persons in 

the Justice Department; but perhaps you could see .that ;; ,the 

above mentioned connection of the Bureau could be further looked 

into. I am curious as to who asked the Bureau to perform auction 

act, whether is was a person: in the 0 .A.P. or whit, add on what'YY'.- 

grounds they were carried. outV-’andAto ^om they were-YespensibleisY y 

Also, to what person were the perloined papers delivered? Naraes.- 

of the agents involved would be appreciated. As to what happened 

to any other effects of his, that is proStblV)^ question more ably _ , 

REC68^>37-^6 

answered by the O.A.P., yet if Bureau agents participated-rpnce.-/ -- 

they may have done so on other occasions. If the personagwhpQdjtd 1973 
open the safe were NOT FBI agents, then we are faced wlth-the._faQfc=„ 
that persons aparently posed as Bureau operatives. an even more 

interesting situation. Pebhaps this whets your own curiosity aboitf 

' 13 CORRESPONDENCE 

I - 


l 





this affair, c' ^ugh on the 


:e It onr ias' historic 


interest* Are you aware that before the* year^l^O^ he was;; 
able to transmit thousands of watts of electric >ower to 
any point on the globe WITHOUT WIRES* This and other feats 
would make him a prime target for vested interest groups, 
notably the J•P•Morgan combine with whom he had connections* 
I am aware of thejwell earned tradition of the^Bureau of NOT 
serving any master but the^common good, so again we have a 

... ;..v .-.yjx,:. •• •>'///,.■ -• 

curious point if indeed strings were pulled* Quite frankly,... 
it looks as if someone went to a lot of trouble ' to; see that 
his ideas were notvbroadly available" to* ensure the^ stability 


of their own electrictechnologicalapplecart; financially^^ 

.-»•■* . ^ 'r '■'• >. ^yW !>•',> •' 7-*' •'t* V ~**C >*'•$, 

at the expense of unguessable benefits tat* - humanity‘as'a 
whole. How would you'like tie be able to draw'imllnlt^^iwwr 
out of the air to run say a lightbulb with OWE wire?.He .did: 
it, and much more. ■ My sincere thanks for your thought and 
attentions to these .matters • r ■ • v 

•": ■ ;• • . ■ -*'v. -^'x : ' t r '.*"f*'** ' •'•• ' ” ..v„ .."'v-■ >;» .^w 

>•■ ..• *.* •.' . ' ♦, \>*'r ' V'i'' ■. i •' • j ; .•’■•, 

' • ’ J'>'-“• ' ' ■ • *.■ •".■• 


August 2, 1973 


REC 


68 / ^ ^ - 






Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 


I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso¬ 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 



A»«oc. Dir. _ 

Astt. Dir.: 

Admin._ 

Comp. Sy«t. _ 

Filet & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. _ 

Ident. _ 

Inspection _ 

Infell. _ 

Laborotory _ 

Plan. & Evol. _ 

Spec. Inv. - 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla’s death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions ii 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 
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June 9, 1975 
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Sir s: 
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DATE 
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This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th. 

In response to your Inquiry, the papers of 
Dr. Mikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kelley 

Clarence K. Kelley 
Director 


D*p. AO Adm. _ 
Dop. AD Inv. __ 
Asst. Oir.: 


NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 

world famous electrical inventor/ and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla 1 s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters. 
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13 November 1975 


Mr. Clarence Kelley 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Kelleys 
In reply to the letter 



of 10 November from your office: 


I restate that I was not asking about the existence or 
non-existence of any Investigative information o n Nikola 
(_ Jlnala, but on his technical papers seized on his death 
in 19^3 and reported in the papers of that time* 

The reason given In the reply from your office, the 
second paragraph, as to why I cannot get any Inform¬ 
ation on Tesla’s papers makes no sense in itself or 
in reply to my inquiry. The thttd paragraph stating 
the conditions under which a search will be made 
is a clear bureaucratic circumvention of the Freedom 
of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the 
individual handling my request forfSoing any work be¬ 
yond the drafting of a letter. Will it be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? 

/ 

As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the /- 

Tesla data for a magazine article. I am tempted to have 
your reply of the 10th printed and run nationally as / 

an example of how bureaucratic manoeijring is used to / 

get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this 
type of publicity? 

It is disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using its resources to mock the law. 




November 26, 1975 



L. 


hit 
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■ IS UNCLA^SIFI 
DATE- 2 J^-B) 



This will acknovledg* raccipt of your letter 
to the Bureau on November 14th.^ 


In response to your Inquiry, the papers of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by 
the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice. 

Sincerely yours. 



I A»«<k. Dif- 

D.p. AO Adm. _ 

D*p. AD l«.. _ 

Ait). Dit.: 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Sy»f. - 

Eat. Affoira _ 

File* & Com. _ 

C«n. In.. _ 

•deni. _ 

Inspect ion ____ 

Intel I. _ 

Liborotory __ 

PIon A E *ol. _ 


c. Ms Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
Attention: Susan M. Hauser 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was 

a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time 
of his death his personal papers and effects were 
impounded by Office of Alien Property for National 
Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the 
Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the 
disposition of his technical papers. The above 
reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
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Kensington, Md. 20795 
17 October 1975 


Freedom of Information Act Request 


Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Gentlemen: 



I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventors* and want to obtain information on some 
papers o f Niko J ja were seized by the FBI on his 

death in 1943. /. , /) U- '•//■ 



Tesla invented a number of electrical devices and because 
of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national 
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 



I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers; 

2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them; 

3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 

happened to them? _ _ 

■ 00 - 37 - £8 

I would be very grateful for your help with this. 

•/- o-# 
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This is to acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of 
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI 
by the Department of Justice on October 22nd .^ 
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In response to your request for files pertaining 
to Nikola Tesla, please be advised that in order to preserve 
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a 
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the FBI to maintain 
the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have 
such information in our files. 

If you can provide notarized authoxizatio'nrfrom 
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any 
information our files may contain concerning him, ve shall 
thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly. 

Since we have not conducted a search of our files, 
please do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you requested. 

Sincerely yours. 


A « t*< . Dir. - 

Dep. AO Adm. _ 

Dep. AO In*. _ 

A»»t. Dir.: 

Admin. _____ 

Comp. Syt*. _ 

Ext. AHoir« _ 

File* & C 

Gen. In*. 

Ident. _ 


Inspection_ 

Inielt. _ 


Loboro'ory _ 

P Ion. & Evol. _ 

Spec.In». - 

Training _ 

Legol Coun. _ 

Telephone Rm. — 
Director Sec'jr _ 


C. M, Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 
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The Deputy 
Attention: 

Vas (5) 


Attorney General 
Susan M. Hauser 


Enclosure 
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April 20, 1976 


Hr. Clarence Kelly 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 



Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola res la 1 s unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 

At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 


Two photos of each page exist. 

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 
time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 
difficult to translate as a foreign language. 


According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction. 

(We copied the most significant portions, but feel more exists^ z'’ j 

EX-115 SEC4K./' r _ 

have^e§£J^oc iacecli^tfo ectjj^j^f oru Four** y^arB^haye< j 

just completed an article fcfr my magazine, EDN (an electrical 
engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipt. , 
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O’Neill's book 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim ,, ^ 
to military applications. Incidentally, some of O’Neill's " ‘ M ‘ 1 

descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded_ , ,_ _ 

Tesl^s^9esults and are familiar with the experiments. At any r 

rate, fctfere.^re three possible military applications. 


Iw/C 
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to 
talked to AF personnel --such a 
Micro Networks, who saw one ins 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--thepropulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist. 


destro^aircra 


craft. I have 
ngineer at 
in flight--and 


k*1(L 


None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sangiiin^that 
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide^^HH|||^B is 
aware of our research). 
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P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 

I am notifying the C.I.A. 



Enclosures: 2 



Fusion energy: will experiments 
in ball lightning provide the key? 

A 

Paul Snigier, Associate Editor cheap and endless energy Highest voltjgc continuously oscillating 


In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atonic bomb was 


source—fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 


djmpcd-wave lightning generator (ever 
produced by mankind) creates a 
current of 1100A at 12.S MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised this to a peak 


assembled, a man-made light¬ 
ning storm is now being un¬ 
leashed. The voltages of these 


or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 


current of 2200A at 20 MV. further 
improvements could conceivably pro¬ 
duce bolts that exceed natural lightning 
(100 MV)! 


lightning bolts—20 million 
volts—arc the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project Tc»s(a, headed by 
Robert K. Colka and Dr. Robert 
YV. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature's rarest and most terrify¬ 
ing phenomena—ball lightning. 
The experiments arc based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans¬ 
mitter to produce 1.5-in. light¬ 
ning balls tli.il floated for JO sec. 



The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found¬ 
er of the U.S. fusion program, 
believe that the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic.. 




t i 

I / 



ivi»h millions o' years o' ' *y. 

• Unfortunately, prog. j. in 
fusion research, which has 
centered on magnetic confine- 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been frustr.ttingly slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! But if these promising 
experiments under way Wcn- 
dover, UT, are successful, ..*w 
unexpected confinement 
technique . could unleash Ihis 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
sphere of red, orange or yellow 
plasma, often materializes dur¬ 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa¬ 
sion, the sphere will "slip" 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi¬ 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem¬ 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 


Witnesses of ball lightnir 
have included such notables as 
Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Achcson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 905 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mev linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 
down to the floor, rolls around 
randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot¬ 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with a 60-11. 
ceiling inside—and, simultane¬ 
ously, an intense sphere of firt 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
abov e the conduit on the wall at 


irly shoulder level. It moved 
aiong the wall for a distance oi 
some 30 ft., floated out and „ - 
around the neck and shoulder ( 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several feet 
until it intercepted a duple* 
outlet on the conduit. At this the 
ball exploded, causing elec¬ 
trical damage throughout. /" 

\ 

A new state of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
stability and bouncing of fire¬ 
balls unless it intrudes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob¬ 
served state of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta¬ 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
10 n -10“ cm" 1 , with a tempera- 
•..w ' 10M0* °K—or 
seven times hottu. ...e 
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. When Tesli was talking as a scientist Ve “was'“opposed* to '' 
war 3 on moral, economic and nil practical and theoretical grounds, z 
But, like most scientists, whon ho stopped thinking ns a scientist,"-^* t « 
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in .>'0 
which he felt somo wars end situations were justifiable. A3 a ' c 'o'i- i f Wf 
scientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists .[.* *- 
applied to the pruposes of war makers, but when.the emotional phase 
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to apply 
his genius to devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying s' tt / 
protective devices. V /-o.- ' 1 

c ■<,. 

This attitude is exemplified in the following statement 
which ho prepared in the twenties but did not publish: ®>«//, 


"At present many of the ablest minds are trying to devise 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict v.'hich is 
only theoretically ended and the duration and main issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League i3 hot a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion 
of a‘number of competent men, may bring about results.just the oppo¬ 
site. It i3 particularly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
adoptod in framing the terms of peaco because a few years hence it 
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of 
which there is virtually no limit. Any pity at any distance whatso¬ 
ever from the onemy can be destroyed by him and no power on earth can 
atop him from doing so. If we want to avert an impending calamity and 
a stato of things which may transorm this glooe ~nto an inferno, wc 
should push the development o.’ flyi'ig machines and wireless transmission 
of.energy without an instant's delay and with all the power and re¬ 
sources of the nation." 


Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it-providing 
a’ curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could 
use as a protection against invasion. »'hile he might offer it as a 
defensive 'weapon,: however, there would be nothing to stop military 
men from using it' as a weapon of offense. 

While I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con¬ 
vinced that it did embody many discoveries that would be of fiomaer- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to deyelop. I 
folt that if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in¬ 
come from it which would enable him .to.proceed with his more elaoerste 
plans. To this end I sought to gain some insight into his thoughts, 
that would enable ice to get a practical plan in operation. This was 
no secret-.to Tc31g and he 3uccessf\illy parried every thrust I .made. 

The dourest conception I got, and that was largoly from 
scattered remarks, and oy making deductions from thcla, concerned a 
possible manner in which ono phase of his curtain of protection 
might operate. This was a "war" angle and aa suchdt.'dld not interest 

/ 0 O <=s ^ •£> / ( "y j 



nobutsinco It inv^ved "lightning balls, 1 ' or "firo balls,** l wu3 
very curious# Fii - .11s had always fasclna - zo, and I had read 
everything I coulc ay my hands on about the: 

A firo ball is a strango phenomenon associated with light-* 

.ning* ^omo of tho energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked Into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couple of inches to a foot in diameter* It looks like a perfect 
sphere, brightly incandescent and floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, from a 
fraction of a' second to many seconds. In this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, they may come close to 
many objects without damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud¬ 
denly, for no known reason, the ball explodes doing as much damage 
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open* 

The fire ball looked to me like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
v/hich acts as if it were just a spherical area of space iri which an 
amount of energy was crystalll-ed to .give it structure* I .felt that 
if it were possible to discover hov/ . a-large amount,of energy was * 
-stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a nev; insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda¬ 
mental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes* 


Y/hen I approached Tesla wi th pleas along this line to de¬ 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro~ 
ply by indulging in a, hot always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 
in believing theories about the complex structure of the atom. Y-hile 
he had in earlier years discussed some of his experi'nces v/ith fire 
balls in his laboratory at- Colorado Springs and explained uis theory 
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit himself 
to be drawn into a discussion of them as a possible part of his sys-* 
tern* This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue was “hot" but 
I could bo completely wrong in my conclusions. Tesla v/as very quick 
in detecting my technique when I sought to narrow down a field by 
trying to get him to deny statements Yrhcn; he was adamant to direct 
questions* 


Tesla became familiar with the destructive characteristics 
of fire balls in his experiments at Colorado Springs in 1899. Fo 
produced them quite by accident and saw them,.more’than once, explode 
and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus v/ithin his 
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration 
of a fire ball, he declared, takes place v;ith inconceivahol violence. 

He studied the process by v;hich* they were produced, not 
because he wanted to product them but in oraer to eliminate the con¬ 
ditions in which they were created* It is not pleasant, he relatori, 
to have a fire ball explcdo in your vicinity for they will destroy 
anything they come in contact ?/ith. 


it will bo necessary to reconstruct his statements from 
very fragmentary notes and a long distance memory. 



"Parasite 03 cillnti s, or circuits, within th main cir¬ 
cuit wore a -source n oungcr from this, cause, i-^xnts of resistance 
in the main circuit could result in minor 03 . .latlng circuits be¬ 
tween terminals or between two pointsu-of resistance and these minor 
circuits would havo a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur¬ 
rent of lower frequency. 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the aimination of all 
sources of losses the lire balls continued •';o occur but these wore 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 

"From .those experiences it became apparent that the fire 
ball 3 resulted from the interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla¬ 
tion of tho main circuit. • 

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. In a current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will be steeper. Y/hen the two currents react on 
each other tho resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the briefest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepower. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may causo' the total 
energy of the powerful longer wave to be discharged in an infinitos- 
mtlly small interval of tino and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to tho 
metal circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon¬ 
ceivable violence." * 

' It is but a step, from learning hov; a high frequency cur¬ 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intont. The following process appears a possible one 
but no evidence is available that it is the ono Tesla evolved: 

An oscillator, such as be used to send power wirelessly around the 
earth at Colorado Springs, is set in operation at a frequency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The’ complex structure of a ship would 
provJ.de a great number of spots in - which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
ship as a whole. Tnesc paraslste^currents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be .used 
to transmit the shorter wavelength current. 

Somewhat later I learned the reason for Tesla's reticence 
to discuss details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re¬ 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

Tesla revealed that ho had carried on negotiations with 
Prlrno Minister Chamberlin for tho sole of his ray oystem to Great 
Britain for $30,000,000 on tho basis of his presentation that the 
device would provide complete protection for tho British Isles 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provide an 



offensive wonpon to * '\ic.h Uicro war. no GeicniiC' Bo wa 3 convinced* 
lio decccr* of t) w ~nccr Jty or Mr. Chamber 2 . and hi. 3 intent to 
adopt * the dcvico l it would have prevented - outbreak of the 
them threatening wi , and would have made poa. .ole the continuation- 
under tho duress v/hich this weapon v/ould make possiblo — of the 
* working agreement involving Franco* Germany end Britain to maintain 
the status quo in Europe, Whon Chamberlin failed* at the Munich 
conference* to retain thi3 state of European equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister 
who could make tho effort to shift one corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no vlrt' e in Tesla 1 3 plan and 
proemptorially ended the negotiations. 


Tesla v;as greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne¬ 
gotiations with the Eritish Government. With it there collapsed his 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent, and, what he 
considered* his most important discoveries. Ko did not* however, 
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men¬ 
tion tho matter again. Be did not get another chance to financo the 
demonstration of these discoveries. 


During the period in which the negotiations were being 
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to Steal the in¬ 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers examined but the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There was no danger, he said* 
that his invention could ..bo stolen for he had at no .time committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust ^his memory to preserve every 
fino detail of his investigations. This'wa3 true, he said, of all 
of his later major discoveries. 

The nature of his system r/ : kes little difference now; he 
fcas gone and. has taken it y/ith him. Perhaps, if there is any com¬ 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from what¬ 
ever exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth*s struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take 
place, then v/e must await until tho human race produces another 
.Tesla. 
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Dear 


Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 
enclosures, it was certainly most thoughtful of you to 
furnish us this information, and your interest and 
courtesy are indeed appreciated. 


MAILED 6 


APR 3 ©1976 


F8I 


Sincerely yours , 

C. M. Kelley 7. : 

Clarence M. Kelley l: 
Director £. 


' blC- 


NOTE. Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with^^^H 

al^S^hii lnVento f' and at the time of his death in^L943, 

to the count^^s n security S if n thev f f C ll believed dangerous 

book, "Prodigal Genius," S JoS J/S'NeUl^alWed 
o,p. adJL he FBI took over a certain " * -t ' alle 9 ed that 

Property. Bufiles indicated S Office ol AUen^roDertv^f 9 hiS 
the Department of Justice did so. §Su. iJfcSs^M Y 
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'UlCrtUe^ -2>{alc« Senate 


To ensure proper handling please return all 
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF: 


Pat 



Respectfully referred to: 


FBI 


Please respond to the attached inquiry in 
duplicate ane return the enclosure. Thank 
you for yojr cooperation. 
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June 23, 1976 


Honorable William' Prbsniire 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Proxn.l re x 



bit 


This will respond 
enclosing the letter of Mr 
His cons la x' S3- 2.0 % 



ion of Jane 10th 
Milwaukee, 


The effects of Dr. Mikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, toy the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
of Justice and not by the TBI. Since we did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 1 am enable to 
furnish the information you desire. 


A copy of your corenunication and of t h is reply are 
being referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure 
to your ccrimuni cation is being returned as requested. 


Sincerely yours. 


C. M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


Enclosure 

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 
Civil Division 

1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 


A* toe . Dir- 

Dtp. AD Adm. 
Dop- AD Inv. _ 
Aee*. Dir.: 

Adm. Serv- 

E*t. Affoir* _ 
F in. A Per*. 

Gen. Inv.- 

Ident. - 


1 - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 

NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of 
Dr. Tesla's papers following his death. 
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August 6, 1979 



Sffismu souRCi 


T 00 * 


Ttour recent letter requesting Information concerning 
Dr. Nikola Tesla, has been received. 

' J 

The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Ke have no preprinted material 
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How¬ 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been 
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu¬ 
ments available to you under Title 28—Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

If you are interested in seeking such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. In the 
-latter you must request documents regarding the specific topic 
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interest to you 


Sincerely yours 
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William L. Bailey 
Assistant Director 
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Dep. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD In*. 
Asst. Dir.: 

Adw. Servs. _ 
Cri«. In*. _ 


Mr. 'Underwood - Enclosure 
Room 6958 


(This correspondence response iiay engender a future FOIA in- 
quiry.) ^ 1 ‘. ;.i:. '' 
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upon available,information,‘correspondent is not 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT^ .^.^UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memorandum 


Mr. Bresson 



bid. 


n 

.-TJ 


REGARDING DR. NIKOLA "TESLA 


PURPOSE: 


date: 2/25/80 


Atiac. Du.__ 

Dr, AD kim. _ 
Ovp . AD In*._. 

A»»l. Dm.: 

A dm. S«r*t._ 

Ciim. In*. . _ 

Idc.f_ 

Lull_ 

Lobetalory _ 

lt|«l Cmi. ... 

PI on & Intp _ 

R«C. M<jnt _ 

Teck. So**t• __ 
Training _ . - 

Pwkl.t AIL. OH. _ 
Tolopkoat R«. _ 

Director't Soc'y 



To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 


DETAILS: 


A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 




\ 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and £apdle any future requests 
for such information. ^ / 0 ~~ *2, - ’ 
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□ RECOMMENDATION/COMMENT l 

□ LOG [ 

□ NECESSARY ACTION 

□ SEE REMARKS ON REVERSE 1 

□ FILE 1 

□ COORDINATE 

□ MAKE COPIES (NO. ) 1 

□ SEE ME 1 

□ PER INQUIRY 

□ RETURN(BY ) 

□ CALL ME 1 

3 INFORMATION 

FROM Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts Branch 
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ROOM 

rHOMAS H . Z7ZZZZ on S 3 v" .v; Or -' rr 
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DATE 
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O* . .wt - THE UNDEJfSECIWARV ^ DE\ JSE 



RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 


WASHINGTON. D C. 20301 

FEDERAL G0VEKN5®nf 9 FEB 1381 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 


(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of-a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Nicol^Tesla was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 


(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 


(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 
the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the ^ 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-7417, 
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Allan J. MacLaren 
LtColonel, USAF 
Military Assistant 
Strategic and Space Systems 
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Strategic and Space Systems 
Office of the Under Secretary 
of Defense ~ 

tJaahinrton, D. C. 20301 

Dear Colonel Mac hirer.: 


PDERAI GOVERSWE*' 1 

1. £ T.T contained \ 


Your rer.orari6v).r. of February 9 requesting access to 
the- scientific papers of Dr. Mihola^Teflla which night be in 
our files has been referred to office for reply. 


A prelirirary review of cur files indicates that the 
F_: die not participate i?* the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belong- 
ii'a-s fcllowi::*;; hie death in ‘iev; Yorh City 'in January, 1943. 
bis pagers vre-ro exabinorJ by rerr e sen tat ivc s of the Office 
of Alien Property, the l<avy Department an'* the Office of 
Scientific Kesearc}* and Development. In February, 194, 
p*I^rs apparently wore released to ?lr. Sava Kosab- 
Dr. Yesia's nephew and the administrator of bin est* 

‘*.r. ovic * -j aljrrcs ~ t thr.t ti: *• v:: 11. Ce; fr::l \?a; 

wCu:.:., '.;vV Verb, :bv Yor-.- 



cc.tc curcu <*'f c.-r ibices is being nade to 


deter: ine if we nave any Information that rdLght bo useful 
to you. You will Do notified of th<? results of this search 
at the earliest possible date. 
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Roger F. Young - * 

Assistant Director in Chargo 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 
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Ltr it^ic_ an-£ ^x ico gy*t c ?.s 
office c: the Und er Secret dry 
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Dear CcIohgI Hacl^ren 


all intonation contained \ 

IIEREX.*; IS UNCLASSIFIED ->• 
daieA-v-x -Vi RY >jp\Asa^\>a' 
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A complete j&axrch of our retrievable flius ebneern- 
ii %2 Dr. blkola^cslv' shova that all notes and aatarial in hia. 
ii .meJi.i to poo^easio;: at the Li~c of biz .1 _ith cn January 7, li 
were placed in the cu&to-l/ cf the Alien froperty CusUfii:; 
u Filer seal by the Jr.itv -1 States Govrrrvx:<r*t« Those xa ter iris 
have sever been in the care or custody of the TZ I*. 
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C.«c AD l Nv . . 
f*K AD Arf«. 
Emc AD LES . 
Asst. Dir.: 

ASere* _ 

Cria. lov._ 

lAt-nf._ 

lm«ll_ 


-• thorough review of the offsets o 
a-., if.ecs of biyhifiw.rr.t vr.luc te th: Vnitod 1*.tales war oiiort 
could !>& 1 ounc.• tis effects vtre examine! at the hard, sitan 
dare louse and Storage Cj:;;,\ s:;y at S2nl er.rl 7 th Avenue, Itv VorK, 
he* Vork, where they apr/ortiritiy were taker; after hi l ccztli. Per- 
tic.ij*aiin\ in this* examination vsrc representatives fro:-! the 

York «.n! h’Achittgtcvs officer of the Alien Property Tuttollin, tlve 
Office of Scientific P.csearch and Development at the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute of Technology, the Office of Naval Intel¬ 
ligence, and united States Naval i:e>ocrch. The Y2 1 did not 
Uxdputo in this euuL.inaticn. (65—47953 section 1 ) 

It war the considered opinion of a spohetman of those 
examiners ‘ that there c>:ist among Dr. Tesla's papers and posses¬ 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could bo o r 
significant value to this country or which would constitute a 
hazard in unfriendly hands.® Tharc was thought to be no 
technical or riilitary reason why further custody of the property 
should bed retained. However, our files indicate that certain 
papers, which vare regarded as typical of TUlola Tesla's writings 
thoughts in the period of 1925 tf# $£42, ' vero^o:-;Ove ’ for /) 
t'.c gfeu^ejcf rfcpqd to the Cfflco'of the All 07 .^ 0 ? 

(65-47953 section 1) 
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anc 3 trunks an-ier seal by the Sow York 3e;-*rtaunt £>- taxation. 

7 hc rental for this storage, approximately $15 p6r aonth# 
was being paid by Charlotte Kuxar, 134 Cast £ 3 rd Street; 

Kcv/ Tor!:, ttev ¥ori:, vho vas listed an an agent for Sava Xosanovich# 
Dr- To3la l s nephr»%- and administrator o* his estate. (65-47953-14) 


On October 76, 1945, ?r4v n1 HIoy en-^dt^gerald# tl. .IS, 

, a younr scientist who had been Tesla’s protege# called 
in person at our Nov York Field Office. With hi» were 

S iv-r>-^avl-r ^ T ^ rattr X trr^nozrbvrt-O^^Schutt on:l Lt.VfcUi:.\> 

^oulo fror a research development unit at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio. These non carried a letter signed by Brigadier General 
l?r-C? ‘Craijca#- Chief Sncincsriiyj Oivisionv' Wright f’ield, request¬ 
ing that the FBI alloy the bearers of the latter access to the ’• 
effects of Ttikola Tesla. (65-47953-15) / 

*«# • 

It was explained to thi-s-siLi tar.y- >coat inger.t that the 
FBI had no jurisdiction over Tesla’s effects# and they ware 
referred to the Office of the Alien Property Custodian. Bureau 
files do not indicate whether tho aen ever examined Tesla's 
tol jr: .injo. (65-47953-15) 


Tic Tenia effects 
Sunhdttari Storage Company, 
company nanageaent that the 
by 'Federal authorities* in 


rsjoair.frd Ir. roo.,s? 5J and 5L of the 
In the 1950s# Pul Agents were told by 
only recorded visit had been cade 
January, 1943. The-floor supers 


,v±ror recalled that the men had taken numerous photographs. 

Bis description of the equipnont used would tend to show that : 
a microfilm reproduction was na.de of the papers of the deceased. 
(65-47953-27) ' ' 7 v 

Our files do not reflect any pertinent information 
on the Tesla materials since that date. Their currant whereabouts 
or condition are not reflected in our files. v * 


Per further information regarding this matter, you cay 
wish to contact the Offiac of the Alien Property Custodian and 
the other Federal agencies mentioned above. i v v :v - * . 

*\ I hope that vo have been .Of asr.lstance to you. j 


•\y* • 


Assistant Director ir. Charge 
Office: of Congressional 



and Public Affairs 


(corrriMV^D - 


2 
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fVOrEu On February 9, 178 1, . Pix-Ur'.f) to «us inquiring 

sboWt7 the scientific papers of Dr. Vitold 7esi&. 2n> & return) 
letter of .-larch 9, vc inforiaed his* that, a thorough review of 
our files would be made in search of the information be requestor 
Thirr v&s done and he i s being informed of the results. Tesla 1 e 
papers h&vo been the subject of numerous inquiries by various 
individuals and organizations since fcis death. Ffcl received 
over 20 FOIA requests on this rsatter during the period 1973- 
1980. Xatter coordinated vlth FOIA Section, R*£3. 
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1 APR 1981 


Mr. Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Young, 


« rf, 


'U i 


y 
* -J 


Dear Mr. Young, ^ 

Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981,*'in 

o 

response to our request re Dr. JLasLLa. We very much appreciate the effort 

A7/ *//• 

that must have gone iTTiir Lilly. On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 
(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 
you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 


Sincerely, 


t:r. ~V/—ion c^a:::h> y 




Allan J-AMacLaren 


Military Assistant 
^ Strategic^aTTd"5pace Systems 
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Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


old. 

,'f? l 0P' cU 




21 July 1981 
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While attending college, I came ^cross, an article about the 
electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla. ' "Hr~ iesTa was an electrical 
genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla 

OUTSIDE 

designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth 1 s 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec¬ 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag¬ 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the- 
FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 
this story and if so what was the FBI’s reasons and when are the 
archives opened again so that Tesla’s work could come to light 
again. Now bear in mind that this man was ary'ale^trical genius 

s7 .J. *Y / - ^ / 

and even had a unit of electrical measure named after hi nn / 

he did figure oilt k way to utilize the earth’s electromagnetic 

. * 7 AUG 11 :9?j .• 

waves then I believe that we are ready to gradually phase out 


\, 


our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle > 
East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into J 


o 



space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 

should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 
heading. 


AUG 1Q W81 


August 7, 1981 
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Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21st 
to me for a reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Nikola 
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the FBI 
is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 
Dr. Tesla's belongings. 


To be as helpful as possible, I am forwarding a 
copy of this ocmmunication to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely, 



u 


Roger 8. Young -r 

Assistant Director ip Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 

- Actin^ -Assistartb^ttornoy i-General“^5*iiclosure — 

Civil Division fcyl ^ 


NOTE : i s not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. TeL o.a 

! died <^^^^/4^anc^J^nave received \\pgipb correspondence 
V regarding his belongings which,jwere ajnpounded by the Office / 


N ’ of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. , 

' i0$ci r i 4 ) V; V nc \ 


c. / 


M 


MI \ 


MAIL ROOM \j6 1 ! 





Approved: 


53N0V I' 198 


Transmitted 


(Number) 











Inc 


blC 


bl 


v 

seJet 


involvement in the seizing of Nikola Tesla*s research papers 
and other documents and scientific instruments after his death 
on January 7, 1943. i 

They both/’Explained that Tesla was a scientific 
genius and experimenter who w as bom in Yu goslavia of Serbian 
parents o n 7/10/56; went to school later in Gratz, Ausjtria, 

Prague, Czechoslo yakJLa _ and Paris, Franc e. He immigrated to 
the U.S. in"the""'early 1880's, worked for Thomas Edison's laboratory 
for a couple of years, then started his own lab after being paid 
$1 million dollars for rights to his patents on his polyphase 
systems of alternating current dynamos, which le£d to the t • y V /J 

harnessing of Niagra Falls for producing electricity f i - 

and then the power system of the whole country. He was naturalized 
in 1889. He predicted wireless communication (radio). His later 
experiments in Colorado and elsewhere lepdto his producing 
artificial lightning in the millions of volts. He also had 

J atents on the concept of neon and flourescent lights, but he 
ater made little money on his later inventions, although he 
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great 
potential worth, which he never patented. He became more 
reclusive in his later years, living in various hotels in New York 
City. In the 1930's he claimed he had developed the concept and 
method of building a "death ray", which could destroy planes at 
many miles distant, for defending America. Also, there are reports 
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or 
many large city buildings from some distance away. 


"some" 


Both«|^Hpand^^mPfsaid that Tesla donated 
of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute in 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the 1930's in his honor by their 
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that either the custodian 
of Alien Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other 
personal effects, including a safe or safes, and other property 
immediately after his death in 1943. This is elaborated on in 
the enclosed copies of certain pages of Margaret Cheney's book, 
"Tesla: Man Out of Time". 

S said that after World War II Tesla's papers were 
sla Institi^te in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, by his 
B ay ic., who had become Tito s *'-f B toSasla3or to the //\ 
u.j. meie wcjlc reports that some microfilming of Tesla's —— 

papers by government agents while they were still in storage 
in New York under Kosanovic's custody. 


a 

SF.j^.T 
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Also, the Soviet Union has allegedly had access 
to some of Tesla's papers, possibly in Belgrade and/or 
else where, which influenced their early research into directed 
energy weapons, and Butler feels access to much of Tesla's 
papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays" would 
give him more insight into the Soviet beam weapons program. 

This is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He 
has been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same 
in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFBJ However, 
there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by 
the Custodian of Alien Property Office in Washington, D.C. to 
a technical research lab at WPAFB, possibly the "Equipment 
Lab", now closed for some years or reorganized into another 
organization. 


the locations o 



are both desirous of learning 
srs ot Tesla as now exist in the U.S., 
for both intelligence and research purposes. Therefore, Butler 
would like to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla and 
possibly any on Sava Kosanovic, his nephew who received the 
bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly 
have been the subject of FBI investigation. 


FTD busine 



travels to the Washington, D.C. area on 
rlodically and can review FBI files at FBIHQ 


relating to Tesla and Kosanovic. 


t 


L1C 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

The Bureau is requested to conduct full indices checks 
on both Nikola Tesla and Sava Kosanovic. 

Should there be such files at FBIHQ, as well as at 
New Yozl^^^^^^emiested that Bureau consider granting the 
aboveFTD, official access to same, in the 
interes^o^HffWHSx security. 

LEADS 


NEW YORK 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Will conduct same indices check as requested of 
Bureau and advise the Bureau and Cincinnati of results and 
confirm such files and references still exist there. AM 

-3- secWt 





“A VISIONARY GENIUS AS FERTILE AS 
ANY IN THE MODERN HISTORY OF 
SCIENCE...” 


Flamboyant, eccentric, almost supernaturalty gifted, 
had he been bom today he would still be ahead of his 
time. Called a madman by some, a genius by others, 
and an enigma by nearly everyone. Mikola Tesla was 
perhaps the greatest inventor the world has ever known. 

He was a trailblazer who created astonishing, world- 
transforming devices, often without theoretical prece¬ 
dent It was Tesla wtio harnessed the alternating electrical 
current we use today...Tesla who actually invented 
radio...Tesla who invented fluorescent lighting and the 
incredible bladeless turbine. He introduced us to the 
fundamentals of robotryand computer and missile 
science, which continue to create and transform the 
future. 

This fascinating new biography, acclaimed by Ameri¬ 
can Scientist as “excellent... a significant contribution 
to the recent history of science," is a riveting journey 
into the mind of the nineteenth-century wizard who was 
Edison’s enemy, Mark Twain’s friend. J. P. Morgans 
client, and mentor to many of the twentieth-century’s 
most famous scientists. 


MAKGARE F G IF MT V is a s<- ieiy o writer and auth< >r ot 
two other nonti< tion books Sh** lives in California. 

* The Sund.ui Time s of London 






MARGARET CHENEY 





visionary 
genius, his 
discoveries 
radically 
''changed—and 
\ continue 
\to change 
-4the world 
w£iivc 4n. 
“A dramatic 
and poignant 
portrait.” 
—Discover 
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The ill-fated Wardenclyffe tower built in 1901-03. It was 
intended for radio broadcasting and wireless transmission of 

K°^n- aCr< V? At,antic - (Courtesy L. Anderson, after photo 

by Lillian McChesney) 


An artist's rendering of Tesla’s concept of the war of the future. 
The towerlike structures (based on the intended final form of 
the Wardenclyffe tower) are directing remote-controlled 
defenses against robot attackers. As Hugo Gernsback wrote in 
Science and Invention, where this illustration appeared, 
“Machines only will meet in mortal combat. It will be a 
veritable war of Science." (Gernsback Publications, Inc.) 
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A trio of scientific greats: Albert Einstein, Nikola Tesla, and 
Charles Steinmetz, as they appeared in 1921 in a visit to the 
RCA transoceanic station at New Brunswick, N.J. At the time, 
Tesla was deeply involved in his patent dispute with Marconi. 
Only after his death would the U.S. Supreme Court uphold 
Tesla’s claim to be the true father of radio. (RCA) 





Tesla in his laboratory, 

1898. The device shown 
is an unconnected coil 
illustrating the action of 
two resonating circuits of 
different frequencies— 
today one of the basic 
circuits used in computers. 
The pressure at the end 
of the coil facing the 
viewer (illuminated by 
streamers) is 
approximately one half 
million volts. (Courtesy 
L. Anderson) 










Discharge of several million volts cascading around Tesla in his 
Colorado Springs laboratory. The roar that accompanied such 
discharges could be heard ten miles away. (Burndy Library) 
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of low frequency, and would yield sinusoidal and continuous osdlla 
boos like those of an alternate* ' - 

Taken In the narrowest significance of the term, however," 
Tesla wrote, “it Is a resonant transformer which, besides possessing 
these qualities, is accurately proportioned to At the globe and Its 
electrical constants and properties, by virtue of which design tt 
becomes highly efficient and effective in the wireless transmission of 
energy Distance Is then absolutely eliminated, there being no diminu¬ 
tion In the Intensify of the transmitted Impulses, ft Is even possible to 
make the actions Increase with the distance from the pkmt according 
to an exact mathematical law " 4 

Once this powerful equipment was built and the Inventor 
began testing he was able to emulate the electrical fireworks of even 
the wildest mountain storms When the transmitter was operating, 
lightning arresters In a twelve-mile radius from his station were bridged 
with continuous fiery arcs, stronger and more persistent than those 
produced by natural lightning. ^ 

For the first time he kept a careful daily diary in which he 
recorded every aspect of his research. And because visual effects were 
useful as well as thrilling, he devoted many hours to photographic 
experiments. 

The equipment Tesla Ofos perfecting would, he hoped, one 
day be adaptable for commercial use. But first, thousands of observa¬ 
tions and delicate adjustments had to be made. He no longer trusted 
his legendary memory to store such a volume of Information. His daily 
notes referred constantly to experiments that had failed to turn out as 
expected, and he would ask himself why This process was at sharp 
variance uMth the one he claimed to have used throughout his earlier 
fife Now middle-aged, he may hove felt his memory waning sfightiy 
Certainly he felt driven by the pressures of hb self-imposed deadline 
In his Colorado journal his lifelong fascination with visual 
phenomena b underscored. The flashing lights that he had always 
experienced on the screen of hb mind were dramatically externalized, 
and hb descriptions, among the mass of mathematical formulas, are 
detailed, loving, almost erotic in their lingering portrayal of the colors 
and grandeur of hb Colorado electrical storms . 4 

Nights when experiments were being made with the magnify¬ 
ing transmitter the prairie sky exploded with sound and colot Even the 
earth seemed alive and the crash of thunder from the spark gap could 
be heard for miles Butterflies were sucked into the vortex of the 













Death and Transfiguration 


The new government erf King Peter, with broad popular support, 
confronted the Germans and refused to ratify the compromise agree¬ 
ment that had been made with Hitler by Prince Ptiul Almost at once 
reprisals began. 

On Palm Sunday 1941, three hundred Luftwaffe bombers 
swept over the Yugoslav capital of Belgrade Methodically they 
crisscrossed the city street by street, strafing everything that breathed 
By noon 25,000 civilians were dead, and the wounded lay every¬ 
where. Most public buildings were left in ruins, including the modem 
laboratory known as the Tesla Institute. 

The combined armed forces of Germany Italy Hungary and 
Bulgaria Invaded the doomed country Within only days the Yugoslav 
Army was crushed, and King Peter was sent to England for safety Hb 
government-ln-exile would operate from London for the remainder of 
World War 1L 

This, however, was only the beginning of the war for 
Yugoslavs. Accustomed to successive invasions for a thousand yean, 
the people were resilient The remnants of the Army and Communist 
factions withdrew Into the mountains, from which they launched 
guerrilla attacks on the invaders. These armed fighters, men and 
women, were suppfied with food grown by the old people and children 
remaining in undefended villages 

Against them the Nads and Fascists carried out murderous 
reprisals. In the fishing villages and along the stony slopes of the 
Adriatic, half the people in every hamlet were systematically shot 

Soon, however, it became apparent to military strategists In the 
United States and England that, not only were Axis forces klBing 
Yugoslavs, but rival guerrilla factions of monarchists and Communists 
had begun to vie for Allied support and were shooting each other as 
well as the Invaders. 

Col Drazha Mihaflovtd, a Serbian army officer, led a faction 
called Chetniks (the “Yugoslav Army In the Fatherland"), composed 
mainly of Serbian and Bosnian monarchists. With dose ties to King 
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Peter, they became the first major resistance movement In Europe. 1 
The initial British aid to Yugoslavia went to the Chetniks, but It was 
short-fived The National Liberation Army or Partisans, led by Jodp 
Broz Tito of the Communist Party was swiftly rising to prominence. 

Allied strategists knew Bttie of Tito. It was said he had been left 
wounded on a battlefield In 1917 and captured by the Russians. There 
he was trained as a Communist leader and sent to France during the 
Spanish Qvfl War to aid the Loyafists or Republicans. 

A Croat, Tito had Bttie reason to love the monarchy for he was 
Imprisoned after returning to Yugoslavia. On release, he became 
active in organising a metal worker^ union and helped to build the 
Yugoslav labor movement His emergence as head of the Partisans In 
World War II was that of a natural leader who Inspired his fighters and 
maintained rigorous discipline. He was looking ahead to a time when 
the Slavs could rebuild a freetmd united country without oppression 
either by foreigners or kings. 

Tito’s goal was to set up committees of popular feberation after 
the Russian style, while Mihatiovid and the Chetniks favored local 
administrative authorities under the monarchy Both factions kept on 
killing Germans and hafians but, unfortunately they aiao continued 
murdering each other* 

Pro! Bogdan Raditsa*, then director of the information service 
of the Yugoslav Embassy In Washington. D.C, recalls, “The situation 
became rather compticated when Yugoslavia collapsed In 1941 and 
when, at the end of that year, a Royal Yugoslav Mission came to this 
country" It was composed of members of King Rater's government 
and the Ban (Govemdr) of Croatia, Dr. Ivan Subattd. Sava Koymovid- 
Tg4a> nephe w then a member of the Democratic PtotvPakoarihred as 
a mmfcberTJ tire exiled government. • 

“As soon as Kosanovtd came to the States,” says Professor 
Raditsa, “he tried to reorient Tesla from the exclusive Serbian policy 
and he succeeded Tesla, even before, never felt himself a Great 
Serbian chauvinist He used to say T am a Serb but my fatherland is 
Croatia.’** 

The conflict between Serbs and Croats In exile intensified as 
the war went on, paralyzing normal Slav diplomatic activities in 
London, Washington, and New York. 

“Kosanovtd, though a Serb," recalls Raditsa, “was leading the 
struggle for a brotherhood between the Serbs and Croats against 
Fotid and many other Serb members of various Yugoslav missions. 

“Rattea briongsd to • bmiy In southern Croatia that had afcMy* fawoad • unton ot 

OnfcM sad Seta 
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Thus he began using Tesla for the policy directed against the Grat W 
Serbians. f 

"Tesla hJmseh... was not aware of the deep conffld between ft 
the Serbs and Croats, and as basicaly a scientist and in old age, he 
was very cancfid In pofibes." 

RacHtsa said he seemed happy that he finafiy had a man of hh ‘ 
own blood near him In New York and noted that Tesla began to idy 
upon Kosanovid's opinion on everything. During this period the 
inventor was receMng about $500 per month from the royal govern¬ 
ment as an honorarium. 

Various political messages eHdted from Testa for home con* - 
sumption, says Raditsa, were actually written by Kosanovic. 4 

Toward the end of 1942 the Yugoslav Information Center was 
opened In New York In the Royal Mission headquarters on Fifth 
Avenue. Raditsa and Kosanovfd worked together at this office, issuing \ 
bulletins and other pubficattons. But a crisis broke out when nevus 
reached them of the fighting between NfihaOovtd and Tito. 

"Kosanovid," he said, "joined Tito and began to popularize the 
National Lfoerahon Movement for a new Yugoslavia. He had a terrible 
time to convince Tesla that monarchy was losing in Yugoslavia and ’ 
that a new Yugoslavia was beginning to come out from the fratricidal 
dvil war: As the largest majority of Serbs in Croatia were joining THo, 
Kosanovic convinced Tesla that he too should Join the movement that 
was largely shared by the masses of the people, Serbs and Croats. So 
Tesla's message to the Serbs and Croats was written by Kosanovic.”* 

On the wails of the Tesla Museum in Belgrade one may read a 
vastly enlarged photocopy of the words allegedly sent by Tesla to Ns 
embattled countrymen only months before his own death. American 
Vice-President Henry A. Wallace also had a hand tn its drafting 
Typewritten, tt has many cross-outs and interiinings tn Tesla's own 
handwriting yet the style to that of an ideologue, which the inventor 
was not 

Out of this war... a new worid must be bom, a world 
that would justify the sacrifices offered by humanity This ... 
must be a world in which there shal be no exploitation of the 
weak by the strong, of the good by the evil, where there wffl be 
no humiliation of the poor by the violence of the rich; where 
the products of the intellect, science, and art will serve society 
for the betterment and beautification of fife, and not the 
individuals for achieving wealth. This new world shall not be a 
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worid of the downtrodden and humOaled, but of fret men and 

free nations, equal In cfignfty and respect for man. 

The Inventory name abo appeared on another message—sent 
to the Soviet Academy of Sciences on October 12,1941, urging joint 
struggle against the Axis powers by Russia, Great Britain, and America, 
In aid of the revolutionary struggle of the Yugoslav people. This 
message to not to be seen In the Museum, however; presumably 
because nostalgia Russlan-style has ceased to be politic. 

Kosanovtd became chairman of the Yugoslav Economic Mis¬ 
sion advocating a New Yugoslav federation versus the centrafcs&c 
prewar royalist Yugoslavia. This new o rganiz ation abo began working 
for a new Centra) East European Federation. Raditsa too became a 
member of the Tito movement 

King Peter was desperately seeking for Mlhaliovid the support 
of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, as wefi as that of Ms own Unde Bertie, who wee King 
George VI of England. The British, at first sympathetic to the Chetnlk 
cause, began to change as they received reports of the agperetus 
actions of Tito’s Partisans. 

In 1942LKing Peter vtottod Washington to Intercede wtth FDR. 
Yugoslav pilots were being trained tn Tennessee. FDR told him that 
America would send airplanes to the Chetniks as soon as they could 
be spared from the war in the Middle East The monarch visited New 
York City attending a large reception for the American Friends of 
Yugoslavia at the Colony Club. The Colony the firstfemale sodaltietf 
dub In America, had been founded at the Inspiration of energeti c 
Anne Morgan. She attended the function, as did the King* mother; 
Queen Marie, and Mrs. Rooeeveit h was the sort of affair Tesla himself 
would have delighted In had he not been weak and UL So King Pet* 
went to him. 

In his efiarie* (A King* Heritage}, under date July 8,1942, the 
young Peter D writes “I vtotted Dt Nicola Tesla, the world-famous 
Yugoriav-American scientist, In hto apartment In the Hotel New Yorket 
After I had greeted him the aged scientist said: It Is my greatest honoc 
I am slad you are In your youth, and I am content that you wfl be a 
great rulet I believe I will five until you come back to a free Yugoslavia. 
From your father you have received hb last words: ’Guard Yugoslavia.’ 
I am proud to be a Serbian and a Yugoslav Our people cannot perish. 
Preserve the unity of all Yugoslavs—the Serbs, the Croats, and 
Slovenes.”* 
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The King added that he was deeply touched and that both he 
and Dl Tesla had wept He then visited Columbia University to be 
warmly welcomed by President Nicholas Murray Butler and to find 
another fink with hb own country tn the Puptn Physics Laboratory 

Returning to Washington, he was assured by FDR that food, 
clothing, arms, and ammunition would be dropped over Yugoslavia. 
But he was shocked when, In 1943, the British Mission in Yugoslavia 
made official contact wtth Tito. Peter asked to be parachuted Into his 
country but Churchill demurred TUo openly accused MihaikMd of 
being a traltoc* 

At the Teheran Conference In November there occurred, 
largely at Churchill's Instance, what the King described as a "fatal 
change" of Aflled poficy It was decided that “the basic force fighting 
the Germans tn Yugoslavia recognized by the Allies was the National 
Liberation Army under the command of Tito, and the Partisan force 
received full recognition as an Allied Army Mihailovfo was thus denied 
and abandoned.”’ 
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Winston Churchill overnight became a hero of modem 
Yugoslavia. And when the young monarch frantically wrote to FDR for 
support, the aifing President replied urging him to accept Churchill* 
advice "as If it was my own." Within months Roosevelt died. 

with certain other diplomatic 


_ _the monarch,* 

tokTfeogdan Radit£a In those 
had been terribly shocked by his nephew's 
exclusion from the royal government In fact Kosanovid believed that 
the Inventor's death was actually precipitated by his own "setback.” 

"He thought" Kosanovid repeatedly told Radltsa, "that l was 
punished, and that eventually I would be arrested or something of the 
kind, but I succeeded to convince him that It was inevitable in 
poll tics.’*' 

During this period Kosanovid was frank in saying that he tried 
to keep Tesla from seeing members of the royal government Ambas¬ 
sador Fetid had become "the enemy” since he still favored a Great 
Serbian policy as opposed to the changes ahead Tesla's relationship 
with this old friend became "lukewarm.” 


"There is no doubt" says Professor Radltsa, “that the whole 
Intemedne tragedy of Yugoslavia from 1941 to 1943 must have had a 
rather depressing impact upon Tesla. Very often he would ask me, 
could 1 explain to him what was going on among us, and why we 
cannot agree....” 


i 

• j 

DEATH AND TRANSFIGURATION «-► 263 

After the w&t MIhaflovid would be e xecut e d by a "People* i 
Court" for alleged collaboration with the enemy and the Republic of 
Yugoslavia declared to exist with Tito as President for fife and the 
Communists firmly In charge. 

A count of Yugoslavian casualties at ihe end of World War II 
dsdosed that 2 mllbon persons had died; tni0caBy many thousands 
had been killed by feflow Yugoslavs. 

"A ftffthe war. " recalls Professor Radltsa, frerama 

a n^jstgLlaJbgJl^ * ^Wwslstant in 

th^M&ltryiHnkxTnation from 1944 to 1945, when 1 left the country 
for I couldn’t become a Communist Later on In 1946, Sava Kosanovid 
became Tito’s ambassador In Washington but 1 never saw him again 
after I left Belgrade in October of 1945. Kosanovid had accepted totally 
the Communist system In Yugoslavia and remained loyal until his 
death” 

There had not been a time In ten cdhiuries when the Yugoslavs 
had not been ruled and ransacked by Invaders—by Venetians, * 
Romans, Turks, Bulgare, Austrians, Hungarians, Germans, Italians, 
when they were not fivlng under threat of torture, prfoon, or violent 
death Now a marvelous Truth began to dawn upon them: that they 
were free. In a manner of speaking. 

Tesla would not Hve to see this. Whether he could ever have 
accepted the new government, with Its Soviet-type Constitution and a 
Soviet alliance, whether he could ever have acoepted the permanent 
exile of hts beloved monarch, are unanswerable questions. 

Unfortunately however, aO this was to have a bearing on how 
he would be remembered In the West The faefing of his scientific 
reputation, the forgetfulness of Americans In the postwar period, 
resulted In large degree from the disappearance of most of hfa scientific 
papers behind that new Cold War phenomenon, the Iron Curtain. 

In 1948 Yugoslavia ceased to be an lion Curtain country 
declaring Its Independence horn the Soviet doctrine of "fimlted 
sovereignty" America and her allies then were generous In sendtng 
economic and military aid to the Slavs; but the damage had been 
done. America had not raced to Tito’s wartime support with the 
alacrity that Churchill had shown. In the future It would not be made 
easy for American scholars to draw on Yugoslav sources to document 
the achievements of Nikola Tesla. 

The Inventor became very feeble In the winter of 1942. Hb 
fear of germs was so obsessive that even his dosest friends were 
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reqiired to stand at a distance, Bke the subjects of a neurotic Tudoc 
(Rgeon germs did not seem to worry him.) He had heart trouble and 
suffered occasionally from fainting spetis. No longer able to feed his 
beloved birds, he often refeed upon a young man named Ch«ies 
Hauler; who owned radng pigeons, to take case of them for him. 

Hausler had worked for Tesla In this capacity from around 
1928 onward, his )ob being to go to the New York Public Library at 
noon each day with grain and then to walk around the four sides of the 
buticfeng looking for young or Injured birds on window sitis or behind 
large statues. He would take them to Tesla's hotel for rest and 
recuperation. Then, he has recalled, 1 would release them at the 
library for him." He remembered that the cages In Tesla's rooms had 
been built by a fine carpenter—“as Ml Tesla was in all hb doings it 
had to be done right" The pigeons also enjoyed a curtained shower 
both. 

Hausler and Tesla spent many hours together; talking mostly cf 
pigeons. Once Tesla confided to him that Thomas Edison could not 
be trusted" The boy remembered his employer as “a very kind and 
considerate human person," and there was one Incident that stood ouU- 
In hb mind long afterward “He had a large box or container in k£! 
Z^room near the pigeon cages and he told me » be very careful not to. * 

? dbturb the box,” said Hausler; “as it contained something that could ") 
destroy an airplane in the sky and he had hopes of presenting it to the / 
world* He believed It probably was stored in the cellar of the hotei^ 

On a bitter day in early January 1943, Tesla caBed hb other 
messenger boy; Kerrigan, and gave him a sealed envelope addressed 
to Ml Samuel Clemens, 35, South Rfth Avenue, New York City The 
boy set forth Into the whipping vrind and searched fruitlessly for the 
number As It turned out this had been the address of Tesla’s first 
laboratory, but now South Rfth Avenue was West Broadway and no 
one by the name of Samuel Clemens feved In the area. 

Kerrigan made hb way back to the Hotel New Yorker and 
reported to the sick man. In a weak voice, Tesla explained that 
Clemens was the famous Mark Twain and that everyone knew of him 
He tent Kerrigan forth once more, and thb time asked him also to take 
care of the pigeons. The perturbed messenger fed the birds and then 
consulted hb supervisor, who told him that Mark Twain had been dead 
for twenty-five yean. Once again Kerrigan trudged through the oold 
afternoon to Tesla's rooms, whew he explained and tried to return ths 
envelope. 
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The Inventor was indignant and refused to hear that the 
humorist was dead “He was hi my room last night," he said “He sat 
In that chair and talked to me for an hour He b having financial 
cfefficultles and needs my help So—don’t come back until you have 
delivered that envelope." Once again the messenger went to hb 
supervisor and together they opened the envelope. It contained a 
blank sheet of paper wrapped around twenty five-dollar bilb—enough 
to help an old friend through a Httte fainting spe& 

On the fourth of January the inventor; although very weak, 
went to hb office to make an experiment that George Scherff was 
Interested in. Scherff dropped in to help him prepare for it The work 
was interrupted however; when Tesla feh a recurrence of some sharp 
pains In hb chest 

Refusing medical aid, he returned to hb hoteL Next day a maid 
came In and cleaned As she left, he asked her to put the Do Not 
Dbturb sign on hb door to keep visitors away and not to bother 
cleaning. The sign remained these th$ following day and the one after 
that 

Early on the morning of January 8, Alice Monaghan, a maid. 
Ignored the sign and entered the apartment to find the Inventor dead 
In bed, hb sunkervremadated face composed 19 Assistant Medfcal 
Examiner H W. Wembiy examined the body .placed the time of death 
as 10:30 P.M. on January 7,1943, and gave hb opinion that the cause 
cf death had been coronary thrombosis. Tesla had (feed tn hb steeps 
and the examiner noted that he had found “No s uspicious circum¬ 
stances." The inventor was eighty-six years of age. 

Kenneth Swezey was notified at once; and at ten o’clock that 
morning he telephoned to Dl Rado at New York University King 
Peter's headquarters, then at 745 Fifth Avenue, was advised by the 
professor Tesla's nephew Kosanovtt, then wartime president of the 
Eastern and Central European Planning Board for the Balkan coun¬ 
tries, also was notified 

Then the FBI was caDed Swezey and Kosanovtd summoned a 
locksmith and Tesla* safe was opened and the contents examined 

The body was removed to the Frank E. Campbefi Funeral 
Horne at Madbon Avenue and 81st Street and a sculptor was engaged 
by Hugo Gemsback to prepare a death mask of the inventor: 

Just before Tesla’s death, Eleanor Roosevelt had tried to 
Intercede in hb behalf with President Rooseveh—perhaps with the 
idea of conferring some honor upon him. In the Tesla Museum at 
Belgrade three brief notes on White House stationery may be read On 
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January 1, at the request of author Loub Adamid, Mrs. Roosevdt had 
promised to ask the President to write to Tesla and said that she hens* 
would call on him on her next trip to New York. The second note k 
headed, “Memo for Mis. Roosevelt" and Is signed FDR; “I was having 
this looked Into but the papers yesterday carried the story that Dt 
Tesla had died Therefore I am returning the enclosures herewith” A 
third note of January 11 from Eleanor Roosevelt to Adamid forward* 
the President's message and adds her sorrow at learning of the 
Inventor's death. 

Adamid wrote a moving eulogy to Tesla that was read by New 
York Mayor FkxeUo H LaGuardia over station WNYC on January 
10. u Meanwhile the extreme tensions between Serb and Croat factor* 
In the United States were making the planning of funeral servtca 
difficult The body lay in state but according to an unpublished letter 
of O’NeUTs, “only twelve people, some of whom were newspaper 
reporters,” came to view it 

When state services were held at four o'dock on January 12, in 
the Cathedral of St John the Divine, however, more than two 
thousand people crowded la Serbs and Croats were seated on 
opposing sides of the cathedral. Bishop William T. Manning having 
exacted from both factions a promise of no political speeches. Ths 
service was begun In English by Bishop Manning and concluded in 
Serbian by the Very Reu Dusan SukletovkL 

Among Balkan diplomats present were Ambassador Foflc, 
the Governor of Croatia, a former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia, 
and the Minister of Food and Reconstruction. In the front row with 
Kosanovid, chief mourner and head of the important new trade 
mission, sat Swezey Dl Rado had been too ill to attend as an 
honorary pallbearer 

Figures important In American science and Industry who <M 
attend as honorary pallbearers Included Professor Edwin H. 
Armstrong, Dt E F. W. Alexanderson of General Electric, Dr. Harvey 
Rentschler of Westinghouse, engineer Gano Dunn, and W. H. Barton, 
curator of the Hayden Planetarium of the American Museum of 
Natural History Newbold Morris, president of the New York Oty 
Council, headed this group 

When word of Tesla's death spread abroad to war-stricken 
Europe, telegrams of tribute and sorrow began pouring In from 
scientists and governmental leaders alike. In the United States three 
Nobel prizewinners in physics, Millikan, Compton, and James Franck, 
joined in a eulogy to the Inventor as "one of the outstanding Intellect* 
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rfthc world who paved the way for many of the Important technologi¬ 
cal developments of modem times.* 

The President and Mrs. Rooaeveh expressed their gratitude for 
fete's contributions "to science and industry and to this country" 
Vice-President Wallace, In the spirit of the new Yugoslavia, declared 
that, “In Nikola Tesla's death the common man loses one of his best 
friends.” 

Although Louis Adamid wrongly eulogized Tesla as one who 
had cared nothing for money he could not hare been more accurate 
when he said that Tesla was not really dead: ‘The real. Important part 
of Teste toes in his achievement, which Is great, almost beyond 
calculation, and an inte^al part of our civilization, our dafly toes, our 
current war effort... His life is a triumph... .** 

Among the honon that had come to Tsda In his Me were many 
academic degrees from American and foreign universities; the John 
Scott Medal, the Ecfison Medal, and various awards from European 
governments. In September 1943 the Liberty tfiip Mtofa Tesla was 
bunched, an honor that would have pl ea s ed the scientist But not und 
1975 was he Inducted Into the National Inventors Hal of Fame. 

Eight months after Teste's death, the U.& Supreme Court 
handed down the decision that he had been confident would come 
eventually—rufing thqt he was the Inventor of radio. 

Hh body was taken to Femdtffe Cemetery at Ardsley-on-the- 
Hudson in the deep cold of the uAnter afternoon. In the car that 
followed the hearse rode Swezey and Kosanovid. The Inventor's 
remains were cremated arid his ashes later returned to the land of his 
btrth.* 

In almost every nation In the world, the fighting and dying 
continued 

*OterioOe Musar. formerly secretary to Sm M KosanoWd canted TuU't ashes to Ore 
IdU Museum tn Belgrade In 1967 Throutfwu! the yean Knsanovtf had spoken of 
tearing the admin America and had hoped an sppsoptl—memorial *> <re Inventor 
would be raised m the United Stales as the* resting piece. 

—Archive*, teds Memorial Society 


The Missing Papers 

In addition to his acknowledged achievement*, Tesla left a legacy of 
riddles. To pose only three of the most major Was his unrealized 
concept for the wireless transmission of energy through the Earth 
scientifically valid? What actually was he doing in his experimentation 
with death/dWntegrator beam weapons? And what became of his 
unpatented research papers and other sensitive documents in the days 
immediately following his death? 

- In the category of subquestions, what turn of affairs rekindled 
the intense Interest of the U.S. intelligence establishment in TeslaY 
work (as something surely did) In the late 1940's? 

Like Einstein he had been an outrider and, like Edison, a 
wide-ranging generalist As he himself had said, he had the “boldness 
of Ignorance." Where others stopped short aware of what could not be 
done, he continued. The survival of such mutants and polymaths as 
Tesla tends to be discouraged by modem scientific guilds. Whether 
either he or Edison could have flourished In today's milieu Is 
conjectural 

The example set by Tesla has always been particularly inspir¬ 
ing to the lone runner At the same time, however, his legacy to 
establishme n t science is profound for his research, although some¬ 
times esoteric, was almost always sweeping in its potential to tranriorm 
society His contribution was major rather than Incremental rts 
turbine failed in part because it would have required fundamental 
changes by whole Industries. Alternating current triumphed only after 
It had overcome the resistance of an entire Industry 

But there was an unfortunate corollary to Tesla’s lone battles 
with the scientific-industrial establishment Since he was part of no 
goup or institution, he had no cofieagues with whom to discuss work 
In progress, no formal, accessible repository for his research notes and 
papers. He worked not Just In private, but—his love of flamboyant 
announcements to tire press notwithstanding—in secret Thus any 
inventions which he did not patent or give freely to the world wen 
more or less shrouded In mystery And, because of the handling of the 
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papers he left behind after his death, the range of his achievement 
continues to remain a partial mystery 

If this has been frustrating to the scientists who have succeeded 
Tesla, it has at least been stimulating. After a period of obscurity the 
one hundreth anniversary of his birth in July 1956 brought an 
International reawakening to the Importance of the inventor’s fife and 
genius. Interest in hte work, fired by a growing awareness of the riddles 

sunounding it, has been escalating ever since, almost as If he had been 
reborn In his true psychological age. 

He was honored by centennial celebrations in America and 
Europe. The American Institute of Electrical Engineers dedicated its fall 
meeting in Chicago to a review of his life and Inventions. Commem¬ 
orative programs were arranged by the Institute of Redfo Engineers, 
the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry the Franklin Institute, 
and various unhrerdttea, theTesla Society playing an active role In such 
^cognition. Permanent memorials In the form of s c h ola r ships and 
medals were proposed and exhibits presented by science museums. 
Special ceremonies were conducted at Niagara fislta, and a statue wae 
later erected in his honor on Goat Island, a gift from the people of 
Yugoslavia. Chicago, reminded by attomeyfauthor Elmer Gertz that It 
should be eternally gratefu^to him for having made the Columbian 
Exposition of 1893 the "wonder of the globe," dedicated a new public 
school to Tesla's memory 

The inventor’s old colleagues of the AIEE journeyed to Europe 
to attend more celebrations, statue unvettngs, and derivations In his 
honor. The International Electrotechnical Commission In Munich took 
formal action, making his name an international scientific unit, the 
tofo JoWng such historic electrical symbols »fared, volt, ampere, and 
ohm,' 

As the exploration of space accelerated, so did interest In Tesla, 
especially from the standpoint of beam weaponry and microwave 
work. In America, Russia. Canada, and various other countries, 
projects in his name or derived from his pioneering, from weather- 
control to nuclear fusion, began to attract scientific attention. Some 
wsre just the shoestring efforts of loners, their laboratories old Quonset 
huts. Some were top secret and financed by enormous budgets. 

Tesla^ year of secret experiments at Colorado Springs In 1899 
provided the basic impetus for much of this new exploration His 
Cotorodo Sprirgt Notes,* when they appeared in Engfbh in 1978 

*Thta booh may be ordered bom Note, Terre*. 27. Belgrade. Yugorfai 4a (about 
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under the Imprint of the Tesla Museum at Belgrade, were eagerly 
awaited by many scientists. But even this work left important questions 
unanswered 

The bulk of hb papers hovtng vanished from America, reftabfa 
Information was harder to come by than the recurring rumocs of 
conspiracy, espionage, and patent theft Scientists thought tt strangi 
that tome aspects of his Colorado Springs research found in scattered 
sources did not appear In the Yugoslav-published Notes. Only by 
piedng together fragmentary Information could the magnitude of N§ 
experiment s be comprehended 

Around 1928 O’Neill, by merest chance, had happened to sec 
a legal advertisement in a New York newspaper announcing that to 
boxes placed in storage by Nikola Tesla would be sold by (he storagi 
warehouse for unpaid bills. Feeling that such material should be 
preserved, he went to the Inventor and asked permission to try to 
obtain funds to redaim the material 

Tesla hit the ceiling," he recalled “He assured me he was wel 
able to take care of his own affairs.... He forbid me to buy them or do 
anything in any way about them." 

Shortly after the inventor died, O’Neill got In touch with Saws 
Kosanovtt, told him about the boxes, and urged him to protect them. 
He was never able to get a positive statement from Kosanovfd that ht 
had obtained the boxes and examined the contents. “He gave evasive 
assurances that there was no reason for me to worry.. 

Others too were interested in the papers. A young American 
engineer engaged in war work consulted Tesla on a ballistics engineer¬ 
ing problem because he could not get time on an overworked 
computer, and Tesla’s mind was known to offer the nearest thing to it 
Soon he became fascinated with Tesla's scientific papers and was 
allowed to take batches of them home to his hotel room where he and 
another American engineer pored over them each night They wee 
returned the next day a procedure which continued for about two 
weeks prior to the Inventor's death. 

Tesla had received offers to work for Germany and Russia. 
After the Inventor dted, both engineers became concerned that critical 
scientific Information might fall into foreign hands and alerted United 
States security agencies and high government officials. 

The relevant records that (have obtained from federal agenda 
under the Freedom of Information Ad reveal strange twistings and 
toconsfetenck»tn the handling of the Inventor’s estate Tesla left tons of 
papers, barrels and boxes full of them. But he left no will He was 
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gurvlved by five nieces and nephews, of whom two Ihred to America at 
the time of his death. v 

was hard to justify 

After a court hearing, however, thg estatp wag refopsetj fo Ambassador 
Kosancvto, one of the hefts. - 

-^CZS55S^TwBoaBoKad hoped to write a biography of Tesla (his 
death intervened), received the foBowtog account in 1963 from a 
former aide of Ambassador Kosanovid's: 

“Back In 1943 ... when Tesla died. It was a matter of very short 
ttne when Mi K was Issued a certificate from or by the Office of 
Custodian of Alton Property conveying to Mi K fuB rights to the Tesla 
papers.... he had them all packed up and sent off to the Manhattan 
Storage Company where they remained untfl ready for packing and 
shipping off to Yugoslavia in 19S2. Mi K paid for storage charges.... 

AD this time the certificate from the Alton Property Office vres to my 
possession (to case of need).... ^ 

"You will perhaps remember that a num be r 

pgrefo--: wferr we-Qper^ museum building 

(in Belgrade, Yugoslavia) the bunch of keys, which was the last thing 
Mi K. flung into the safe at the New Marker Hols! before the 
combination was re-set to a new combination, were not found to the 
safe, but to an entirely different box. Also the gold medal (the Edison 

Medal) was mtsstog from the safe.... Anyway for years and years Mi 
K was bothered by the fact that Tesla papers had been gone thru and 

just before his departure from Washington in 1949-60(7) he decided , 
to follow mu suggestion to caD Edoai ±\ HocwerJ sfc) and ask him. Mi 
Hoover denied categorically that trarFBIhaa gone into the papers... 

The akto said Tesla had told hb nephew that “he wished to 
leave his works, property etc, to hb native country" (Not only b thb 
uncorroborated but the papers were to English.) 

Immediately after Tesla’s death an exchange of telegrams flew 
between FBJAasL&jgow^Utk of the field division of the New York c 
Bureau an3a&Ttoector of the New York Bureau of the FBI The day 
fofowing discovery of the body Agent Foxworth reported: 

“Experiments and research of Nikola Tesla, deceased Es¬ 
pionage— M. Nikola Tesla, one of the world’s outstanding scientists to 
the electrical field died January seventh, nineteen forty three at the 
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Hotel New Yorker, New York Qty During hit Wetime, he conducts 
many experiment* in connection with the wlrdere transmission of 
electrical power and what it commonly called the death ray 
According to information furnished by X (name deleted). New Vbrk 
City the notes and records of Tesla's experiments and formulae 
together with designs of machinery ... are among Tesla's penond 
effects, and no steps have been taken to p re se rve them or to keep 
them from falling tnto hands of people... unfriendly to the war effort 
of the United Nations..." (The FBI was, however, advised by the 
office of We-President the government 

"vltaly Interested" In preserving T^Ws papers.) 

Bfoyce D. Fitzgerald, "an electrical engineer who had been 
quite dote to Tesla during his lifetime,” continued Foxworth, "advised 
the New York office that on January seventh, nineteen forty tines, 
Sas« Kosanovid, George dark, who is in charge of the museum and 
laboratory for RCA, and Kenneth Swezey... went to Tesla’s rooms in 
the New Yorker (author’s note: the correct date would have been 
January 8 ], and with the assistance of a locksmith broke into a rafe 
which tesla had In his rooms in which he kept some of his valuable 
papers.... Wthin the last month, Tesla told Fitzgerald that Ns experi¬ 
ments In connection wtth the wireless transmission of electrical power 
had been completed and perfected 

“Ftogerald also knows that Tesla had conceived and designed 
a revolutionary type of torpedo which is not presently in use by any of 
the nations, h is Fitzgerald’s betief that this design has not been mads 
available to any nation up to the present time. From statements mads 
to Fitzgerald by Tesla, he knows that the complete plant, specifications 
and explanation of the basic theories of these things are some place in 
the personal effects of Tesla. He also knows there is a working modd 
of Tesla's, which cost more than ten thousand dofiars to build. In a 
safety deposit box belonging to Tesla at the Governor Onton Hotel, 
and Fitzgerald befteves this model has to do with the so-caBedydeath 
ray or the wireless to ml&XuL 

* ^ Ikba fiasaboTOkfnt^raltrki past conversations that he has 

some eighty jmnk* i n different places containing transcripts and plans 
having to do wiin experiments conducted by him. Bureau b requested 
to advbe Immediately what, tf any action should be taken concerning 
thb matter by the New York Field Division."* 

Kosanovid later reported to Walter Gorsuch of the Office cf 
Allen Property In New Yak that he first went to Tala's rooms wtth the 
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other men to search for a wflL After the safe was opened, Swezey took 
horn It a book containing the testimonials sent to Tetia on his seventy- 
fifth birthday while Kosanovid took from the room three pictures of 
Tula. According to the manager of the New Yorker Hotel and 
Kosanovid, nothing else was removed. The safe was dosed under a 
new combination, which combinatioo was in Kosanovfdk exclusive 

pououlnn. 9 Gorsuch cf GAP and Fitzgerald went to the 

Nsw York* Hotel and seized aB of Teslak property correbttng of about 
two truckloads of material, sealed K and transferred It to the Manhattan 
Storage and Uferehouse Company U was added to about thirty baneb 
and bundles that had been there since about 1934, and these too were 
soled under orders of the GAP. 

In addition to the question of the legitimacy of Allen Property’s 
involvement in the case b the question of why Kosanovid vrets allowed 
to have access to the safe's combination, from which he later daimed 
the Edbon Medal had vanished, laa'i American naturalization 
papers, which he to prized that he always kept them In hb safe, may 
now be seen at the Tesla Museum to Belgrade; but It b not known what 
other papers or objects were In the safe. 

The Washington Bureau of the FBI went so far as to advbe the 
New York Bureau "to discreetly take the matter up wtth the Statek 
Attorney In New York Qty wtth the view to poesibly taking Kosanovich 
into custody on a burglary charge and obtaining the various papers 
which Kosanovich b reported to have taken from Teaiak safe." New 
York was also told-to contact the Surrogate Court to stops could be 
placed against all of Tesla's effects, so that no one could enter them 
without an FBI agent being present, and New York was to keep 
Washington advised of all developments. * 

The idea of arresting the Yugoslav ambassado r was quickly 
dropped And very soon the Washington headquarters made a curious 
dedston. Edward A. Tamm of the FBI in Washington advised D. M. 
Ladd of that Bureau that the whole matter was being turned over to 
the Custodton of Alien Property; and Tamm noted, "There appears to 
be no need for us to mess around in H " 4 

‘ Soon the wefi-known electrical engneer Dr John G. Trump, 
«vho wra serving as a technical akk to the National Defenee Research 
Committee of the Office of Scientific Re se ar c h and Development, wo* 
reked to participate In an examination of Tesiak scientific papers. 
Present at the Manhattan Warehouse & Storage Company in addtton 
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to Dr. Trump were Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Third 
Naval District, Edward Palmer; chief yeoman, USNR, and John J. 
Corbett, chief yeoman, USNR 

Dr Trump reported afterward that nc examination was made 
of the vast amount of Tesla’s property that had been in the basement of 
the New Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to his death, or of any of Ns 
papers except those In his Immediate possession at the time of death, h 
should be remembered that Tesla’s scientific reputation had been In 
eclipse for a number of years and that there had been many efforts to 
discredit his claims In radio, nobotry and alternating current Dr. Trump 
was a busy man. Just as the staff of the FBI was stretched thin by Its 
preoccupation with Investigating wartime sabotage. 

“As a result of this examination," wrote Dr. Trump, “it Is my 
considered opinion that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and 
possessions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be'of significant 
value to this country or which would constitute a hazard in unfriendy 
hands. I can therefore see no technical or military reason why further 
custody of the property should be retained." 

He added "For your records, there has been removed to your 
office a file of various written material by Dt Tesla which coven 
typically and fairly completely the ideas with which he was concerned 
during his later years. These documents are enumerated and briefly 
abstracted in the attachment to this letter" 

In closing Dr. Trump said “It should be no discredit to this 
distinguished engineer and scientist, whose solid contributions to the 
electrical art were made at the beginning of the present century to 
report that his thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen yean 
were primarily of a speculative, philosophical, and somewhat promo¬ 
tional character—often concerned with the production and wireless 
transmission of power—but did not include new sound, workable 
principles or methods for realizing such results." 

The file (of which Dr. Trump’s notes were only an abstract) 
consisted apparently of either photostats or microfilm made by the 
naval officers present, and the original papers apparently remained In 
storage, later to be transmitted to Yugoslavia. The examination had 
failed to disclose any alien-owned property subject to the vesting 
power of the Allen Property Custocfian under the Trading with the 
En«ny Act Tesia’a^ papery and personal effects were released in 
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Dt Trump’s abstract Included the following: 

“Art of Tekgeodynamk*, or Art of Producing Terrestrial 
Motions at Distance—This document, In the form of a letter rWad 
Arne 12,1940, to the Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Ca, 
proposes a method for the transmission of large amounts of power 
ewer vast distances by means of mechanical vibrations of the earth’s 
crust The source of power Is a mechanical or etectromechanJcd 
device bohed to some rocky protuberance and imparting power at a 
resonance frequency of the earth's crust The proposed scheme 
appears to be completely visionary and unworkable. Westtoghousefc 
lepiy Indicates their polite rejection.... 

“New Art of Projecting Concentrated Non-Dbperdue Energy 
though Natural Medio—This undated document by Testa describes 
an electrostatic method of producing very high voltages and capable of 
very greet power This generator^ used to accelerate charged 
parttdes, presumably electrons. Such b beam of high-energy elections 
passing through air is the ’concentrated nondtopentve' means by 
which energy to transmitted through natural meefia. As a component of 
this apparatus there Is described an open-ended vacuum tube within 
which the electrons are first accelerated 

“The proposed scheme bears some relation to present means 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative use of a 
Ngh-vohage electrostatic generator and an evacuated electron acceler¬ 
ation tube. It is well known, however, that such devices, while of 
scientific and medical Interest, are Incapable of the transmission of 
large amounts of power In nondlspersed beams over long distances. 
Tesla's disclosures In this memorandum would not enable the con¬ 
struction of workable combinations of generator and tube even, of 
Imited power; though the general elements of such a combination am 
ajcdnctiy described 

“A Method of Producing Powerful Radiations —an undated 
memorandum in Tesla's handwriting describing ‘a new process of 
generating powerful rays or radiations.' This memorandum reviews the 
works of Lenard and Crookes, describes Tesla's work on the produc¬ 
tion of high voltages, and finally In the last paragraph gives the only 
description of the Invention contained to the memorandum.... 'Briefly 
riated, my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
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In creating through tire medium of a high-speed Jfet of suitable fluid a 
vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and supplying the same 
wtth currents of the required tension and volume."' 

Lorre aftgwd 'fax a letter jpacofleague^ Dr. Trump told wha 

*devtor=-s^wHhjj^^ sanre remwnbereJ 

the m eto ngerfroy toJgias room. 

* v '~TeirT>ad warned the management that this ‘device* was • 
secret weapon," said Dt Trump, “and It would detonate if opened by 
an unauthortoed person. Upon opening tire vault and Incticattng 1 m 
package containing the secret weapon, tire hotel manager and em¬ 
ployees promptly left tire scene." The federal agents who had com* 


^ Ifutes wrapped In brown paper and tied wtth a string. M 
remembered hesitating, thinking how beautiful tire weather was out¬ 
doors, and pondering on why he was not outside too. 

He ftfted tire parcel onto a table and, mustering hb courage, 
Slipped tire string with his pocket knife. He removed the wrapping 
Inside was a handsome poflshed wooden chest bound wtth brass I 
required a final effort of courage to raise tire hinged BdL 

totte stood* mutti decade resistance box of the type usedj a 
V Vl>eytQne>ridcg ; reriganeg jrreasurCTfeifo--a common standard 
item JS be found toSeweiyreltttrical laboratory before tire turn of tie 
century! 

Why had Tesla seen fit to terrify the staff and management d 
tire hold wtth this harmless object for so many years? Perhaps he. had 
become so accustomed to having hb hotel bills paid behind hb bad 
'befleving that tire hotels, honored to have him Bvfng there, had 
routindy dismissed tire billingsl, that he was Insulted when the 
Governor CHnton brashly demanded its $400. 

Although the FBI dosed its Tesla file in 1943, It didn’t seem to 
want to stay dosed. It was reopened in 1957 when an informant 
complained that a New York couple were issuing newsletters con¬ 
taining Information pertaining to flying saucers and interplanetary 
matter** and exploiting the Inventor’s name and fame. They alleged^ 
datmed that Tesiat engineers, after hb death, had completed a "Tesh 
Set” a radio device for Interplanetary communication, that tire device 
had been placed in operation In 1950 and since then Tesla enejneos 
had been In dose touch with alien spaceships. Once again tire FBI 
decided no action was warranted and the file was dosed 
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Swesey had never put much credence In the "secret weapon” 
rumors and had written to an inquirer. "Because Teds was a reduse, 
and himself liked to talk In mystifying terms during hb later years, i 
think many legends have been buflt up about the doeens of Ideas he 
had evolved but which were not permitted by others to see tire tight of 

. He said he had known tire Inventor wefl for two decades ' 
before hb death: "Teda’s greatest genius flamed up during a doeen or 
so years Just before and stightiy after the turn of the century What he 
<ld after that may have carried tire gwmt of some of the deviriopme n t s 
we are witnessing today but he had not carried any of them—at least 
on paper or in any other tangible form—to the point of practicality.. 

Perhaps, but between 1945 and 1947 an Interesting exchange 
of letters and cables occurred among the Air Technical Sendee [S' 
Command at Wright Field, Ohio, In whoee Equipment Laboratory 
much top-secret research was being performed. Military hteltigenceto 
Washington, and the Office of Alien Property—subject, ffies of the late 
NUiota Tesla. £ • 

On August 21, 1945, tire Air Technical Sendee Command 
requested permission from the commandtog general of the U.S. Army 
Air Force to Washington, D C, for Private BtoyoeD. Ftagsrald to go to 
Washington for a period of seven days "for tire purpose of securing 
property clearance on enemy Impounded property" 

On September 5, 1945, Colonel Holliday of tire Equipment 
Laboratory Propubton and Accessories Subctivtaton, wrote to Uoyd L 
Shautis of the GAP to Washington, confirming a conversation with 
Rtzgeraid and asking for photostatic copies of tire exhiblte annotated 
bv Trump from the estate of Tesla. it was stated that tire material would 
hs used "In connection with protects for National Defense by thb 
department," and that all of It would be returned in a reasonable 
length of time. 

That was the last time that the Office of Allen Propert y or any 
other federal agency In the United States admitted to having posses¬ 
ion of Tesla's papers on beam weaponry Shautis wrote to Colonel 
Hobday on September 11, 1945, saying. The materiab requested 
haMt been forwarded to Air Technical Sendee Command to care of Li 
Robert E. Houle. These data are made available to the Army Air 
Force by thb office for ure to experiments; please return them." They 
were never returned. 

These were the ful photostatic copies, ngt merely tire abstract*. 

GAP has no record of hour many copies were made by those who 
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examined the files with Dr Trump The Navy has no record of Testa's 
papers; no federal archives have a record of them. 

Curiously four months after the photostats had been sent to 
Wright Field. QbL Ralph Doty the chief of Military Intelfigenca to 
Washington wrote James Markham of Alien Property indicating that 
they had never been received: This office Is In receipt of a commurt- 
cation from Headquarters, Air Technical Service Command, Wright 
Field, requesting that we ascertain the whereabouts of the files of the 
late scientist, Dt Nlchola (sic] Testa, Which may contain data of great 
value to the above Headquarters. It has been indicated that your office 
might have these files in custody If this Is true, we would bice to request 
your consent for a representative of the Air Technical Service Com¬ 
mand to review them. In view of the extreme importance of these files 
to the above command, we would like to request that we be advised of 
any attempt by any other agency to obtain them, [(tabes supplied. | 

“Because of the urgency of this matter, this communication vufl 
be debvered to you by a Liaison Officer of this office in the hope of 
expediting the sofidted information.” 

The “other* agency that had the files, or should have had 
them, was the Air Technical Service Command itself! Colonel Doty's 
letter, which was classified under the Espionage Act, was declassified 
on May 8,1980. 

This embarrassing contre te mps goes unexplained in the rec¬ 
ords. Perhaps it was handled orally with the Liaison Officer: 


However; on October 24, 1947,1 
attorney general and director of the Office 


wrote to 


Wright Tfftb ply***** fad 

bee n sent by registered-4n aa,on.^gt>Qut SeptemBSTfl, 1945. to 

-“*Our records da not reveal that this material has been * 

turned,* said BazeJon. He sent a description and asked that it be 
returned. 

Obvtously at least ^ jgtj^l^ ajja pers had reached Wiki )! 
Field b ecausetmHNcMgm ber 25, 194 /. mere was-*, response m the 


_ _ . _ „bMsiort, Air 

Wrlgfit Biia. He replied “These reports are now in the 


possession of the Electronic Subdivision and are being evaluated....” 


He believed that the evaluation should be completed by January 1, 


•manyyears there have been rumors &at these unpatented 
Inventions or concepts of Tesla’s found their way not only to the U.S. 
Army Air Force but to Russia and to private American defense 
industries, and ultimately into certain univerrity research laboratories 


The unice « /UShrrroperty experienced a very difficult 
problem over the years In explaining its role In connection with Tesla’s 
papers. Between 1948 and 1978 It Issued the following variations on a 
theme to many inquirers: 

“While this Office participated In an examination of certain 
material owned by the late Dt Tesla, our records do not disclose that 
any such material has been vested or Is presently under the jurisdiction 
of this Office..." 

This Office has never had custody of any property of 
Nikoia Tesla....” 


“While the Tesla papers were in our custody.." 

“Photostatic copies of pertain documents, made while the 
papers were under our seaL.. 

“In 1943 this Office placed a seal on the property..." \ 

"While the Tesla papers were In our custody..." etc., etc., etc 

As for what Is now Headquarters Aeronautical Systems Divi¬ 
rion, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, they state: "The organiza¬ 
tion (Equipment Laboratory) that performed the evaluation of Tesla's 
papers was deactivated several years ago. After conducting an exten- 
rive search of lists of records retired by that organization. In which um 
found no mention of Tesla' s papers, we concluded the documents 
wen destroyed at the time the laboratory was deactivated"* (Italics 
supplied Response, under the Freedo qi of lpfpg Bflf tnn 

Tesla’s^origlnal papers, and the remaining models of his 
Inventions—his magnifying transmitter; robot boats, early tube fight¬ 
ing, Induction motors, turbine, exhibits shown at the Chicago World’s 
Fair of 1893, such as the “Egg of Columbus," and others—left America 
In 1952 for Yugoslavia. His ashes were sent later: The artifacts may 
now be seen at the Tesla Museum In Belgrade, a dignified-looking 
building with a broad well-proportioned facade at No. 51 Proleterskih 
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Brigade an avenue renamed after the war, but formerly known unde 
the monarchy as Crown Street The museum bears a plaque on a low 
watt, printed in the old Cyrillic alphabet 

Here Tesla's English writings have been translated Into Serbo- 
Croatian—except as the archivist admits, for the ‘"unimportant* 
material, which remains, just as he wrote to. In the language of N§ 
adopted country 



The Legacy 


The fact that Tesla’s research notes and papers have not been easdy 
mailable for western scientists has not, of course, meant that Tesfian 
research Is dead On the contrary the very mystery surrounding some 
of Ns unproved claims has served to goad numerous scientists Into 
trying to duplicate experiments. And since his aspirations were 

virtually limitless, there has always been a chance that the rewards of 
success would not be inconsiderable. But the single greatest stimulus 
lo try to follow in Tesla’s footsteps doubtless remains the example of 
the man himself—Ns stunning record of achievement and the endur- 
trg fascination of his mind As one admiring German writer put tt, 
IWa went beyond the borders of Ns exact sdenoe to foretefl what lies 
In the future ... a modem Prometheus who dared reach for the 
ears....* 1 v 

Although a comprehensive summary of the state of Tesla- 
inspired research today would be beyond either the scope of this book 
or the Intent of Its author, no account of the inventor’s fife would be 
complete without at least some indication of what has become of a few 
cf Ns major preoccupations. The record, as one might expect, is both 
mixed and Incomplete, but it is no less Impressive for that 

To begin, then, with Tesla’s experiments with ball fightning: He 
had no Idea what bal fightning might be useful for when be first 
encountered tt In his Colorado Springs research; to him tt was a 
nuisance, but It demanded an explanation. And so he set about 
determining the mode of formation of the strange firebafis and learnt c 
to produce them artificially 

The technical explanation runs Ike this; In the highly resonan. 
transformer secondary comprising his magnifying transmitter, the 
•ntire energy accumulated In the excited circuit, instead of requiring a 
quarter period for transformation from tfatlc to kinetic, could speno 
Itself In lest time, at hundreds of thousands of horsepower. Thus, for 
example, Tesla produced artificial firebafis by suddenly causing the 
Imp resse d o a rfflarton s to be more rapid than free ones of the second- 


281 




THE LEGACY 4-* 282 


ary This shifted the point of maximum electrical pressure below the 
elevated terminal capacity and a bal of fire would leap great distances 

Yet strangely enough, modem plasma physicists wtth the be* 
equipped laboratories, have failed to produce piasmotds with anything 
near the stability of the true baH-bghtning spheres that he created 

Why the fascination wtth this problem? First, of coum, 
because It to there, an unknown. But second because among other 
uses, it may hold a vital key In the international race to achieve 
controlled nudear fusion—potentially the greatest power source to 
history Among those long interested in ball-lightning research an 
Peter KapUza, the great Russian physicist, Lambert Dolphin and hk 
colleagues in the radio physics laboratory at SRI International, Dc 
Robert W. Bass of Brigham Young University and Robert Golka, with 
whom Bass has collaborated on research. 

Golka, a Massachusetts phyaJdst, Tesla dtodpfe, and UghtnlnQ 
experimenter; has pursued the ephemeral ftoebal with the fervor of a 
hunter of snarks. Like Tesla In Colorado, he has done hto research 
alone In a remote western laboratory in the Utah salt flats, and Iks 
Tesla, he has struggled to vrin the kind of federal support that usualy 
goes only to enormous Institutions or corporations. 

In the largest hangar at the far end of the ghost bast to 
Wendover, Utah, which was built by the U.S. Army Air Force during 
World War n, big spotlights are often burning as Golka conducts 
IghtrUng tests. Here, under tightest security In the 1940’s, the B-29 
Enoh Gay was housed and outfitted for defivering the first atomic 
bombs to Hiroshima. 

Golka' made two trips to the Tesla Museum to pore aver ths 
Inventor's then unpublished notes and concentrated on replicating ai 
exactly as he could in the old ak base hangar the magnifying 
transmitter that Tesla had built in 1899 when investigating the fightnJng 
storms of Pike’s Peak. 

"He (Tesla 1 was 'way ahead of anything we have today In ths 
equipment he built," Golka says. "Such as the high-powered switch* 
and spark gap switches. The knowledge has been lost; we don’t knew 
how he did It Some of It was In the diaries, but he kept much of tftoi 
stuff In hto head." 

Golka built a magnifying transmitter at hto “Prefect Tesla" thto 
would discharge 22 mUBon volts, creating almost twice as powerfd a 
chain-fightntng storm as the maestro himself had produced at Colo¬ 
rado Springs 
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The relevance of ball lightning to fusion research has to do with 
tfw problem of confining plasma The heart of the most common type 
of experimental fusion reaction Involves taking isotopic hydrogsn gas 
ttd both accelerating and superheating It until the hydrogen nudel 
fcae to make heHum nuclei, releasing. In the process, staggering 
*nounts of energy Along the way while the hydrogen to being. 

charged wtth vast amounts of kinetic and thermal energy It enters an 

impfffactfy understood material state known as plasma.* In the 
penultimate stages of the process, before fusion begins, tire besetting 
problem to to maintain the plasma's coherence, to confine It within 
toms kind of Invisible electromagnetic "bottie."t m . 

Since the strongest geometric shape to a sphere, GoBcabefieves 

that ball lightning offers the best potential for containment of tire 
unstable mare. He describes the odd lightning as "a gJoWng sphere of 
s variety of colors, a half-inch In diameter or as big as a grapefruit," 
and resembling ari onion In its-flayers and layers of alternate charged 
partdes, positive and negative." It may bounce along through bufld- 
in& faB Into water and set K boAng; and sometimes, as at the HO Air 

Force Base In Utah, It may knock out the meet sophisticated electronic 

aquipment In the summer of 1978, wtth the use of CO-2 laser beams, 
he finally managed to produce "bead" lightning, which he beleves to 
be a form of ball lightning, and to photograph It In sequential twnet. 
He then sought support from tire U.S. Department of Energy 

lor a major program of research for which he proposed to use a device 

caled a pyroephere. employing five laser beams to create ther¬ 
monuclear fusion. In a “Fireball Fusion Reactor" only nonradtooctive 
hekum to created and, according to Golka, mathematical model s 
Indkats It can reach and hold temperatures above a button degrees. 

He also proposed to the Air Force another Tesfian concept, a 
charged particle beam, but again one designed to employ laser 
technology Such beam guns, he believes, would have a range cf 

IM Meant yean ptoama had no mtoor texheatal importance he waa ma ialy a 
tabonfcxy curtototy Richard L Bertn. anaeutha toot P^idne of kearnaSonal 

PImsm Corp.bsteree that the fcto practical appfcatoon cl phemaa rem ain in 19th 
cmtu*when^gfou*»g|fa«»paoducedbyaTtohcctiamiiaadtok>catelaafca 

In 0m vacuum feaka." 

ffctoan tdaaa era aho InuohMd in otiwr Mp* 6 * °f tetoon we ea rth . SupaacomfacMng 

aamaSc coie. cooled to a law degMae above abeoktie atm, are uaed In magnetic 

containment device* and. In a neitoy developed dual pmoaa* hyrtogen fato paSata 
atobahQ bombarded ty N u b-energy parttda baa m a. 
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6,000 miles and could meh and destroy fCBM-type missiles In the * 
WUh a Tesla cod three times the size of his combined cods, Gola 
bedewed he could generate 200 million volts of electricity 

But he Inherited the usual Teslan problems of a loner, and m 
he said, "The wait fad In on me when I work for corporations.” Mi 
work reached a point where it could no longer progress with Im¬ 
provised equipment, but called for enormous investments. Hb com¬ 
petitors were large corporations and leading universities engaged In 
the nucfcar-furion race; and even some of the latter were being cut ol 
from their federal grants. They too were deeply into laser technology 
although Gotka claims him system Is dtfferent and unique. By no mean 
the only scientist to have attempted to cany forward Tesla's work vrtti 
ball lightning, he undoubtedly has been one of the mod 
tengtemhxied” 

Russia's Kapitza, who shared the 1978 Nobel Prize In phyda 
with Amo ferulas and Robert W. Wilson of America for his work hi 
magnetism and the behavior of matter at extremely low temperate** ■ 
acknowledges his debt to Tesla "The efficient generation of sup* ^ 
high-frequency osddations and their conversion back to dbect-cunert k 
electrical energy” he writes, "discloses possible solutions to the '• 
problem of transm i tting electrical energy ... In free space. Thi f; 
transmission setup wil, of course, be similar to that already considered 
but. Instead of a wave guide, a highly dbectional beam must be used, * 
which, as Is wdL-known, only at short wavelengths will dhrerge fttik j 
Such a setup for the transmission of electrical energy firstly thought by 
N. Tesla many years ago, has already been discussed... Although... 
possible In principle. It Is tied up with the solution of a series of 
complicated engineering problems and therefore It can be Impls- ». 
merited In practice only In such spedal situations In which othe 
methods of energy transmission are InappAcable (for example, whei i 
energy must be suppfied to a satellite T 3 r 

bi this field of wireless energy transmission, so cfirectiy coo- \ 
cemed wtth the space race, there b progress nearer home. Richard \ 
Dickinson, who heads the Microwave fewer Transmission prefect for J 
Cal Tech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory In the desert near Barrio* i 
Galifomia, traoes hb inspiration to the early work of Tesla. The coocsp 1 
of bringing electricity to Earth from an orbiting soiar-power system vfc ; 

•Lambert Dolphin ays of Gofca% aptea of «h« Cotorwdo Spring Tnia co* H 
Spsdacuter indeed. to etthre scicnae or lapnan. 1 hops ft ends up In s 'mussurn red 
as ths Smithsonian wham t can bs appadaSad.” Ha loo a a pmponanl of kria 
maaamh In bal Igharang 
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nfcrowaves b daring, costly romantic, and thoroughly In the style of 
Im maestro. 

"We beamed power from our transmitter at GoJdstone a 
Astancc of one mile," Dickinson said of the NASA prefect Initiated In 
mid-seventies. "All of the microwave energy that fell within our 
targe! (of which we could only coiled a portion wtth our existing 
apparatus}, we converted 823 percent to useful dbect current Thirty- 
four thousand watts of dtiect current output carried a distance of one 
frik. We are wefl pleased The next step b to look further into the 
technology and needs of the satellite power system of the future.” 4 

WUUam C Brown of the Raytheon Company who developed 
(be rectenna used In thb microwave-power research, also attributes the 
Idea of sending electricity by radio waves to Tesla's pioneering in the 
Jundsmentab of radio broadcasting and wireless power transmission. 

Theoretically a dty the size of New York could be supplied 
with five biffion watts on a wtnter day by enormous satellite structures 
In the sky that would orbit synchronously wtth Earth at a height of 
22300 miles. But admittedly the cost of such floating power stations 
would be many btifions of dollars, and they wouktbe highly vulnerable 
to enemy killer satellites. In the event of wan 

Biookhaven National Laboratory located Just to the northeast 
of Tesla's old Wbrdendyffe site at Shoreham, also feeb a dose Bnk with 
the Inventor through the advanced high-energy work being conducted 
at the laboratory In 1976 It paid homage to him tn a ceremony and 
ths Yugoslav government sent a plaque to be placed at the still- 
sanding Whrdendyffc laboratory 

Canada, too, has long been a bastion of Tesla Energy System 
advocates, and because of the country's rich hydroelectric sources, 
thiough-the-Earth transmission—If It worked—could be a boon to 
areas of power shortage. 

But—wffl It work? Several prefects have been planned, and 
tome partially Implemented, In Canada, central Minnesota, and moet 
Boentiy In Southern California—to "pump” hydroelectric power 
wtrelesdy through the Earth to an area of need, employing the Tesla 
system as It b understood* The U.S. Department of Energy has often 
been asked to fund prefects based on Tesla's system. 

Unfortunately there b no evidence that the system ever 
worked for Tesla, and none that It could work for anyone ebe. One of 
the Inventor's problems was that he Improperly extended Into the 
dsctromagnetic domain fluid and fluid-mechanical analogies. Tesla's 
latent No. 787,412 provides for the Earth to be exdted by a carefully 
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valued wavelength to establish a standing wave condition. Tub 
believed the propagation path fell along a diameter But according to 
much knowledge developed since 1899, the propagation path would 
' not be.aksng a diameter but rather along an efftpeoidal arc aoroewhsii 
between the diameter and the spherical surface. 

A fundamental aspect of wave propagation of power is that no 
power to transmitted (f the toaue to stancflng; power to transmitted soldy 
wtth a traveling component Boundary layer propagation, Le., the 
mode of lossless propagation of waves at the boundary of two differing 
media (such as earth and sky), to a viable concept However, the 
boundary plane must be smooth and the waves must be properly 
launched At the frequencies Testa was using, such launching appara¬ 
tus would be an enormous structure. In examining the photographs of 
hto experimental station at Colorado Springs, it is apparent to experii 
that he did not employ apparatus essential to the launching of sud) 
waves. 

Tesla probably was mistaken at Colorado Springs in Ms 
Interpretation of the lightning storm* which he observed traveling away 
from him (eastwanfly) across the plaint, producing maxima and 
minima effects upon hto instruments. This he interpreted as standing 
waves being set Up in the Earth by the traveling storm, with the crests 
of the waves passing through his location as the storms advanced it is 
believed he was seeing an interference effect caused by the reradlating 
surface of the frontal range of mountains to the west of his station. The 
results would have been the same on hto instruments. 

Dr. Walt, formerly senior scientist at the Environmental Re¬ 
search Laboratories, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion, In Colorado, describes himself as a “firm skeptic" of the Testa 
theory “The concept that electromagnetic energy penetrates 'through 
the earth,’" he says, “is valid only if the frequency to sufficiently low 
and if the distances are small It's all tied up with 'skin-effect' 
phenomena; that means that the field to confined to the surface of a 
good conductor as In metallic wave guide."* 

Dt Walt even goes so far as to suggest that Tesla never really 
accepted the fact that electromagnetic waves could transport energy 
through the alt “Instead he thought of the earth Itself as a conveyor 
and also thought of the possibility of a return conductor at heights of 
IS miles above sea level' The parallel of this Idea , to the earth- 
ionosphere wave guide at extremely low frequencies to striking (ses 
IEEE Journals of Oceanic Engineering, Vol. OE-2, No. 2, April 19771 
Also his proposed resonance of the system might be Interpreted as the 
first disclosure of the earth-ionosphere cavity oscillations that haw 
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t been from the early 1960s with W O Schumann, N. 

I Christofilos, and Jl Galejs, among others." 1 

,, With respect to wtreiess communication, the U.S. Navy’s 

l project Sanguine/Seafarer of recent yean has evolved from Tesla s 
[* Colorado experiments. In a thermonuclear war, conventional radio 
> communication probably would be disrupted at certain heights and 
l wavelengths. America's atomic submarine fleet might then be without 
. i means of receiving messages. The U.S Navy seeing this danger, 

\ turned back to Tesla’s nineteenth-century suggestion of employing 10 
I Hi stgnab (ELF or extra low frequency), to drde the globe and 
\ penetrate the deepest waters. 

[ One of the headier speculations concerning Teslian science to a 

suggestion that Russia has been employing hto theories on weather 
; modification to interfere with the Jet stream, causing droughts and 
extremes of hot and cold weather However unlikely the charge, it to 
true that Tesla efid do a good deal 6i theorizing (but very Utde 
t experimentation) on weather control j 

He wrote, for example, pn the posrible use of radio-controlled 

{ missiles and explosives to break up tornadoes and the use of "Ughtnino 

of a certain kind" to trigger rainfall Of the former he said, “It would not 
be difficult to provide special automata for this purpose, carrying 
. explosive charges, bquld air or other gas, which could be put into 
action, automatically or otherwfee, and which would create a sudden 
pressure or section, breaking up the whirl. The missiles themselves 
. might be made of material capable of spontaneous ignition." His 
* proposal included a lengthy mathematical formula.* 

As with much modem scientific exploration inspired by the 
; maestro, the returns are stiD not in on weather changing. Scientist 
Frederic Jueneman, “Innovative Notebook" columnist for Industrial 
: Research magazine, calk attention to the fact that Dr. Robert Heftiwe? 

‘ and John Katsufrakto of Stanford University's Radio Science Labora¬ 
tory demonstrated that very low frequency radio waves can cause 
oscillations in the magnetosphere. With a 20-km antenna and a 5 kHz 
' transmitter In the Antarctic, they found that the earth's magnetosphere 
\ could be modulated to cause high energy particles to cascade Into our 
’ atmosphere, and by turning the signal on or off they could start or stop 
ths energy flow 

“The theoretical implication suggested by their work," says 
Jueneman, “to that global weather control can be attained by the 
. Infection of relatively small 'signak Into the Van Allen belts—eome- 
f thing like a super-transistor effect” ' 

s- But Jueneman’s speculations go further and are eminently 
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worthy of Tesla: "U Teste's resonance effects, as shown by the Stanford 
team, can control enormous energies by miniscule triggering signal* 
then by an extension of this principle we should be able to affect the 
field environment of the very stars in the sky...With godlike ar¬ 
rogance, we someday may yet direct the stars in their courses’* 

No biography of Tesla would be complete without mention d 
his bright following of amateur physicists who build Tesla colls for that 
personal research, endeavoring to repficate his electrical magic; and 
the young inventors who pore over hto bask: patents and stfk find 
Inspiration from them. 

Durlln C. Cox, a Wisconsin physicist who has pondered Tested 
published writings, has built two Tesla coils, the second of 10 mifflon 
volts. The reasons; "My own personal Interest In high voltage engineer¬ 
ing, especially in the field of high frequency rf transformers; to further 
my studies on the laboratory production of ball Ightning; and becauM 
the University of Wisconsin at Madison asked me to submit a Testa col 
in their bi-annual Engineering Exposition in the spring of 1981." Hi 
and friends built one Tesla coil for a Hollywood studio for BghWng 
effects, which has been a common use of them. 

Electrical engineer Letend Anderson has summarized the 
major points In design that a coil builder might gain from reading 
resia's Colorado Springs Notes 

1. The Q’s of the primary and secondary must be as high at 
practicable. 

Z The Q’s of the primary and secondary should be equal 

3. The length of the secondary wlrxfing should be one-quarts, 
of the effective operating wavelength. 

4. The technique of using an “extra coil" tank circuit (or i 
variation of It) in the secondary to magnify the voltage should be used 

"With these criteria in mind," he says, "the builder will find that 
hundreds of turns are not necessary for the secondary winding to 
achieve high voltages.” 

Last but not least, what about Tesla’s death/disintegrator rayi? 
Were his concepts sound? If they were found useful by the U S. Army 
Air Force research team, whose top-secret project was rumored to 
have had the code name "Project Nick," It may be safely assumed that 
Instead of being "destroyed," as reported, his papers are still higfy 

Dt Trump's evaluation and SwezeyY assessment of Tested 
"secret weapon^* have, however; received updated concurrence by 
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Lambert Dolphin, assistant director of the Radio Physics Laboratory at 
SRI international, who has studied the Inventor's work and his bal- 
Ightning research for two decades. He points out that the fields of 
knowledge of both physics and electrical engineering have pawn 
exponentially since about 1930. 

"Whole libraries are now required )ust to keep track of all the 
theory and experience that have unfolded since Tesla's time," he says. 
"Our mathematical and practical understanding of electricity magne¬ 
tism, electromagnetic theory and radio communications has con¬ 
tinued to grow explosively ever since 1950, or should I say 1970T' 

Tesla, Dolphin bdteves, "may have had intuitive Insight into 
lasers and high-energy particle beams as well as ultra-high voltage 
phenomena, but now that we understand all the physics much more, 
we can easily evaluate many of his extravagant later-life dabra."* 

In fad, there is no good evidence to suggest that Tesla 
anticipated lasers. His "teleforce rayd* seem to have been concerned 
exclusively with high-energy partfde beams. We still do not know 
precisely how he Intended them to work, although, says Dolphin, the 
available evidence suggests that Tesla may not have paid sufficient 
attention to how greatly such beams may be absorbed or dispersed by 
molecu les and atoms in the alt In any case, even if we did understand 
Teslas intentions more dearly we should be hard put lo compare 
them to the current state of the art, much of which Is hidden under 
high security classifications. 

Nevertheless, Tesla’s work with high voltages to accelerate 
charged particles does seem to have been decidedly in what Is now the 
mainstream of physical research. "In this field," says Dolphin, “he 
anticipated modem linear and circular nuclear accelerators. Such 
machines today have energy levels of tens of biOlons of electron volts or 
at least 1,000 times greater energy levels than Tesla ever attained 

"1 am sure his magnifying transmitters were spectacular... He 
probably generated some interesting arcs and sparks that were what 
we now study as pkumas. The containment of plasmas is a huge area 
d modem physics. For example... to see if small amounts of matter 
can be turned into Immense amounts of electrica l power in carefully 
contained plasmas." But Tested early discoveries and Inventions, he 
concludes, were indeed ingenious and ahead of their time.” 

As this book goes to press, the Pentagon Is studying the 
creation of a new branch of the armed services, to be known as the 
U.& Space Command, whose primary arsenal wffl consist of laser and 
particle-beam weapons fired from *<pace battleships.” In prose not 
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unlike Tesla’s own, a Department of Defense fact sheet compares 
parttde beams to “directed fightning bolts? —although without ex- 
ptidtly admitting that such a weapon has In fact been developed. 

It is dtfficuh to assess the current state of the beam-weapons 
program because virtually everything about It b heavily classified 
Apparently the technology Involved has proved to be complex and 
difficult, raising questions about the project's feasibttty but many 
experts nevertheless seem to be hard at work on the problem. At the 
same time, the activities of the other nations in thb area have been 
monitored carefully by agencies of the federal government Indeed the 
poretbi&ty of creating a family of parlide-beam weapons has been • 
subject of serious discussion In thb country for at least the past twenty- 
five years, and It b. In my opinion, of no little significance that as long 
ago as 1947 the Military Intelligence Service Identified the writing 
about a parlide-beam among Tesla's scientific papers as being “of 
extreme importance." 

Since he had no laboratory in the later years of hb fife, Teds 
was unable to develop hb Ideas. But It b undeniable that he described 
In general terms half a century ago what may prove to be one of the 
main weapons of the Space Age And to the end of hb days, Tesla the 
pacifist hoped that such knowledge would be used, not for war among 
Earth bogs, but for interplanetary communication with our neigh bon In 
space, of whose existence he feh certain. 



Bibliographical Essay 


Some of Tesla* own writing-lectures, articles, patents, papers, and 
letters— b now available In the United States. Hb most Import* * 
lectures and hb brief autobiography In bound volumes, are fisted In 
the prologue to the reference notes. 

Citation of biographies of Tesla by O'Neill, Hunt, and Drapes; 
and others may be found in the reference notes. The O'Neill man¬ 
uscript and the Swezey Collection are to be found at the Smithsonian 
Institution, Dfbner Library 

Serious Tesla scholars wffl wish to consult the annotated Dr 
Nikola Testa Bibliography by JL T. Ratziaff, and L L Anderson (San 
Carlos, California, Ragusan Press, 19791, for It contains tome 3,000 
sources of writings by and about Tesla. “Priority In the Invention of 
Radio, Tesla u Marconi," by Leland Anderson may be obtained 
through the Antique Wireless Association, Monograph New Series No! 
4. ' 

A new means of analyzing Tesla's inventions b provided In Dr. 
Nikola Testa: Selected Pater* Wrapper* from Thm National Archives, 
by J T. Ratziaff (MJUbrae, Ca., Tesla Book Co.. I960). These “file 
wrappers" provide explanations and correspondence between the 
patentee and the Patent Office, to overcome objections raised by t1 m 
examinee 

Tesla* Colorado Spring* Note*, 1899-1900, published In 
1978 by the Tesla Museum, b available through Nofa, Teraztye, 27, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

The Library of Congress Manuscripts Division contains micro¬ 
film correspondence between Tesla and George Scherft Robert 
Underwood Johnson, Mark Twain, members of the Morgan family 
George Westinghouae, and the Westlnghouse Electric and Manufac¬ 
turing Company 

In addition original correspondence and photographs may be 
found at the Butler Library Rare Books and Manuscripts, Columbia 
University including letters between Teslq and Johnson, Scherff, and 
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Ur. Edgar Hoover,Director, v 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 



* 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 

I do not know whether or not the recent series of 
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at¬ 
tention of your department, or whether, if investi¬ 
gation were indicated, the jurisdiction would be 
your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes 
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it might 
bear a bit of checking up. 

If you will check newspaper files as far back as 
1934, I believe you will find that the earliest of 
the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash¬ 
es) occurred about that time. 

As I remember the events, it was during that year 
that three small planes exploded in the air over 
Texas and southwestern Kansasc. and Oklahoma. These 
crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent 
investigation where the plane occupants were killed 
or by the experience of surviving plane occupants 
in one case. 


Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about 
a year, after which there occurred (likewise without 
apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the 
. lives of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number 
of others. All crashes again occurred in the South 
and Southwest. 


Again there was a lapse of time, this one not qqite 
a year, and there started the worst series of air 
disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost 
in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane 
crashes into a mountainside within sight of its air¬ 
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling 
of a United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir¬ 
cling its airport, preparatory t p y landin g~ r 

Now in this most recent 

the radio operator at the airport ^seems to me to be : 
highly illuminating. This operator reported asoft 
buzz interrupting his communication ®iei ; 

...a loud roar such as produced by the worst, imagin¬ 
able static ... then silence. The plane liaij^oppod 
into the bay like a plummet. 


, preparatory t p .landin g-;-:- 

HiLiilu * ii\D£X£gV I (o2 ZC 7/£ UQ — / 
recent incident;,--*ti^-e^efi^fc€^:crfrf*''-- 

» 4* ho sir*nrvr*+- Fcoomc *4*^ mo 4-A ;V»d:• «■ **•••• 


MU 



•Crack pilots do not sudd'enly become rank hams and 
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the three motors 
(or even ty/o) on the large airliners, stop simul¬ 
taneously without extremely sifficientt reason. 

Th ese things might happen once or even twice in 
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times 
a year. It is not logical that they should. 

To digress for a moment, I recall!reading an article 
in a magazine a year or two ago, written by piknia.—. 
KTesla, the inventor. The article dealt with a new 
'“Ifiverition of Mr. Tesla's ... a giant Induction coil 
which would project power (high voltage) through the 
atmosphere without the use of transmission wires. 

Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social 
benefits that would result to the public should his 
invention be perfected and become practical. 

I have not heard of Ur. Tesla now in two or three 
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he 
is still here. He might still be working on the in¬ 
vention described in the above-mentioned article. 

It might have been stolen from him. 

In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these 
two unconnected subjects, would he well worth while 
having. And if I had the money and the time, I should 
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself. 

The thing is simply this: if' one man can make an in¬ 
strument that will project power through the air for 
even so short a distance as 500 yards (the then- 
practical limitations of Mr. Nikola's device) it is 
entirely possible for another to project power for 
several hundreds of miles. And the effect of such 
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path 
is entirely unpredictable. 

Please do not think me a "crank" letter writer. I 
have never before written a letter of this type to 
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds 
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will 
bear some practical study. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR "R. L.'DD 


RE: VNXKC'#!* SY?J *• 
TTPrRTMJ? 7 ?. 0 A' 71 ) 
C? KIKfl/ VESLA 
EBIT*"* 1 "' - 1: 


9< 

: S 

• ESMARCH 
(Drceo3ed) 


Mr. E.A. T*mm__ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Gl&vin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Harbo 


Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

tmjLia 

h 


In a teletype/frow the New York Office dated January 9, 1945, 
tie Bureau’s advice is. requested ar to whet action should be taken in 
correction with tl^ie /ratter. It is to be ro+ed that Tesla died January 7, 19457 
and resided at theNjptel New Ycrk^r. He was one of the world’s outstanding 
scientists in the eleNu-ical field end has beer conducting many experiments 
ir. connection vrinK wireless transmission of electrical power and wnat is 
commonly referryu to as the "Death Ray". 



TT 


ta;:in: 


Ssva Kosanovich, a distant relative intensely disliked by Tesla, is 
stens to ret possession p r these important documents and clans. Koserovich 


on January 7, 1945, with George^Clerk, in charge of the Ihaseum and Laboratory for 
RCA, and Xerrr.ethAswezey of Brooklyn, New York, entered Tesla’s rooms in" t*»e Hotel 


H°w Yorker and. 


the aid of a locksmith, broke into a safe containin': some 


of Tesla’s valuable papers, including important electrical formulae, designs, 
et cetera. 

Tesla is reported to have completed erd perfected his experiments in 
the radio transmission of electrical power and to have conceived ar.d designed 
a revolutionary type^of torpedo not presently in use by eny nation. It is 
reported that Kosanovich nay possibly make this material available to the eneny. 


ACTION: 


I called Hr# Donegnr. of the Tew York Office at 12:30 F.M. and pointed 
out the apparent burglary violation on .the part of Kosanovich. I told him this 
matter should be discreetly discussed with the State’s Attorney in Hew York City 
with a view to locating Kosanovich and apprehending him on a burglary charge in 
order to determine the nature‘of the material he took from Tesla’s sefe. I 
pointed cut the necessity fer the State’s Attorney keeping any action most secret 
in view of the highly confidential npture of the blare involved. I also suggested 
that the New York Office contact the Surrogate Court in order that Tesla’s effects 
as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered without 

the presence of a Bureau Agent in order that we may ende avor tc "preserve the _- 

secrecy of any plans or items essential to thft ccfiduc* ~ 



security. 
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SAC, Hem York 
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fiaftnoM la nada to a tolatypo dated /aimary 9* 1943, fron the q 
Bar York plaid Office and to a phone oonreraction between Kr« J* B. little 
of the Bureau and Aaeiatent Special Ajant in Cbaqpa poaagtn on January 11, 
1943. . * 


Is 


It m pointed onb M B 1 * Ponegnu that Sm loeanovioh, George 
Clark and lenneth Swesey my Ml conllWi * burglary violation by entering 
Te*la»s rooms after hi* death end partieojerly by using a lookaaith to get 
into a a&fe containing scop qf Tesla 9 * veleabl* paper** Kr* Donegan was 
adrioed this matter should ba discreetly*discussed pith tha State** Attorney, 
Sew fork City, with a riser te locating Koaanorich and apprehending hin on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain tha nature of the material taken frees, 
the safe of Nikola Tesla, It was also suggested that tha New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court, in order that Tesla 9 * affects, as well a a the 
content* of hi* safety deposit boxes, might not be entered without tha presence 
of an Agent, in order that the secrecy ef any plaits or Item* essential to 
the conduct of the war or national seourity might be preserred. It wa* stated 
that Icaanorich might possibly make certain material available to the eneay, 

A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern* 
\ lng Nikola Teela and his inrent ion* and It should be noted that one Nicola 
* Tesla, who might have been identical with Nikola Tesla, made a speech at the 
GrangejSall, Springfield, Massachusetts, on Jens 4, 1922, jfodjr the auspices 
of thefartod* of Soviet Bussia* <* 
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that Sava Koaaaorlah say ba^l3«ntlc«l with 
who la a aeabax of tha lu^oalfriaiS Goramjasat^ 


4r. Tolion_ 

Jr. E. A. T«mm_ J% turUmr mppM „ 

Mr. of tho ntJn 

-!r. Glk’-ii-oxtla. in_eaainrt 1 nn ->f-jihrr-f11 a rsvoala tha(Tl«*v$*S»'->B>a*n 0 Yich, 
r,!r - L * dd doag rH> od Of^Su^iy, arrltwd with othar Yugoslavian Government 

Mr. <N'ichotFi»iftie at Korfolk, yijfgJjjlajQoo September 4, 1941^on tifia ^ City of 
,r; Ro;> BTffltar J a £ritiik Thip 7 r?on Cape 'Toro aq rout* to tS Uol3od^lRgdo*.«ria 
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bane of Sava M/ 'Xosanorich appear* on the 
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Qreeoo, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead Eosanovich 1« described as 
Chrlraan of the Board and Minister of State for Yugoslavia. It is stated 
that this Board is Late rested in "planning for postear Surope". (100-99042) 

In' still another file it is disclosed that Sara Koaanorioh, a 
Serbian, was a swober of one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an 
emergency government to overthrow an allianos with the Axis was famed, 
he was included as an official* Be is alleged to be a Communist and la ’said 
to receive $1,250 a month salary fro* tt sxlled Yugoslavian Oov ara aant, Be 
and other exiled gorernaeat officials are stated tc ose these large salaries 
to finance every Serbian paper in tbs Doited States except "Srbobrsn" 
at Pittsburgh. (97-1340-18) ' 

Vo record of Kenneth Swesey sould be located in the Bureau files 
from the infrrmatlon available. 


Tbs foregoing Information is being furnished for possible future 
reference In connection with this oase and It ia desired that the Bureau be 
kept promptly and currently inf ormed of all developments in this case. 

Yery truly yours. 


John Bdgar Boover 
Director 


Dfcdcral Surrau of {nursttgatiau 

United States Srpartmrnt of ffustirr 
New York, New York 



EBC:FM 

65-12290 


March 19, 1943 


Director, FBI 

Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; SAVA^OSANOVICH ;V 

EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OP NIKOU^SU 

(Deceased). 

ESFIONAGE, MISCELLANEOUS 

Dear Sirs 

Reference is made to the Bureau letter in the above-captioned 
natter dated January 21, 1943, in which it is stated that it is desired that 
the Bureau be kept promptly and currently informed of all developments in thi6 
case. 


In view of a telephone call from Mr. Little of the Bureau 
to Mr. T. J. Donegan, Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the New York 
Office, dated January 14, 1943, in which Mr. Little stated that the above- 
captioned natter was now being handled as an Alien Enemy Custodial Detention 
matter and therefore no further action should be taken in the matter by the 
New York Field Division, this case is being considered closed in thi6 Office, 
unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau at some future time. 


er nw;TlQfl 


Very truly yours, 

E. E. CONROY^ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at NEW YORK C±TY, N,Y# 


FILE NO. 


, IOC-818? 


REPORT MADE AT 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


DATE WHEN MADE 

3-2 9-h3 
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WHICH MADE 

3-643 
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CHARLES J. FOSTER 
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SAVA U. KOSANOVICH, with Allas 
Sava M. Cosonovitch 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 
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COSTED IAL DETENTION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


r J '' 




Subject SAVjL 
State to Y 
Resides *Na 
have turned 
Alien Property 



[OVICH, Secretary of 
Government in exiled 
.,-NYC, Reported to 
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Letter from New York Field Division dated 2-22-C3 
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AT DOVER, DELAWARE 


It is t<$\be noted that subject's correct name is SAVA M. KOSANOVICH arc not 
COSONOVTTCH as carried in reference letter. 


Mr, ABE SPANEL, President of the International Latex Corporation, advised that 
the subject is presently the Secretary of State to the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile and that he resides at the Navaro Hotel, New York City# He stated that 
he had been a very good friend of NIC&JPESLA who has died recently and that 
he believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of TESLA and that 
when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and 
TESLA's effects came into his possession# 


SPANEL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government 
the majority of the patents of .NICK TESLA# SPANEL described TESLA as being 
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he h&d more than 
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900 inventions and patents• SPANEL stated that at one time TESLA had 
an invention in which he was able to direct electrical current without 
the means of a conductor* He felt that this type of an invention would 
be of invaluable assistance to an/ country at war and for this'reason 
felt that TESLA's inventions and patents should be put into the hands 
of proper Government officials, where they might be put to the best 
advantage for the United States* Be does not believe the subject is 
engaged in any un-American activities and stated that he was more than 
willing to turn these patents and inventions over to the proper Govern¬ 
ment agency* tie asserted that before TESLA died, he had spoken to the 
subject regarding his be cooing a United States citlsen and SPANEL 
believes that be is now taking the proper steps to achieve that end* i 

I; 

SPANEL also stated that the subject bad handed all of the effects of -f 
the deceased TESLA to the Alien Property Custodian in New York City* j 

SPANEL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in \ 
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he might 
make available to then patents and inventions that he had developed* 
However, he was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities 
and he died tbs following day* 

SPANEL advised that the Yugoslavian Government had been sending TESLA 
approximately $600.00 per month for sometime prior to his death and 
this was described as being a sort of pension* 

SPANEL stated further that he has previously turned over information 
regarding the subject to Special Agent FRED B* CORNELL of the New York 
Field Division* He also advised that WALDEMER KEMPFERT, Science Editor, 
New York Times and BILL LAURENZ, Science Feature Writer, New York Times 
and the Science Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate 
on some of the accomplishments of NICK TESLA and that the June 1900 
issue of the Century Magazine also contained an article relating to 
the inventions of TESUL 


SPANEL also stated that be believed BLOYCE FITZGERALD, Pierpont Hotel, 
Brooklyn, New York, Secretary to TESLA, has been contacted by Special 
Agent CORNELL and that if the 
he 
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case entitled UhhNO.-.’ SuEJICTd, F^uIPlL'.T', W’Jrl .J 1 NTS Ar.L h?.aii>.ivCri Or i-.Il 
l!CEkoLD, LoPIj^ajL v. (Bureau file li/j— 2 ^ 3*7 ). Briefly, toe inioruatlon contained i. 
these teletypes is that shortly after Nicola Tesla, one of Lhe ^orlc* s outstanding 
scientists in the electrical field, died in nis hotel room at Wev, Yore City on 
January 8, 1943 , Sava Kosanovich, a distant relative, ana otner inaividuals ^ 
entered nis room and opened a safe, examinin' certain materials v.nich he ..osscssed. 
On January 8, or. L. il. C. Smitn of tne Department auvised .ir. Ta-::m tmt ne tas 
cone erne a about the possibility of enemy s«:ents confiscating some of the trun.es 
of Tesla and that apparently the Alien Property Custodian nas ta/.iny some action in 
this matter. Inasmuch as tne .matter vres tein£ nannled b tne A^ien Property 
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Letter, DIRECTOR, 
NY 65-12290 ( 


r 17, 1945 


gun. SPANEL offered financial aid to FITZGERALD and the two were in the 
act with each other for a considerable period of time. 

%aid that FITZGERALD had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
'.e gun oy^tne r.J?/INGTON ARMS COMPANY,hut for some reason SPANEL blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the^E^INGTON COMPANY. S P ANEL is then 
reported as having obtained a-job for FITZGERALD with thSHIGGENS S'TP 
BUILDING COMPANY in New Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
802 of the profits derived to SPANEL, 

^^^^^^Pstated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
but which he believes to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by 
the HIGGLES COMPANY* In September of 1944, FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Army and for a considerable period of time wa^ocatg^a^an ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin Field, Florida. VjHJjjHHHstated that at 
the present time FITZGERALD is engaged in a hi^H^sec^^^xperiraental * 
project at ?<*right Field in Dayton, Ohio. In soite of his rank of Private, 
FITZGERALD actually^ is the director of this research and is working with , 
many top young scientists who were inducted into Army from leading industrial 
posts. 

According toFITZOERATD is presently working on the 
perfection of TESLA* S "aeatl^Ky’^hi ch in FITZGERALD’S opinion is the only 
possible defense against offensive use by another nation of th«rHtomic Bomb. 

In this connection, it is noted that the^Eew York Times'of September 22, 194( 
in an article entitled^CTENCE IN THE NE77S n by WILLIAM A^AURSNCS, Science 
Editor states that TEST.A devulged to LAURENCE the fact that he had developed 
a "death ray* or ‘ r tcl?force" which TESI.A c?aimec would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 25C miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Wall would 
be built around a country against attack by an enemy air force. 

According to the article in the^TTMES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of power from a plant, a number of which might be 
located strategically along our coast lines anc the beam from which would 
melt any engine within a radius of 25C miles. 

■■Hst'ted that during FITZGERALD’S acquaintance with 
SPANEL, FJT^RAL^iad told SPANEL of his associations with TESL 
apparently described to SPANEL some of TESLA’S most secret work, 
believes that SPANEL, who he claims is definitely pro-Russiar. in avtituce, 
is now attempting- through legal procedure to secure custody of TESLA’S 
effects which are now held by TESLA’S only heir, one SAVA K0SAK0VICK, who 
is presently in Yugoslavia occupying seme governmental post. 

>It will be recalled that in an article published on March 15, 1945, 
by tbe y T r NG FEATURE SYNDICATE INCORPORATED, WEST BROOK'LL GLER charged SPANEL 
with spreading oro-communist and pro- Russian propaganda through his full 
page advertiser-,ent in the newspapers. which SPANEL characterized as being 
published for the^NT r R T: A?TDNAT. LATE 7 ‘"'RPOr.ATION, as a public service Mature, 
It is also interesting to observe tha* in the New York Times of October 2, 
1945, an article appears which states that SPANEL is suing the KING FEATURE 
SYNDICATE T N CPR FOR AT ED for six million \ollars alleging the column by 
r “!ftT.FP. to have been liAbelous. 






























'.'letter, Director, T " 
65-12290 


75 packing cases and trunks and are presently under seal by the New York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approximates *15 per month, is being paid by one CHARLOTTE 
_J<U7.AR, 134 East 63rd Street, New York, New York, who is listed as the agent 
for SAVA XOSAKOVTCH. 


er 17, 1945 
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Inquiry was 3lso made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York Cit;*, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the time of TELIA'S death, and at which time the latters property was placed 
under seal by the * Jr.* ted States Government. ¥r. WALTER CORSFCH, Chief 
Investigator fcr th^ Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and ^ 
a summary of materials owned by TESLA at the time of his death which was 
examined by JOHN G.vTP.W?, of the office o^SCIENTIPIC RESEARCH *• DE^I.OP- 
YSYT* !'r. GORSUCH also stated that his file in this matter reflected that 
on the night TESLA died his safe was forced open by a representative of the 
■SHORE & WALKER SAFE oor<?ANY. It was V!r. G0R5UCH' S belief that a MrrSWEEZEY 
who is believed to be one of the editors of the^D-VLAR S'TENCE VACAZIFS was 
present in TESLA’S room shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals 
were 7.7*L1S“T?E0E YE, FDWARD^AL^ER, and JOKH J.\lRBETT. 

There am enclosed herewith two typewritten copies of the report by 
Yr. TRir: r of the ALTS!* PROPERTY reflecting the findings of Mr. 

TRE ?r> , foil owing his examination cf TESLA'S effects. There is also enclosed 
herewith a ohotcstatic copy of a list of th !- T K0LA 

furnished jrsyj 

The above information is mi shed for the Bureau's information, 
and no investigation is bring conducted by this office. 
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Mr* Walter Gorsuch, \ 

Alien Property Cue to di an, 

120 Broadway, 

Hew York, Hew York* 

Dear Sir* 

At your request and that of Mr. Joseph T* King of the 
Washington office of the Alien Property Custodian, I hare ex¬ 
amined the private papers, writings, and other property of the 
late Dr* Hikola Tesla with the view to determining both their 
possible usefulness to this country in its war effort and the 
possible haxard attendant on their falling into unfriendly 
hands* 


This examination was made at the Manhattan Warehouse, 

52nd Street, Hew York City, on January 26-27, and included all 
of the notes and material in Dr* Tesla 1 a immediate possession 
at the time of his death and now in the custody of your office* 

For reasons indicated below, no investigation was made of material 
> in trunks which had remained untouched In the basement of the 
Hew Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to Dr. Tesla 1 a death* 

Ae a result of this examination, it is my considered 
opinion that there exist among Dr* Tesla's papers and possessions 
no Sc ientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed methods 
*cfdevices, or actual apparatus which could be of significant 
value to this country or which would con stitute a hasard in un¬ 
friendly handa^, I can therefore as^no)technical or military^ 
reason why further custody of the property should be retained* 

For your records, there has been removed to. your office 
a file of various written material by Dr* Tesla which covers 
typically and fairly completely the ideas with which he was con¬ 
cerned during hie later years* These documents are enumerated 
and briefly abstracted in the attachment to this letter# 


Coras desiw>t*i> 

148 OCT 26 1968 
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ISS.Iji 


TO -2- January 30, 1943* 


It should bs no discredit to this distinguished engineer and 
scientist whose solid,contributions to the electrical art were 
Biade at the beginning of the present century to report that his 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years were 
primarily of a speculative, philosophical, and somewhat premo¬ 
tional character—often concerned with the production and wire¬ 
less transmission of power—but did not include new sound, work¬ 
able principles or methods for realising such results• 

Very truly yours. 


JOHN 0. TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NlitC• 


Enclosure 

jot/g 



ABSTRACTS OF DR. NIKOU TESLA'S WRITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
FOR THE ALIEN PROPERTI CUSTODIAN 


On January 26 and 27, 1943, an examination was made of the 
technical papers of Dr, Nikola Teala which, after hie decease, had 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse in New York City. This ex¬ 
amination was made for the purpose of determining if any ideaa of 
significant value in the present United States war effort could be 
found among his possessions, participating in this examination were 
Mr. John C. Newington, New York Office of the Alien Property Custodian; 
Mr. Charles J. Hedetniemi, Washington Office of the Alien Property 
Custodian; Dr. John C*. Trump, Office of Scientific Research and De¬ 
velopment, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts; Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Third Naval Dis¬ 
trict; Edward Palmer, Chief Yeoman, USNR; John J. Corbett, Chief Yeo¬ 
man, USNR. 

2 . 

The following papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925 to 1942, were removed 
for the purpose of record and are listed below in the random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract # 

Exhibit A 

• ^Possibilities of Electrostatic Generators 11 r an undated • % 

’ Article probably written about 1934 discussing the possibili- * 
ties, as a source of high-voltage D-C power, of the Van de 
Graaff type of electrostatic belt generator. The article 
states correctly the electrostatic principles employed in this 
device and points out that such generators are not suitable 
for commercial high-power applications, though of undoubted 
scientific value. Tesla's wireless tower, erected in 1902 on 
Long Island, is stated in this memorandum to have been charged 
to 30 million volts. . 

Exhibit B f . ' 

" A*Reactlve Forces of Glycerine and Dynamite" - an undated 
memorandum involving seme calculations of the explosive power 
of certain compounds and then deviating to a discussion of the 
possibility of transmitting power by mechanical vibrations 
along the earth's crust. 
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a 41-page memorandum probably written about 1930 dealing with 
the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity and 
surface tension. This correspondence indicated that this had 
been submitted to various industrial companies.* 


^ "Reply to Amtorg re * the generation ^-Mgh-voltage and the 
acceleration"^ charged particles* * - This document, dated No¬ 
vember 8, 1935, answers questions raised by Soviet engineers and 
scientists regarding Teslas proposal of May 16, 1935. Tram. 
this answer, it is deduced that the proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration, of high voltages by electrostatic means. These means 
consisted of a high-voltage terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium passing between ground and terminal. The ideas contained 
in this memorandum are fairly similar to the belt-cpnveyor 
electrostatic generator methods proposed byTYan dejroraaff and 
do not appear to offer any unusual features. 

Exhibit E 


Art of Telegeodynamics. orAATt of Producing Terrestri 



through Natural-Media!! - This undated document by Tesla describes 
arr-el^ctrostatic method of producing very high voltages and ca¬ 
pable of very great power. This generator is used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons/ Such a beam of high- 
energy electrons passing through air is tie "concentrated non- 
disperaive" means by which energy is transmitted through natural 
media. As a component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-ended vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated. 
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Exhibit F (cont*) 


The proposed scheme bears sons relation to present .means 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative use 
of a high-voltage electrostatic generator and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube# It is veil known, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific and medical interest, are 
Incapable of the transmission of large amounts of power in 
‘ non-dispersed beams over long distances.. Tesla's disclosures 
in this memorandum would not enable the construction of workable 
combinations of generator and tube even of limited power, though 
the general elements of such .a combination are succinctly ‘de¬ 
scribed* 

Exhibit 0 

A circular by CarolN^ird, dated September 10, 1938, en¬ 
titled jrffr emendous Hew Power Soon to Be Unleashed"* This de¬ 
scribes in popular style some biographical information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Tesla and some ideas for the transmission of power 
on which he is stated to be working* It appears that the 
method of transmission is by the mechanical resonance method 
outlined in Exhibit F, above* 

Exhibit H 

This exhibit consists of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of the British Government dated August 28, 1936; Octo¬ 
ber 26, 1937; December 15, 1937; and April 5, 1938* It includes 
a reply dated January 7, 1938, from the British Government* 

These letters offer to the British Government, for a fee, the 
disclosure of a means for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles* Such beams would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain from air attack* 

The method proposed is essentially that described in Exhi¬ 
bit F above* Following the initial letter dated August 28, 

1936, the subsequent letters attempt to clear up the "misunder¬ 
standings" of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal* The British reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 is a polite expression of disinterest in the proposal* 

Exhibit I + ‘ • v. - V - : > 

An undated memorandum written after Tesla's 79th birthday 
describing several discoveries which he believed he had made* 

The first related to a dynamic theory of gravity which is de¬ 
scribed as not yet completed* The second stated as a physical 
truth the belief that "there is no energy in matter other than 
that received from the environment"* This second statement, 
which i s discussed at length in this and other writings of Tesla, 
indicates his disbelief in the existence of atomic or nuclear 
energy* OuOUuy 




Exhibit J 


"AMethod of Producing Powerful Radiations 11 - an undated 
memorandum in Tesla* s handwriting describing "a new process of 
generating powerful rays or radiations*• The memorandum reviews 
the works of I*nard and Crookes, describes Tesla f s work on the 
producat ion of high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the wily description of the invention contained in the 
memorandum. This description is as follows: *Briefly stated, 
my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
In creating through the medium of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying the same with currents of the required tension and volume" 

Exhibit K 


A letter to prospective licensees on telegeodynamics dated 
December 27, 1941* This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Dr# Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telegeodynamics, states 
that over a half million dollars was spent on this development 
with funds contributed by the Morgans, Crawford, J. J#^stor, 
and Fish, as well as commercial organizations, and states this 
to be a new art with which "unvelievable wonders can be achieved" 

Exhibit L 

Tesla's System of Fluid Propulsion". This is an un¬ 

dated memorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing a sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion from hydraulic 
to rotary mechnnical power is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween flat circular disks, shaft-mounted and enclosed in a cas¬ 
ing. 

This memorandum written about 1925 describes in general 
terms a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical. There 
is copious evidence among the other of Tesla's papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to appropriate individuals and 
that it received favorable comment and possibly seme use. Seme 
of these comments are contained on the last page of the exhibit. 

Exhibit M - 

■ V” 

"The power of the Future" - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla and probably in response to a request from some popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source of future power• 
This memorandum reviews the gradual evolution of power sources# 

It discusses in some detail the possibility of atomic power and 
states as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible# The 
discussion of atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 
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Exhibit M (cont.) 


with planetary energy. The article farther discusses the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and water power as a source 
of commercial energy. The last sentence of this memorandum 
states: "771th my wireless system, it is practicable to trans¬ 
mit electrical energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent, I can conceive of no 
advances which would be more desirable at this time and more 
beneficial to the further progress of mankind." This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalized discussion of the various 
sources of power# It is qualitatively correct for the most 
part except probably in that portion which deals with atomic 
power# 

Exhibit N 

"The Transmission of Electric Energy Without Wires" - an 
article by N#SJesla in thg yElectric World . March 5, 1904, pages 
429-431. A general, somewhat biographical article on Tesla's 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

Exhibit C 

/ > 

^"77orld System of Tireless Transmission of Energy" - an 

article by W# Tesla In telegraph and Telephone Age . October 16, 
1927, pages 457 and 460. An article which traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla's efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can he transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a proposed/*ftorld System" for the wireless transmission 
of both power and communications# No workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is included, and such generali¬ 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind do not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result# 

Exhibit P 

1 

^Interview with Br. Nikola Tesla" by Alden Prjtrnagnac 
fori^opular Science Monthly, May 24, 1923. An 11-page memoran¬ 
dum written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Dr# Tesla and reporting his present work# This 
report includes statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 
for the transmission of speech and television, on the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio activity, end 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such as cathode rays, 
by high voltages. 
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Exhibit Q 


iiragreement dated April 20, 1935, between Nikola Tesla 
and tha^Cmtorg Trading Corporation, in which Tesla agreed to 
supply plans, specific at ions, and complete information on" a 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages up to fifty 
million xolta, for producing very small particles in a tube 
open to air, iar 'increasing the charge of the particles to 
the full voltage of the high potential terminal, and for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred miles or more* 
The maximum speed of the particles was specified as not less 
than 350 miles per second* The receipt of $25,000 fee for 
this disclosure was acknowledged in this agreement, which was 
signed by Nikola Teals and by AXBartanian of the Amtorg Trad¬ 
ing Corporation* The method referred to in this agreement is 
apparently that described in Exhibit F, above. It is probable 
that Exhibit D, above, is an effort by Tesla to clear up the 
questions raised by Soviet engineers after the subject dis¬ 
closure had been made# There is no evidence that the inven¬ 
tions and information referred to in this agreement are other 
than those described in a number of Tesla *s papers and pub¬ 
lished articles# It should therefore be expected, and it is 
substantiated by Exhibit D, that this disclosure subsequently 
proved unworkable# 

3. 

An examination of several items of scientific apparatus among 
the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan Warehouse and in a deposit box at the 
Governor Clinton Hotel shewed those to be standard electrical measuring 
Instruments in common use several decades ago# 


JOHN 0. TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NERC. 


Mass. Inst, of Tech#, 
Cambridge, Mass*, 
January 30, 1943. 

jqt/o 
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List op eessoks associated wT^a 

J ^mted kith k-ieou tesla 


1 89 Loew ".■•'. 

Employed as ’bulldir^' K * V * 

•• — Eerrigaa was the aef 1 ' * ash,n £ton Market V " ' • 

~ : :• -™*er*ph 8 oao y £° ® 6Sso ^er boy for Postal* °° kl * n * 

; . • . : he •conUn U e d P h„ 0r t0 JaD ‘ »«• At Vr V’* 

SK3%Sua* 1 * 1 ”"" s 

- - '* - information^ hiS death and has U f° n Te8la ‘ ' 

i ■■. '■ •• -**• 

vh? ra£ ‘ r, “- i»r ■». ;; E PW1 ^ ^v 

;?W'? ^ SSSS^T^ 

- ■ i ••'. ■••■- W • . . "* : ~ hls developoeats o^civ? Q 4 UM “Wo BrldJ ** ': ' 

- • ■ Street. Sffr*- S i ddle Purchase Cc , . V-" .. 

' * ’* - - ^ iss S^orrltt wac *«-. r** 5# New Jersey 

-■■ ■■ ” 2 :««&£*-*»•»» • 

; ■■:*•. &anes of 50 -e of l* 6 6cieat ific theo r*/ 00 ? 1 

s : : ■. u -•' 

loe ‘“- ‘■“Writ, . 46 , 

:: - -^ar?^vs- -“«■« 

: ■ agass€?ra& 

weans of a Bmll^^^^^^i-on^itl 50 / 00 ^ 116 
laboratory exonrl nstru =ont. she ha* ** res ty 
\> . without Jree P cv^ en u S inclu <W p^ '+ neSSed Wany 

Eol3e 0# 1'ra. Agne,7 j _a, <• '* . * .* J ‘ / ,* h . ** to her. . ' 

K«.8old«"*l• ,! "- 

(doceaeed) (193S1 chter of Robert n , v 
for many years; V waa a cl 0M JJ, 0 ! 
at her father'* x 1-1 " 8 * Eolde n first rnf if ° f I ' es l a 
' . Th 8 Johnson* *• h0ffi ° wJlen 6,) e was a s t . l ' r * lasla 

■.. ■■■■' 

. . / 14,95 t««ue of the 


• y* 







J 




stein 


. -Century Hagazine and the others appeared In 

• . Poeras of 50 years, 1880-1930 by \ 

Robert Underwood Johnson. Hrs. Holden has been'- 

. v in close contact with doctor Tesla and has 

^tnossed many of his demonstrations including 
S :vthat of the oscillator of 1899. Sha recalls the 

- y~* e * r destruction of the laboratory. Since 
-v" or ld. II n , she has talked with doctor Tesla 
•vjy * with regard to instruments of war and he told - 
w.-.: hor in res ponse to her inquiry regarding tanks ' 

s recently that he could stop them or the war. •* 
recalls his discussions with her and her * , * r 
. - father Regarding transmissions of pwer and 
^ ; : Hars, etc. She says that she, knows that Tesla 
• . ,has things for our Government only. k r s. Jkjldon 
^ . witnessed many of the experiments and,was V 

- .--• present at the ^radio-controlled boat demonstrati 
m * .many years ago. 

, ^ritt (Doooasod) Brother, Emil Lwenstain - 182 Bennett Are. 

'r-S* Y * C * ** Wa-7»4519. Business (Artist) 420 - . 

*f« 3 Gton.Avo. H.Y.C. - fcu-5-8065. ’ . 

• - ■ ■ V-*-J“ r *• r Lowenstein was the assistant to 

® r * Tesla during his historic laboratory \ 

• ^experiments in Colorado Springs in 1899. He was 

*... - ' i*, . a PP° ared as a defense witness 

;• *,°r c Te ® la an hlE Karoon i patent suits during ...•* 
Z? v but - s?me reas on failed to testify. 

•V ' ? ^f other » 6311 » address above, knows of the - 

. ..^relatives of l!r. Fritr Lowenstein who have 

• ‘ -^..documents pertaining to the 1806 experiments. • 

• • ■ : t«r. G.H. Clark provided information re 

•••••*• , : • r. .. documents and Lowenstein) (h'r. Critomentioned 

/ ; -* ^Lowenstein). Hr. E>ni 1 Lowenstein is not on 

: -r ' : rri ° nd }y tenns the entire ’Lowenstein J'amily 

and a H r . Hassey, 62 Vanderbilt Avo. can ... 

; * v y- v ;-" furnish additional information re Lowenstein. • 

A.J. - Inventor's fcodel Shop, 70 West 100th St. N.Y.C. Ac-2-9466. 

kr. Shirk has met Tesla on 3 occasions and 
appears to know quite a bit about his model work 
: . Moratory developments, particularly 

: ‘ ~ : vf5!St r arS * His ° XaCt st atus can only 

.. .. . be determined by another call or exaet-sUtMt 

^ attempting to determine the 
S " » sSi • L £ a.^rJtohy that existed at about* 
® 7th and ^ rd and with whom a oertain 
Dr. Walker was connected. 




Huriel, Hiss 


* 


■Resj 600 ft • 13th St. Telt Vanderbilt 4-9816 
Bust WPB, Chanin Building, N.y.C. * 

Vies Arbus has several photographs of Tesla 
and was a secretary to him before Vi« s Dorothy 
^..Skerritt, i.e. before 1912. She has no^en - 
.interviewed exoept by phone. ». 






T. Berg, Seigurd (or Sigmund) 


• *■ 


% i-. ■ 




#*v 


•»* 


'Behrend, Bernard, A* lira. - 


.v * . 

( 




LI.& 


\ ... 
*. • . 


■^Copenhagen, Denmark* BuBineaei Parle, Franoo; r - 
'He hae not been'interviewed. See E r . Tlens*n~ 
of the International Latex Corp., Dover, Del* 
tor information. Vjbm Berg wae a close friend 
of Teala in Europe and mentioned other member**"' 
' of hie family| Mr.'Ernest and Hr. Esko Berg ” u. 
are found in oorrospondenoe from Era. B.A* Bhrend 
to Mr. Kenneth Swwery in 1935 and 1934* • gr.... 

Rond'point, *iken, S.C* Phone 136* r ' 

Er. Behrend and Ere. Heaviside were very close - 
... friends of Dr. Tesla. Ers.Behrend has cany ' - 
notes and teohnical data concerning Tesla’* 
work either 6tored near Eoston, Mass or at:* - o-. 
Aiken, S.C. Mr. Behrend was Chief Engineer :!r 
.for Meetinghouse and supervised the " ~ 

..., oons ^r uc ti°n of a great number of Tesla’s ' ~~v'- 
• *« r L_ \ “‘motors and generators. He is author of . „ 

\v * ; j.vf # : .""he Industion Kotor" pub. 1921 "in whioh 

r * \ considerable portion is devoted to Tesla’s work. *' 

\ ,Boskan, Slavko, Erl a Engineer and author, Belgrade, Yugoslavia* . ~ * 

> r * ■ *’•/ Er. Boskan published a book in Dresden, ' • . 

*1 . ... G onnany entitled •‘Nikola und Hs Herk" in 'V.:,: 

•V *,' ^ *'•' ... 1932 (Approx) Er. Boskan was a olose friend of 

' ... v Er. Tesla and has considerable engineering 

'* v. ■ ,v . ; \ data in hls possession aocording to Er. Sweety* V 

Denton,Clifford, Er. - Science Reporter.. New York Daily News, ' 

:: - r _/ / . / V. • - 220 E. 42nd St. K.Y.C. t?u-2-1234 Ext. 557 , 

. ♦ Er. Benton has been present at many of ... 

«/* Hr. Tesla’s press releases and has many notes 

rogarding the conferences. Ho said that he 
,' C ave tfost of his data to Er. Tim. Lawrence of 

* the New York Times. ...... . 

. *f ’ * % * 0 . v • 

- Brown Brothers (Er. Arthur Brown) 220 Y/. 42 St. Bryant 9-4742. *\y.C. *J .. 

^rorwn brothers are photographers and have a 
large number of photos of Tesla and his 
laboratory equipment from which may be 
deduced mechanical construction details. 


Curtis, Thomas Stanley - Address: unknown. 

r ... . 


v-urua, inomae o^amey - Aaaross: unsown. Author "Experiments with 

k High Frequencies curre'nts" •• - y 

U-* \ < y x- f £/ r : *^lt -"Is Jlmport:»r.t to v locatb Er; Curtis because'' 

^ ‘ -' i ho discussed many of Tesla’ 6 problems and > ** 

appears to have technical data retarding his 


••v v wuogu vi 1 CO iu l > cillU 

appears to have technical data regarding his 
work. 


r->; 

r 


Cramps, Shipbuilding Co. Philadelphia, Pa. 


— •» .. 


Er. Crosby, forrrer Soc. of Commerce, and 
Er. Cramps became interested in the radio 
cdhtrollod boat of Dr. Tesla about 35 years 
ago. Negotiations wore carried on between 

Dr. Tesla and the above executives. This . 
information was furnished by Er. Kerr* - * : 








r*; 




It maybeVell to 'contact Ur. CroibyU 
relatives*or Mr. Cramps. ,.;~ 




I. r 


r, 

p-- 

' w.f> . . • *•*■"•!« 
fs-V't. ’ — 


["*. cmo^ullus -’.4629 193rd St. n*»Mng, tone *»“ 4 » ’<#! 

-l»v , • - -» .,.•••* Mr. Ctito was mentioned to me first by <4 ; ; v ; 

'* ;\* L -,}*[" Mr. Koienovioh and later Ur. Spanel had 

' •* ^received his name from Ur. Ifm. tawrenoe. -y 

” Tv Mr. Cslto is a aachlnest by trade and ,*’ • V^.' 

- ~ worked for Dr. Tesla as such from 1915 to -• 

* . v v *1929. *Ee was particularly concerned with 

■ " r v'v.’" * ** the construction of a turbin, and a fountain 

^ ".developed for a Ur. fiatmaker.Anon$ other ^ 

* • w ; things, he.worked on an.extractor for 

S. ;, ‘*ulpher from sea water ai\d mechanical '*• , . v ^:r 

, device for measuring the resistance of a ’ v 
>; •; r' - ‘ ' • ' "ball bearing. He has little data left .of . " ^ 

\ J *-• l v D r . Tesla’s'work but has a very good ... ; ;iyr^ 

' memory. He mentioned the Boston gear 

works, Ur. Bradley, Ur. Hiller. the ■ f ‘‘- 

Zurabach Vachinery Co. and Ur. Barney Levi. 4 
v Ur. Ctito’s father also worked for *- 

Dr. Tesla in 1894 ahd was with him at his 
'Houston St. laboratory. Ur. Ctito, Sr. 

*aoocmpanied Dr. Tesla to Colorado Springs 
in 1899. Ur. Ctito has a very good memory . 
and can furnish additional information. 

J 3 e has discovered a photograph showing all 
of the employees of the old Tesla laboratory. 

fie worked for Dr. Tesla on the development 

4 •_ ' of a speedometer for the Waltham "Hatch Co. 

. ;'V - (This information from interview). • 

"’ r ‘Clark, Mr. Ceo. H. - Rear 349 E.,49th St. "Tell El-5-1603. Buai RCJ Co*- .1 

1 (Library) 25 Beav6r.$t. N.Y.C. Room 514 A, I 
* . Tell Hanover 2-1829. Ext 123. 

v * k r . c.H. Clark was contacted by virtue of a 

Z' * r• * call placed in December to Ur. Oran .Dunlap 

•• *' i ’ of the RCA Corp. Ur. c lark has a very 

"7 . .. large collection of personal data pertaining 

• to radio’pioneers, particularly L'arconi. 

His business has been to collect such data 
' J in order to assist the prosecution of a suit 

’ of infrigment against the Varconi patents. 

E®,h*si r.pver m"ot Dr. Tesla, but^he knows of. •. 
his Wo/^&ndi$ "interested 'in collecting 
historical data for preservation. Ur. Clark 
is a friend of kr. Sweery. 


•• i .- 5 .. ji * •.. 


* : ... v ... 






Crosby, Former Sec. of Commerce, Washington, D.c^&ddress unknown) 

See Cramps and Kerr 


TTetsel, Tailors 


2 E. 44th w t. Hurry Kill 2-6757. K.Y.C. _ j 

T:*.is firm was tailor for Dr. Tesla 
’ ‘ throughout most of his life and may have 

informixtion with regard to his friends, _ 
. y > not otherwise listed. . Vl! 



French, Shriller, and Vrner- Shoe Shops. .250 L'adison Avo. Kurry Rill 2-0319.. 
— •• N.Y.C. 

. . Dr. Tesla purchased most all of his shoes frcn 

^ this firm for the past 50 years and data may be 
v gathered frar. their records'6uch as mailing-'*- - 
‘V v iddrosses, etc. * "" • 




Cornels, Fredrick 


- .-T- <V; 


Commercial 


'*Vv * 


F.3.I. Office Federal Court House Bldg* 12th Floor ? 
y Eegcnt 2-2315 / ~ ^ 

Mr. ^orncls was informed of the possible value 
- f of Dr. Tesla f s data inxediately following his 
death. So far as known, no action*was taken. . 


photostat Company, 11th Floor, Tfoolworth Bldg. N.Y.Q. • 

Firm which r.ade photostats of Tesla patents* for 


v; 

► 9 


f — 


Cranm, £rnest R# 


• • • % 

- * v 

Gilder, 


n.' . 


Kerr. - , ‘ " * - 

to contaot call Mr. Clark of FCA. * •* ./-* 

.' Vr..CrajT7n knows a great deal about Dr. Tesla’s 
relations with the RCA Company. Mr. Crama. ’ • - 

.was a former employee of RCA.; • J • v \;^f 


Rodr.an - 108 E. 82nd St. N.Y.C. Butterfield 8-7397. 

Son of Richard Watson Gilder, former Fub.*of 
Century Magazine. Mr. Gilder knows of 6cano % 
^ / old Tesla manuscripts and what has happened to 

his files of the Century Magazine at its 
" dissolution. This name was received fren^ -» « 
. j Mcrrington. ^ - 


-j-- *•. 


ir. 

c 


. . r-*. 

Denmark, Lt 


1270 6th Ave. Roor.? 811, Cirole 6-1464 (restricted number) ' 

' N.Y.C. U.S. Army Int. G2. V 

'**■ *i .. Lt. Denmark and his superiors were notified 

*• - *’ ^ ’. V- ‘ by M r . Spanel and Washington with regard to - ... 

. ’ Tesla devices. Lt. Denmark was interviewed 

■ * v personally with a group of 4 other officers 

* ; T' . including Mr. Kitchen* - ■ 

Kirsch, Leon - a former draftsman for Tesla - name from Mss Dorothy Skerritt. 

- r This party should be located because he had a 

lot of confidential datk of Tesla’s and made 
many drawings according to Mss Skerritt. 

w * V 

• ... * < 

iUlian'.farcied to. an Austrian by ^one of. DePrec about 1914. «. f . _ - 

VS * 4# Hiss* Drews was^tecVetary Dr. “Tesla prior.* -*V ■? . 

~ ^ vV'fV '* ** to 1912. Her jpresen* address is‘ unknown and “ * *• 

6ho was not in good favor with Dr. Tosla, 

according to Mss Skerritt, the informunt. 

• 

Dospassos, John - Attorney, and very good friend of Dr. Tesla. Address unknown. 

.V i * Wanted Tesla to 6top the Spanish American War. 

.*** *■ /.* ‘ ■*' * Formerly lived in New York. The Gentleman was : .. y 

- r " expensively dressed ar.d wore frocked coat 

't.. * - similar to Tesla with bright checkered vest* 












.V 




. -4V*. 1 v. -*,-*-- •—:v * •• •;**-••• ve- 

r- ••■' " - - - - • •-.^ s* ■ :.-:•-•* r.t:. ^ 

- Had office in vicinity of 200 Broadway, ^ ; 

late as 1520. i!r* DosPascos^is believed 
have engineering data of Tesla 1 s according ' 
j- to Thonac 3yrne. 


DcFo'rinsst* Pr. &e- 6190 Eolljwood Dlvd. Los Ai 
1 . . . Dr. DeForrest is 

t'friend of Dr. Jes 


F.\ i Vw 


n 


# Calif.><*.* .. 
alive and was a 
n the late 90 and 


^ •* * * * 


, .V ’. '‘- ; %arly ISOO's. There Is a possibility Stp+fJ 

-,3hat.Jie‘Kay.be. able to assist in inter-, v *, 

: ’ . x"^'preting Tesla’s work6. .v- 

. ••■;. * ; ■' « V / •. . |- _ "J * . •/. . . * .* 

:f-Sibllier, Willis® President of Cornell >&VU«r 

. r* ^ ... ?/ that Vr. tXibilier ,has.in his possession;- ; 

1; -y**?*- . • ‘V* ’gome of the original notes of the 1699 

' „"-*•/• ** * 'experiments in Colprndo Springs. •* * . 

;;i Fradenburg# *.B. A reporter‘for .the Brooklyn Eogle ’during 1920 who had ~ 

*J~' : ; v % to Power Transmission. His' present address^ y 

la unknown^but^e formerly resided in “ 

• *.: •'ly .‘T-'.J.V ^Brooklyn unjil 1934. ^ ..." "r.r ’ 




Pittrerald, Vraiicis.'l. -Niagara power'Commission, Buffalo, N. Y. . 

” v • Mr. Fittgerald, according to a personal .A .. 

.. interview with Dr,.Tesla, was aVfriend . ; 

•: u . of his pn the A.C, power proposition for 

• " ./.' V y; , -'the developrient of Niagara. Re also told 

: * ; i‘ ’ 'b» that Mr. Fitrgerald attempted to ••• 

. ‘ • - ' influence the Canadian Power C 0 cmission in 

' '** 1927 for a project to transmit power without 

' V.-.-- •"'wires. There is a possibility that he may 

. ** -• ’ I. have some data* -.*.. . • 


.Cernsback# Hugo p Publisher# Ti 




Pesj 230 We81 End Ave. Sohhler 4-2130 f ; , 

*Bus; 26 W. Broadway# Tell Sector 2-9690. z ‘. 
A Friend of .tesla for.about 36 years. 
Published many articles ftboMt Tesla during . 
1919 in the Electrical Experimenter and v 
later in Science and Invention. w Has many 
of Tesla v s original manuscripts and photos. 
Relieves in all of Tesla's theories and has 


^ ^ ^ ‘.a working knowledge^.of then/ This party " ^ 

J £- x \ ■■ ■' - ' ^ ; u-v: iwa8-oo , btaoted 'aevefal If^eke ^rior tdl- 

• -^^.{TesyiiU^eath. lirM^rsback attemfted 


Eammond# John Hayes# Jr. 




attempted 

to assist Dr. Tesla personally and appealed 
to Kestinghouse for funds in 1933. 

Glochester# Mass. Tel. 2080 . * 

^ Jfr. Harmond# Sr.# financed sesne of 

Dr. Tesla's boat experiments anc^only.iO 
years ago John Haj^s Hammond# Jiv operated 
.one of Tesla's original models. The 
v‘ ; family has one of the boats in their 


sx 
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- Tel* Cirolt 7 V _ tral European rowers 
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June 6, 1949 
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SON *V 


MEMORANDUM FOB HR. WHITSON 

0 ^ 

HE: SAva H. KObANOYIC 

YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR TC ThE Ub 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau file 65-47953) 


Mr. 

Tolson 

Mr. 

Clegg 

Mr. 

Glavin 

Mr. 

Ladd 

Mr. 

Nichols 

Mr. 

Rosen 

Mr. 

Tracy 

Mr. 

Egan 

Mr. 

Gurnea 

Mr. 

Harbo 

Mr. 

Mohr 

Mr. 

Pennington_ 

Mr. 

Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. 

Nease 

Mist Gandy 




AU WFOBMATIOM cokiaiked 

““ SUSXS^jjS^ 

This memorandum is submitted to incorporate all the pertinent 
references in the Bureau files concerning tne entitled individual who is 
tne Yugoslav Ambassador to the United States. 


A case was opened on this individual when information was 
received that Xosanovic had taken possession of the scientific papers 
'of his uncle, Nikola^Jesia, tne Internationally known inventor. Subsequent 
investigation determined that Kosanovic had turned over the possession of 
these scientific paners to the Alien Enemy Custodian in New York City. 

(65-47953-XI & Serial 3 & 4) 

sava N. Xosanovic was interviewed in either April or May, 1948, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether or not the Serbian National Federation should 
be required to register under tne Foreign Agents Registration Act. 
x * (97-13*0-178, pg *5) _ 

Pertinent information concerning this individual has been properly 
forwarded to the State Department by separate letters. 


The main file on Kosanovic contains only two reports, one of which 
was sent to the Attorney General by letter dated December 13, 1943, (other 
report not pertinent). This case is currently in a pending status 




cc - Mr. ±Aaa 
cc - Mr. Fletcher 
cc - Whitson 
cc - Mr.- turtle 


U. J. Myrtle 
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rjy.". ' _ THIS MEMORANDUM IS~FOR 'ADMTNISTRA < nVE“PURF©HfiS 

n»JUu i _ 

TO BE^DE6T-RO¥Bt) AFTER 'ACTTOIT TUTAtfEN*'AND-GENT- TO-FILES 


Office ± Aetna ” mdurn 


UNITED SV TES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


The Director 


D. 




DATE: April 


Ladd 

o 

SUBJECT: c AVA K# JfOSANOVIC 

l'.TJilUil, SECURITY - YU 

Bureau File 65-47953 


ALL IKFGHXATITIJ CCNTAIN2B 
HLREIW IS UNCLASSIFIED 
OATE <{ (! £3L _ 


Reference is made to ray memorandum dated ~:arch 29, 1950, 
relating to telephone inquiry by the Yugoslav Ambassador Sava 
N. Kosanovic as to the possibility of obtaining a cory of a micro¬ 
film copy of the technical papers of th.ej.ate Ilikole^Teslc, world- 
famous scientist who died in New York in 1943. 

Kosanovic dales to have been a nephew of Tesla and. is 
known to have tried to obtain these papers at the time of Tesla*s 
death* However, they were taken over at that time by the Alien 
Property Custodian. If any copies were rade of these papers, they 
were made by the Office of the Alien Property Custodian rhich tool: 
possession of Tesla*s papers in 1943 or the Department of the Army 
which v/as interested in copying Tesla*s notes in 1945. The Army’s 
\ interest apparently was developed by a young scientist named Tloyce 
Fitzgerald v/hc had been a protege of Tesla and one cf ’'is few 
ccr.f5dur.tr. Fitzgerald, who knew tkrt Tesla had be?n endeavoring 
to perfect t*'i rirelcrr transmission cf s?.retried current, one of 
t; a basic concerts involved in the production cf a "Death .\r.y M 
had subsequently entered the Army, and in October, 1945, appeered 
at our Tew York Office, together ?ith three other members of the 
United States Army, to request our assistance in obtaining access 
to Tesla 1 s paper? which were stored in a warehouse of the Tnnhettan 
Storage Company. Fitzgerald and his associates were referred, at 
that time, to the Alien Property Custodian r hich was reported to 
have made an investigation of Tesla’s belongings following the 
letter’s death. 

s 

Although the Office of Alien Property or the Department 
of the '.my night be able to furnish a copy of Tesla’s papers to 
Kosanovic, it is not believed that the i’PI should facilitate his 
search for this material, which althourl possilly of r.o present 
v.lue frera a rational Defense standpoint, could still conceivably 
be of assistance to the Yugoslav Government. 
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the attached letter explaining thr.t v?-? have never 
r e r'.cues's, be sent to V'r. Kos novic* 


2. Thrt the attached mono to the I^er: York Office, instructing 
them tc make further inouiry at the Manhattan Storage Company and 
advising that firm thet we have no co: v of Tesla*s papers as they 
allegedly claim, be forvrrrded. 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


/° 


Director, FBI 


SAC, New York 

£ 

subject: SAVA N. KOSANOVIC 

B.’TBKNAL SECUHITY-YU 
. (Bufile 65-47953) 


Eebulet dated April 3 last. 


DATE: April 17, 1950 

"L j 

. / v 


A> 


LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^J^-B>^t 


Oh April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr* J.V. POTTS, 
Vice President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 
Sl 7th Avenue, New Yoik City, and at that time lft« POTTS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate form setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goods* 


In a, review of the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
NIMDJA^SSLAi LIT;* PO^TS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself. This one 
occasion took place on January 26 and 27, 1943, at which time representatives 
of the Alien Property Custodian made a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the TESLA estate. 


The TESLA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage's 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue, New York Qj,ty* MR. MICHAEL KING, who 
stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he could recall only one occasiion in early 1943 
when an examination was made of the TESLA effects. He stated that at that 
time numerous photographs were taken by the examiners. His description of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a microfilm reproduction was made 
of some of the papers of the deceased scientist. -ip* KING added that several 
of the group making the examination wore U.S.. Navy uniforms, and during the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in the 
group were identified to him only as "FEDERAL AUTHORITIES". According to III. 
KING, no other instance of microfilming cf the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that time. 


It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the ex ami nation men¬ 
tioned above by New York letten^(with attachments) dated October 17, 1945, 
entitled *JNKN0(KN SUBJECT; SAVA%SANOVICH; Experiments & Research of NIKOLA 
TESLA (Deceased), Espionage-^!. 


cc: 65-12290 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 105-1391 


f I MK. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from 

I SAVA N. K>SANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex- 
I ami nation of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR. 

I POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has been in the 
form of bills for storage. . • 

MR. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made. 

Interviewing agents explained to Mil. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned a Dove, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is centemulated by this 
office. CIP5LD. 
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•CONFlfcNTIAL' 


l/tt 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 7/13/76, 


y Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) copies of an 

/* LHM, captioned "NIKOLA TESLA MONUMENT, NIAGARA FALLS, NEW 

r Vrtnu- ft i.L • 1 -_"I C. _1_J_ n__ • _ • 


YORK," which is self-explanatory. One copy iSj.being 'y 

xj designated for Legat, Ottawa for information, copies 7 

M are being furnished to New York, one to Newark for information 

since they had previous interest in this matter, and one copy 
•il to WFO for information because/of U. S,.and Yugoslav 

Aft dignitaries who attended the unveiling^of the monument. awh 

^ I ■ i / s 

{ Nothing adverse came to the attention of this 1} / f 

i office concerning the dedication, of the Nikola Tesla 
Monument which was a bicentennial gift from the Yugoslav 
Government to the United State^. Diplomatic representatives 
; from the United States, Yugoslavia and Canada reportedly 

$;• s .-/o attended the affair. Mo further inquiries being made at 
% ; Buffalo and it is closing its case administratively. LI 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Rtply, Pleast Reftr to 
FUtNo. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Buffalo, New York 
August 20, 1976 


NIKQLAmSLA- 

MONUMEfjfT / 

NIAGARA FALLS. NEW YORK - 



An article appeared in the "Buffalo Evening News," 
a daily newspaper published in Buffalo, New York, on July 24, 
1976, which in part contained the following information: 

The article was captioned "Dignitaries Unveil 
Statue of 'Genius' Tesla." 

The article contained information that NIKOLA 
TESLA was the inventor of the alternating current and the 
first man to successfully transmit electric power. The 
background of TESLA set out in the article revealed that he 
arrived in New York City in 1884 with four cents in his 
pocket and plans for an airplane and a book of poetry. 

In 1888, he invented a system to make the transmission of 
alternating current practical, at 37 was a millionaire 
but died at the age of 88 in New York City alone and 
penniless. 



i. 


The statue, approximately nine feet high, was 
erected on Goat Island, a site which is located on the 
property of the New York State Park and Recreation Department. 


The article revealed that more than a thousand 
people listened to FRANK G. ZARB, Federal Energy Administration, 
representing President FORD, and Dr. IVO MARGAN, President of 
the Socialist Union of Croatia, representing Yugoslavian 
President TITO, as both pulled the cord unveiling the nine 
foot high statue of TESLA. 




L •„ ... ..,i r .„..y 







NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


The sculpture was created by Yugoslavian FRANO 
KRSINIC and was the bicentennial gift of the Yugoslavian | 
people to the United States. Both of the above men read 
official greetings from their presidents and exchanged 
pledges to continue good will and friendship between the 
two countries. 

The article, stated that following the unveiling, 
a reception-luncheon was held for several hundred persons 
at the Parkway-Ramada Inn, Niagara Falls, New York". Mr. 

ZARB toasted the Yugoslavian delegation which was answered 
by that country’s Ambassador to the United States, DIMCE 
BELOVSKI• 


According to the article, there was a bit of 
diplomatic byplay between Mr. ZARB and Ambassador 
BELOVSKI during the ceremonies. In his remarks at the 
statue unveiling, Mr. ZARB included an appeal to Yugoslavia 
to stop all harassment of Americans visiting that country. 

In responding to Mr. ZARB’s toast at the luncheon, 
the Ambassador gave assurance that his country wants American 
visitors and will welcome them. 

According to the article, some observers thought 
that the Yugoslav release of an American held for the past 
seven months was timed to coincide with the unveiling of the 
statue. 


The tribute to TESLA was sponsored by several 
Yugoslavian groups in cooperation with the Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corporation, Westinghouse, and the New York State 
Park and Recreation Commission. 

An article appearing in the "Niagara Falls Gazette, 
a daily newspaper published in Niagara Falls, New York, 
captioned "Zarb Calls for Energy Independence for U. S." 
the article dealt with the unveiling of the Nikola Tesla 
Monument and stated that accompanying the Yugoslavian 
Ambassador to the ceremonies on July 23, 1976, were Dr. 

PAVLE SAVIC, President of the Academy of Science of Serbia, 



NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


and VASA VESKOVIC, Yugoslavian Consulate General in New 
York City. 

An article appeared in the "Niagara Gazette" on 
July 24, 1976, captioned "Aide Almost Missed Event." The 
article in part indicated that friendship and cooperation 
between the United States and Yugoslavia was the theme of 
the day as that nation dedicated a statue of NIKOLA TESLA 
on July 23, 1976. 

The friendship was personalized when a Yugoslavian 
tried to cross the border from Canada to the United States 
to attend the dedication without a visa. 

The individual was GOJKO SEKULOVSKI, who was in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, as the Chairman of the Olympic 
Commission of Yugoslavia. He also happens to be the 
Assistant Secretary.of State for Foreign Affairs in that 
country. 

He did not have an American visa and almost 
missed the unveiling of the statue. 

Fast thinking on the part of representatives of 
the Niagara Frontier State Park and Recreation Commission 
sent an official car to take the dignitary across the 
border, which saved the day. 

In the "Niagara Falls Gazette" on July 24, 1976, 
there appeared an article concerning the unveiling of the 
statue which indicated that Dr. BOGDAN MAGLICH was Chairman 
of the Yugoslavian-American Bicentennial Committee and was 
a speaker at the affair. Dr. MAGLICH also serves as 
President of the Fusion Energy Corporation, Princeton, 

New Jersey. Dr. MAGLICH eulogized the inventor TESLA 
and stated "only America could have taken a giant of Tesla's 
stature., embraced him and provided him the means he needed 
to bring his talent to its best use of humanity." 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS. NEW YORK 


Established sources, whcr have furnished reliable 
information in the past and were in a position to observe 
the commemoration of the Tesla Monument, stated that no 
adverse information came to their attention concerning the 
dedication of the statue on July 23, 1976. 
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Attached is the translation which you requested by letter 
dated January 22, 1953* 



The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported 
1 under appropriate captions and afforded whatever investigative 
attention >8 necessary. 


- Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 

I this connection is set forth below: 




Returned herewith, 









Item No. Is 


7?;. *y.*?TOV \ JJ.r' ?: 

“ ” 

This announcement by the American Yugoslav Committee invites 

all Americans of Yugoslav descent in the Chicago area to attend a com¬ 
memoration affair to be held at Kordovan Hall, 1502 3ruth Racine Avenuf* 
Chicago, Illinois, on November 16, 1?52, at 3 P.V., in observance of 
the 9th anniversary of the founding of the Yugoslav Republic. Representa¬ 
tives of the F?RY, continues the announcement)will spea- at this affair. 
The Tamburica orchestra "Jadran" (Adriatic) will furnish the music and 
the Slovene Singing Society "France Presereri" will appear cn the program. 


face type: 


The following paragraph in the announcement appears in bold 




"It is/onr desire to have the friendship between our new 
homeland and our^ homeland — Yugoslavia - deepened and strengthened still 
more, because this will be to the benefit of the peoples of both 
countries. It is our duty as Americans of Yugoslav descent to help 
as much as we can in this sense. Our celebration of the Day of the 
Republic is dedicated precisely to this end." 


A'» 



GERTRUDE RAJACIC, secretary 
president. 



This mutilated 'etter is datelined Chicago, December 10, 
19^2, and i3 addressed by Consul YOZE MORAVEC to the Slovene Emigra¬ 
tion Soc-’^ty (Dlovenskr. Tseljenisk~ Latica) in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 
and reads in substance as follows: 


MORAVEC advised that he was on a visit to Cleveland several 
weeks ago and that on this occasion he spoke to several members cf 
the Central Committee for a Slovene Concert Tour^ fSlcvene Octet ). 
Although the preparatory work is going along fine, continues MORAVEC, 
there are certain difficulties stemming from the (Slovene Emigration) 
Society which directly hamper this word: and which can easily bring 
about the failure of the octet or even bring into question the octet's 
arrival in the US. Most of the difficulties MORAVEC attributes to a 
lack of understand} ng on the part of the above-named :iovene dcciet; r 
of the "American situation." 


"In the first place," says MORAVEC, "it is necessary to 
emphasize that this tour by the octet IS MDT being organized by 3ATI.3, 
but rather by the Central Committee in Cleveland, which is a completely 
separate' body from 5 A NO and works independently. Inis committee ir 
neutral; it belongs to no political movement and an atternt has bren 




but must ra^ er return them and consequently «he entire procedure, 
from the local people’s committee right up t** the Ministry of Interior, 
has to be repeated. In the reports concerning the Consular ierv’.ce 
we constantly made reference to this problem and begged the Ministry 
of Interior to verify the accuracy of documents (at least the crude 
errors which anyone can detect); the situation has now improved some¬ 
what, but the problem of slowness still remains in sending documents 
so that in urgent cases we are forced to expedite the matter by tele¬ 


gram, 


fc. li» Apropos* the conve 

the proposal to the Personnel S 
asking for authorisation to hi 
clerk at the Consulate (she was 
cone from Hercegovina 
position she ea 
oan be authorised 
(approaching) 1 



lation with the ambassador we sent 
jtio|^^^^Jfinlatry of Interior 
HHHHHHHVas a second female 
>on^^^n^u!^^wh^e her parents 
is xx$w visiting her present 

month for a 5-day weak^consequently, she 
r ary of at least this much. Before 
talked to five other female olerka - 
some because they earned ifcre money in their present positions than 
we can give them, some for other reasons* turned down the offer. 

The present female clerk we shall be able to release only after 
another one ia hired and broken and after we find another female 
clerk to replace the present one. 1 We remind you that 
had less work in past years and ve^had^ij^addi tion 
atil^anothe^mal^cl^^^^rT^c:** flH^HHRrhile during 



5. The problem of purchasing a house for tbs Consulate 
c ' . u from before. .e are now paying JJ^OO a month for the Consulate 
-"!' j200 for the residence rf the Consul General* a total of YOO, 
which means J7200 a year. e took an interest invarious ‘ioyses 
which were for sale and ascertained that for 350,*to $£0,000* wrnld* get 
a building for the Chancery, thq residence of the Consul General 
and one or two small rooms in «4dition. If the offer for purchasing 
a house were to be accepted, we would forward concrete proposals for 
your consideration. We remind you that the present premises of the 
Consulate are small (we need atj least one more room) and consequently 
this too would be settled by the purchase of a house* 

Item No. 12: 


A routine memo concerning the personal correspondents of 
the late ^TK OLA^TE^LA and the possibility of purchasing the same from 
unidentified owner (name illegible). There Is also a notation to the 
effect that^PALANDACIC has only receipts of the money which he sent 
TESLA as aid'/ - / //, 

Item No. 13: 


The first page.of item no. 
render intelligible translation. 



13 is insufficiently legible to 
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*111 acknowledge your latter of June 9th 


_ ■ ^-raBponaa to your inquiry, the paper* of 

Dr. HiXolaTTesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. 

v) ~ 

— Sincerely yours, 

AjU Ke/| e y 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 
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■ 1 The Doputy A tt o rn e y - Ce noral ■ —Enclosure 
■At tention *—S usan H. Hauoorf? £C 22 

ijfc.i 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that 

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition ofhhis technic al pa pe rs. 

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable wi£h 
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the INSTITUTE OF . 

ELECTRICAL AND 
ELECTRONICS 
ENGINEERS, INC. 

ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT SOCIETY 

m n m 


\tSW 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Sir, 








lease address reply 



As a member of the IEEE I receive and read a considerable volume 
of Institute material. The current issue of our Engineering Management 
Society Newsletter carries__aic6print of an article from another society 
newsletter entitled: “ Nikol^ Realai-The Gr eatest Inventor of all Time?”. 
In my opinion (having some know ledge of electrical engiheeringHhlsfory) 
it is overly lauditory, but worse than that it implies suppression of 
his electro-technical work by our government. 


The third from last paragraph states: "At his death, in 1943, what 
papers he did have were confiscated by the FBI. These papers remain 
sealed from the general public to this date. Their contents are totally 
unknown, nor has it been revealed whether the U.S. Government has made 
use of them." 

Personally, I do not believe this and I would like to refute the 
statement. Please let me know whether the statement is true and if so 
what disposition has been made of the papers. The quotation does not 
say what type B^tere confiscated. I am not concerned here with his 
ideological views (I don't know what they were), only with those relat¬ 
ing to electricity. 

Thank you. 


b(o 









July 25, 1983 



Your June 27th letter to the FBI requesting 
information concerning Dr. Nikola Tesla was referred to me 
for reply. 


Ex.c AD kim. 
Ex.c AD Inv. _ 
Ex.c AD LES . 
Asat. Dir.: 
A4m. S.rva. . 

Crlm. Inv. _ 

Id.nt. . — 
Ins,. _ 


On January 26 and 27, 1943, Federal authorities made 
a thorough review of the effects of Dr. Tesla to determine 
if any ideas of significant value to the United States war 
effort could be found. His effects were examined at the Man¬ 
hattan Warehouse and Storage Company at 52nd and 7th Avenue, 

New York, New York, where they apparently were taken after 
his death. Participating in this examination were represent¬ 
atives from the New York and Washington Offices of the Alien 
Property Custodian, the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the 
Office of Naval Intelligence, and United States Naval Research. 
The FBI did not participate in this examination 

It was the con^ ! ftf^:edR^>inion' < 
examiners "that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and posses¬ 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be of 
significant value to this country or which would constitute 
a hazard in unfriendly hands." There was thought to fcrenro' 
technical or military reason why further custody of the property, 
should be retained, and in February, 1943, the papersSSpparentiy 
were released to Mr. Sava N. Kosanovic, Dr. Tesla's nephew^and. _ 
the administrator of his estate. Mr. Kosanovic's addrersrff' at 
that time was 112 Central Park South, New York, New York. 
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Our files do not reveal any pertinent information 
on the Tesla materials since the 1940s, and their current 
whereabouts or condition is unknown. 

Sincerely, 



Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 


1 - Mr. 


Enclosure 
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Office of Foreign Litigation 
Dr. Tesla's papers are not i 
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CURRENT BIOGRAPHY 

Published monthly by TKo H. W. Wilton Company 
950 University Avenue Naw York 

EWHart Mailaa Hack MstttfUf E4iUri E. Mery Tra« 

CapyrlyM, 1942, TV* H. W. WiUaa C»wf >«y. l«<tM«kW ^watatiaa fram Ikii pwbU- 
citlaa V pvrmiHvd prevMvd 4w. «#4<t m fhraa CUIIINT 1104 I AfHT 


Vo/. 4 February If42 Mo. 2 



Explanations « 


Authorities for forms of names are the Library of Congress anti 
the Wilson Company bibliographical indexes. Exception is made to the 
authorized form when the shortened form of a name is better known: 
e.g., Monty Woolley instead of Edgar Montillion Woolley. If the full 
name is not given in the heading it will be found in the sketch itself. 

After the name, pronunciation is given if the name is difficult, and 
then the date of birth as fully as possible. The date of death is given for 
those who have died. The occupation of the subject follows. Next comes 
the sketch itself, followed by a list of references for further study. These 
include magazine and newspaper references (in one alphabet) and books. 
If the person is not living, references are made to obituaries in news¬ 
papers and magazines. Only books of an autobiographical or biographical 
nature are listed, including such well known reference works as Who’s 
Who, Who’s Who in America, etc. 

The magazine articles listed under References are in abbreviated 
form (see list “Periodical and Newspaper Abbreviations” for complete 
title). The form of entry is as follows: Sat Eve Post 56:78-9 S *39 por. 
This means that an article supplementing our sketch will be found in 
Saturday Evening Post, volume 56, pages 78-9, in the September 1939 
number. The abbreviation for means that the article is accompanied 
by a portrait. In the case of newspapers, the name of the paper is fol¬ 
lowed by paging and date. 

When a name in a sketch is followed by ’** a biography of that person 
may be found in the 1940 Current Biography Yearbook published in De¬ 
cember 1940; for a name followed by see the 1941 Current Biography 
Yearbook; for a name see index in the December 1942 Current Biog¬ 
raphy. 

Photographs not credited to various studios and not obtained from 
the individuals themselves are obtained from Press Association, Inc., 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York Gty. 
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C U It A EM T BIOGRAPHY 


SMITH, IDA B. WISE —Continued 
References 

Christian-Evangelist p423-4 Ap 16 ’42 

Lit°Digest 121:33 Je 1J '36 por 

N Y Times IV p2 Ag 31 ’41 por 

Newsweek 16:40 Ag 19 ’40 nor 

Time 29:55 Mr 1 ’37 por; 39:51 Mr 2 
*42 por; 39:12 Je 15’42 

Who's Who in America 1942-43 

>STAUSS. EMIL GEORG^VON (shtous 
fon) Oct. 6, 1877—Dec. (?)* 1942 German 
state councilor and a Vice-President of the 
Reichstag; former director of the Deutsche 
Bank in charge of its oil interests. 

Obituary 

N Y Times p!7 D 12 ’42 

_>$YKES, CHARLES H(ENRY) Nov. 12. 
f 1882—Dec 19, 1942 Nationally known as the 
newspaper cartoonist, “Bill" Sykes; drew 
famous war cartoons for the First and Second 
World Wars; editorial cartoonist of the 
Evening Public Ledger of Philadelphia from 
. its founding in 1914 until its suspension in 
January 1942. 

Obituary 

N Y Times (44 D 20 ’42 

_XjESLA, NIKOLA (tesla) July 9, 1856- 
•' Jan. 7, 1943 One of the world's greatest 
electrical inventors and designers; American 
citizen of Greek origin; worked with Edison; 
credited with many “epic making" inventions 
since he came to the United States in 1884; 
in his old age claimed to have invented a 
'♦‘‘death beam" powerful enough to destroy 
10,000 airplanes at a distance of 250 miles and 
to annihilate an army of 1,000,000 soldiers 
instantaneously. 

Obituary 

N Y Times pl9 Ja 8 ’43 por 

^TINNEY, CAL(VIN L.) Feb. 2. 1908- 
Radio commentator 

Address-, b. c/o Mutual Broadcasting System, 
1440 Broadway, New York Gty 
Since August 1941 Cal Tinney’s slow Texas 
drawl and homespun humor, with intimate, 
folksy interpolations, have been heard over 
the Mutual network in Sizing up the News 
each Monday and Wednesday evening from 
8:00 to 8:15 p. m. Tinney s colloquialisms, 
which the folks “back home" chuckle over— 
his "just-between-you-and-me, ain’t it the 
truth?" "it shore is" method—has captured 
many a listener bored with the formal, polished, 
or cut and dried comments of other news- 
casters. 

But there has been more to Tinney U»an 
his mannerisms. Speaking usually as a repre¬ 
sentative of what the "common man" thinks 
about affairs at home and abroad, he has taken 
more than one direct and shrewd pot shot, 
left of center, at stuffed shirt policy, the doings 


of Big Business, politicians who coddle Fascism 
at the expense of democracy under high-sound¬ 
ing terms of Americanism, etc It is not 
surprising that the sandy-haired young man 
from the West has occasionally found him¬ 
self in hot water. Objections have at times 
been made to the FCC on the “character of 
the broadcaster's utterances.” But Tinney has 
apparently survived the allegations against him, 
since he currently continues his bi-weekly 
talks. 

The outspoken homespun philosopher, who 
has become a kind of Will Rogers columnist 
of the air, was bom February 2, 1908 on 
a ranch in Pontotoc County, Oklalioma. His 
family, however, originally came from Texas, 
where his grandfather, a rugged individualist, 
had strange politics for those parts. "My 
grandfather was a Texas Republican." Tinney 
says sadly, "and they shot him. Seems he 
exploited his sentiments one Saturday night 
in a bar room. Ever since then my Pop has 
been a Democrat" So has the son and. judging 
by his broadcasts, a fervent New Deal-support¬ 
ing one 

After attending the Oklahoma public schools 
Tinney enrolled at the Murray State School 
of Agriculture in Tishomingo, Oklahoma. 
There, however, his education lasted only two 
weeks. "I never did stay there long enough 
to find out whether it was a high school or 
college," he says. Young Tinney apparently 
decided he could get a better schooling by 
traveling and seeing the world at first hand. 
For some years he tramped around, often as 
an ordinary seaman aboard freighters off for 
foreign ports. He was a newspaperman of 
sorts, also, and found jobs in Shanghai and 
Paris. His work in the pre-War French 
capital was rewriting material found in English- 
printed newspapers. "It was easy," Tinney 
explains. “All you had to do was change 
words like lift to elevator, and caretaker to 
janitor." 

After getting his education by travel, Cal 
Tinney settled dow-n in Oklahoma to edit a 
country paper, and began to advertise it over 
Station KVOO at Tulsa. That was in 1932. 
His humorous, drawling voice soon became 
more popular than his gazette. So he gave 
up his job as an editor, but since 1934 he has 
written a weekly feature, “Man of the Week," 
for the McNaught Syndicate. He is the 
author, also, of a book called Is It True IV hat 
They Say about London? a Non-Partisan 
Portrait (1936). When Tinney turned to 
radio for a living, his voice was heard, suc¬ 
cessively, on the March of Time (1932), the 
Voice of America (1933), and the Maxwell 
House Show Boat program (1934). From 
1937 to 1939 he was on the Vanity Fair fea¬ 
ture, and from 1939 to 1940 on Youth vs. Age. 
That year he originated, but did not appear 
on. Slop Me If You Heard This One. 

Tinney is married to Mary Maxine Noble. 
The couple have two sons, David N. and 
Scott 

It was in 1940 that Tinney hit on the idea 
of a folksy newscast and tried it out in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Farm listeners chuckled, appre¬ 
ciated a commentator who spoke their own 
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"9(Red Ambassadors 

Sava^iCosanovich of Yugoslavia 

By Bocdan^Uditsa 


This is the first in * series of profiles of the Red 
Ambessodon who represent the several Soviet satellite 
governments in XPnsbington. Others will follow shortly. 


F amiliar u they ire with the blasts 
of Vishinsky and Molotov, most 
Americans are not aware that some of 
the most fervid tirades against "U.S. 
imperialism” delivered in this country 
come, from an officially accredited am* 
bassador. SatajftCosanovich, a wiry, red- 
dish-haired man in his early fifties, 
represents Tito in Washington and in 
the United Nations. He travels all over 
this country making speeches in praise 
of the ”new progressive democracy” in 
the Balkans, denouncing "Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican reaction" and helping to form front 
groups for Tito. Incidentally, the Amer¬ 
ican ambassador in Yugoslavia cannot 
even move around Belgrade without 
special permits and a guard of secret 
police agents. * 

From Kosanovich's speeches at Lake 
Success and elsewhere, it would appear 
that everything in Yugoslavia before 
Tito came to power was reactionary or 
Fascist. Yet, when he was touring 
America during the war, he used to in¬ 
troduce himself as a "member of the 
democratic government of His Majesty 
King Peter the Second." 

Kosanovich is k restless man—his 
face and hands seem to be always agi¬ 
tated and moving. He is a cultured man 
with a long background in liberal, 
democratic movements. But he is a man 
of strong ambitions, who was willing 
to betray his own. past and his closest 
friends for those ambitions. 


In an Embassy which is more of a 
propaganda bureau than a diplomatic 
office, Kosanovich is only the front man 
for the Cominform’s schemes in Amer¬ 
ica. The real power in the Embassy is 
held by members of the Communist 
Party and the secret potice, OZNA, just 
as its real policy is directed from Mos¬ 
cow through Belgrade. Though Kosa- 
novkh repeats the Moscow line, he is 
not yet one of the inner circle. 

I first met Kosanovich in the fall of 
1941 in the United States, where he had 
come with some members of the exiled 
Royal Yugoslav Government, represent¬ 
ing Croatia, Serbia and Slovenia. The 
tragicomic adventures of that royal mis¬ 
sion in America centered around the 
battle between those who wanted Yugo¬ 
slavia, after its liberation from the 
Nazis, to become a democratic federal 
union, and those who demanded a Yu¬ 
goslavia which would be a Greater Ser¬ 
bia administered on the old prewar 
pattern. The grim outcome was that 
Tito succeeded in charming American 
public opinion with his sweeping prom¬ 
ises of democracy and federation, while 
the exiles were quarreling among them¬ 
selves—mostly for personal, rather than 
ideological, reasons. 

K OSANOVICH dreamed for a good 
many years of becoming Yugoslav 
ambassador to Washington. His unde, 
NiESta^cjla, was an important sdentist 
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in America. He himself is descended was active, with hh friends Louri 
from a long line of Serbian Orthodox S yl S<dam ic and the violinist, Z htkfofo lV 
ministers. His friends in politics used kovic, jn the formation arid promotion 
to tease him about his shyness toward of of 

women, his hatred of smoking and S lavic Americans ^subsequently metamor- 
drinking. A strong and dynkmic polit- phosed into an" important part of the 
ical leader, they said, should be a lady- Kremlin’s Pan-Slavic front. 


killer, a hard drinker and a chain 
smoker. 

In prewar Yugoslavia, Kosanovich al¬ 
ways attached himself to some popular 
political leader. (It seemed to give him 
the feeling that he was running things 
himself.) In the beginning of his 
, career he followed the tide of Svetozar. 

^CPribichevich, the leader of the Demo- 
cratic Party, who sought a highly cen¬ 
tralized Yugoslav state and drove the 
Communists underground through his 
secret police. That policy helped to re¬ 
inforce communism for the present job. 

. Next, Kosanovich was attracted by 
tha^Ieaders of the Croatian y^asants, 
Stevan s Radich and Dr. Vl adimuSM»- 
chejc, 'now in exile in Washington. He 


In his speeches Kosanovich has been 
one of the principal promoters of an 
idea first advanced by Adamic—that 
America is a nation of nations. As such, 
she is not only Anglo-Saxon, but Ger¬ 
man, Italian, Negro or Slav. The Slavs 
of America should unite in the name of 
brotherhood to carry on their glorious 
traditions, to show other Americans the 
heritage they have brought to this coun¬ 
try, and to keep in touch with their 
motherlands. On the surface this idea 
seems harmless enough, but it is the 
banner of Stalin’s movement to divide 
the United States. Russia and her satel¬ 
lites carry the idea farther in their con¬ 
trolled press by openly maintaining that 
America cannot be progressive until it 


considered that he was Machek’s is transformed into a series of "people’s 
"brain." Machek, however, did not al- republics" on the Soviet pattern, giving 


ways welcome the attentions of his satel- their national sovereignty to all the 


lite: several times he told me that he racial groups that compose the popula- 


was tired of Kosanovich’s "old maidish tion. Behind that scheme is the desire 


suggestions and tearful interventions." 
For when he is arguing any involved is¬ 
sue, Kosanovich's voice takes on a 
querulous tone which makes him sound 
like an adolescent. 

During the war, Kosanovich defended 
Mihailovich and a united Yugoslavia. 
He took an active part in Allied meet¬ 
ings and the affairs of American Yugo¬ 
slavs. His name often appeared in the 
"Letters to the Editor" column of The 
New York Times. He was a chairman 
of the Southeastern European Planning 
Board—a movement not popular with 
Stalin, as it threatened to block his plans 
for regional agreements and the artificial 
building up of buffer states. And he 


to Balkanize the United States—to 
divide it into conflicting clans so that 
a revolution may be centralized through 
the only uniting force, the Communist 
Party. 

F iorillo LaGuajuxa was Kosano¬ 
vich’s greatest acquisition. He led 
the New York Mayor through the same 
political zig zag he himself followed— 
first to Mihailovich, then to Tito. The 
speech of greeting to King Peter that 
La Guardis read in Serbo-Croatian on 
July 8, 1942, was written by Kosano¬ 
vich. The Mayor read: 

"Draxha Mihailovich and Vladimir 
Machek are the expression of the Yugo- 
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slav spirit of resistance—from Triglav 
to Vardar. They will go down in his¬ 
tory_*’ 

In his own speeches Kosanovich often 
compared Mihailovich with MacArthur, 
Chi ing Kai-shek and Timoshenko. For 
example, at a meeting of the anti-Nazi 
League in New York, June 8, 1942, he 
spoke of “the epic struggle which my 
people are making under the man whose 
name already symbolizes to mankind in¬ 
domitable spiritual and physical resist¬ 
ance—Drazha Mihailovich." 

Mihailovich was killed by a govern¬ 
ment of which Kosanovich was a mem¬ 
ber. Machek fled the country to escape 
the fate of Petkov, Maniu and other 
peasant leaders. Immediately after be 
became Tito's ambassador, Kosaoovich 
quoted Count Gano to prove that Ma¬ 
chek had been willing to sell out Croa¬ 
tia for a relatively small amount of 
money. The former follower of Machek 
admitted intinutely to a friend that be 
did oot believe the accusation, but that 
Tito had asked him to make it. 

On July 6, 1942, at a reception held 
in the Yugoslav delegation's mansion 
on New York’s Fifth Averse, Kosano¬ 
vich introduced MiTko^Markovich, 
editor of the Serbian Conftnuhist news¬ 
paper, Slobodna Rte, and now professor 
at Belgrade University. Markovich of¬ 
fered King Peter a check of ooe thou- 
sand dollars for "the Chetniks and tegu¬ 
lar army of General Mihailovich." 

A week later orders arrived from 
Moscow that Mihailovich should be con¬ 
sidered a traitor and Tito accepted as 
leader of the war for liberation. Marko¬ 
vich and his Serbian equivalent of the 
Daily Worker suddenly switched to at¬ 
tacking Mihailovich. Kosanovich did 
not—but his defense of the Chetniks* 
leader grew weaker. Shortly before he 
went to London in March, 1944, Kosa¬ 
novich in a Net* York Pott interview 


was quoted as follows: "Mihailovich is 
in the position of a General Lee. Tito 
is some kind of a Lincoln out to save 
the Union. Mihailovich was an army 
officer. I think he is sincere but he is 
surrounded by a very bad political en¬ 
tourage. The entourage was catastrophic. 
The Government, diplomats abroad, 
working in his name, are even more 
catastrophic." 

Curiously, Kosanovich himself was a 
member of that same "catastrophic" 
government. When he joined the Yu¬ 
goslav government-in-exile in London 
in the spring of 1944, it had already 
dismissed Mihailovich and sought an 
agreement with Tito's National Libera¬ 
tion Movement 

T^ino Pant wu in London. Head- 
ing his government-in-exile was Dr. 
IvatNjjubaaich, the viceroy of Croatia. 
The group wu more or leu agreed that 
Yugoslavia should be restored on the 
basis of a federal union. 

Kosanovich uked for a government 
representing all political parties, which 
would be strong enough to fight the 
Communists. He wu a frequent Visitor 
to King Peter and his mother. And 
when an agreement wu drawn up be¬ 
tween Subuich and Tito, Kosanovich 
wu terribly dissatisfied with its terms. 
(I suspect that wu because he had not 
taken an active part in it; he wu in¬ 
clined to think that everything in Yugo¬ 
slav politics needed his guiding hand.) 

Tito wu in Belgrade. The Red Army 
wu crossing the Danube in ib push to¬ 
ward Vienna. On^Jentfary 18, 1945, 
Tito's emissary, GenerarVelebit, visited 
Kosanovich in Kingston House, Lon¬ 
don. Kosanovich left the interview pale 
and nervous. For the first time he real¬ 
ized that dealing with the Communists 
demanded fortitude. 

A few dap later, oo January 2), King 
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Peter dismissed Subuich's cabinet and Tito stubbornly in London and Wash- 
reappointed ib members only after all ington. MilsnftQrol (the vice-premier 
of them—including Kosanovich—had and leader of 7 the Serbian democrats) 
agreed in writing that, on their return will serve u a Trojan Horse for the 
to Yugoslavia, they would defend cer- West. He is a reactionary politician who 
tain obligations the king had made con* backed Mihailovich. If Grol declares 
cerning the Tito-Subuich agreement that the Serbian people have to aban- 
The chief obligation wu that the new don Mihailovich, they will accept the 
united Yugoslav Government to be idea. As for Kosanovich—he is not an 
formed under Tito should guarantee all important personality nor a politician, 
fundamental political and civil righb But be is a useful innocent, who may 
and freedoms to the Yugoslav people, be of help in the United States where 
Kosanovich took a prominent part in he is considered to be a Western-type 
drafting this public statement announc- democrat." 

ing the reappointment of the previous The only member of that London 
cabinet and the obligations ib members government who still survives politically 
usumed. As the king's most intimate is the "useful innocent" Subuich, after 
adviser, he drafted Peter's act of consent having been Tito’s prime minister and 
to the Regency. Before Kosanovich left foreign minister/ is now a prisoner-Jn 
Londort the young king kissed him, and Zagreb. Frantefaioj, after participating 
received his formal promises that he in the Communist government of filove- 
would defend the interesb of the nia, wu recently sentenced to seven 
monarchy. years of slave labor for "espionage in 

In „ °! l94% Yu «°» llTii of the Western democracies." The 

wu liberated" and the members of ib liberal Dr. B. Markovich of Serbia died 
London government-in-exile came back in New York. I arrived there in time 
to join Tito's government with the bleu- to see him before his death. After I 
ing of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin, had told him the grim story of what 
It wu at that time that the Communisb YugoslaviaJoolred like under the Cbm- 
characterized Kosanovich u a "useful munisb, he said very sadly: 
innocent" (koristna b»d*U). In a "How is it possible that Saviba (the 
meeting held in a swanky Belgrade diminutive of Kosanovich’s first name) 
apartment house—still the headquarters could stay in such an outrageous gov- 
of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia emmentr 
—the ex-schoolteacher, Edw«r#Kardelj, , 

theXMontenegrin, MilovatyQjilas, and nprro soon began to Ignore all the 
other top Communist leaders were talk- X obligations assumed in his agree, 
ing over the political characteristics of meat with Subuich. Even before the 
their new partners. elections he declared that the king wu 

Gjilu said, according to a witness never to come back. Milan Grol and 
who reported the meeting to me: **The others immediately left Tito’s govern- 
Anglo-Americans dream that they may ment. Everybody in Yugoslavia expect- 
influence us through someone who is ed Kosanovich to do the same. But be 
not a Communist. Therefore Ivy, Sut—began to yield to the Communisb. 

Jbaydus best fitted for the job of for- Subuich had Just come back from a 
eign minister. Though he sometimes trip around Yugoslavia. He had seen 
wavers, be defended the agreement with that the people did not want commu- 
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nism; they wanted quick action by the 
democrats. And be had the courage to 
tell this to Tito. Although he was for¬ 
eign minister, he was arrested. 

I was with Kosanovich in his room 
in Belgrade’s Hotel Majestic when Mrs. 
Subasich telephoned and asked for im¬ 
mediate help. Her husband was arrested 
and ill Kosanovich tried to reassure 
her. He telephoned L L General Ranko- 
▼ich, OZNA’s chief trigger-man. The 
Communist hangman answered coldly 
that nothing would happen to the for¬ 
eign minister. Precautions were merely 
being taken to defend him from any 
attempt of the "Western reactionaries'* 
upon his life. 

We had just been reading Dante 
there in the hotel room—the part where 
Count Ugolino hungrily devours the 
brain of Archbishop Ruggieri, describ¬ 
ing the merciless end of all traitors. The 
blood and turmoil of ancient fratricidal 
war rose before us: it seemed very near 
to our own Yugoslav tragedy. 

Only a little later Kosanovich entered 
the new People's Front against the will 
of the Independent Democratic Party, 
of which he was Secretary-General. His 
party issued a clandestine communique 
describing his defection. Sooiv^fter that 
the chairman of the party, Qr^D^Boch- 
Jcovich, was terribly beaten for three 
bourTby a Communist youth mob. He 
was lying in a hospital the same night 
that Kosanovich was flying to the Lon¬ 


don conference of the Big Four, acorn- 
panying the Communist Kardelj as a 
"liberal and democrat.’’ Before he left, 
Kosanovich had published an article in 
the Communist official organ, Borbd, in 
which be attacked Subasich and the 
leadership of the party with whom he 
had worked closely for twenty years. 
The Communists wanted a proof of 
"betrayal.” And the price was paid. 
From London, Kosanovich went to the 
Paris Peace Conference, and from there 
to Washington—to attack American 
democracy, which he had formerly 
praised. 

I CANNOT BELIEVE Kosanovich is a 
happy nun, though he has attained 
his ambition. Those who once opposed 
fascism and are now serving commu¬ 
nism have lost all faith in themselves 
and in mankind. There are no more 
miserable people than the intelligentsia 
who know better—but who have been 
afraid to resist in the last battle for 
man’s liberty. 

Kosanovich once asked for a synthesis 
between political and economic democ¬ 
racy for the good of the people, and be 
is now defending the complete subjuga¬ 
tion—economic, political and moral— 
of Yugoslavia to the Communists. Ko¬ 
sanovich once wanted Yugoslavia to be 
free of the influence of any big power, 
and be is now ambassador of a puppet 
state in Stalin’s empire. 


THE SOLUTION FOR PALESTINE 

A comprehensive and authoritative discussion of the Hoover 
Plan (pages 32-33) and of the Lowdermilk Plan (Palestin o— 
Land of Pro mite), offering an engineering rather than a political 
solution for the crisis in the Near East, will be presented In the 
next Issue of Plain Tall 
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SLOBODRA SEC (PREE EXPRESSION) 
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SYNOPSIS: SLOBCDEA EEC (Free Expression}, Serbian comnunist-line tri-weekly 

* newspaper printed at 1.916 East St* # Pittsburgh, Pa., steadfastly 

8 to the generally recognised communist line and operates, 

erbs in the U. S., as the organ for the dissemination of 
• ion on Serbian affairs la }fagoslavia. As the leading Slav 
st organ it contained, during the period from 12/6/44 to 
, favorable publicity for 'su^h communist front organizations 
SWC^ULznerican Slav Congre^s]/yldovdan Committee and the^Jnl^ed 
?e_or* South Slavic Americans. It supported the TITO and\ 
governments unequivocally .and denounced opposition believed 
i against these governments. Due to the leaving of the former 
[n-Chief, MIRKO^AEZOVICH;. to confer with TITO and his repre¬ 
ss in Belgrade,Jugoslavia, the editorship has been under- 
r Reverend NIZOI^BENOVAO.^The Managing Editor is CEAEL gS__ 
id Business Manager is KARE^USHJAR, all-associated with the 
it movement in Western Per^syl^ania. t / 
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vl'^FXJTICH^lack of complete coordination with the Communist Party movement in > 
the United States may best he indicated by his individual editorial policy in + 
SLOBQDNA REC. Unlike other foreign language communis t org ans, as will he shown,? 
in Section III of this report, SLOBQDNA REC did not pursue a predominate loyalty 
to the American Communist Party, hut rather concentrated its efforts on foreign 
news, policy and information.^ 

The administration of SLOBQDNA REC during the period covered hy this report may 
he seen to pursue a more cautious line or policy regarding the printing of 
sources of news items and other information in the newspaper. Many items appear 
in; the translations of this newspaper which of necessity must have been derijfcd 
fronr a foreign source. One 6uch source may he pointed out in that during 
ea^jJ^art of 1945 MARKOVICH had installed in his home a Hamerlin model short¬ 
wave radio receiver with a special short-wave antenna and with logging for radio 
Belgrade. 

in thi6 report were made at 
Serbo-Croatian translator, 


Translations of SLOBODF^^E^^^^onta^ie^ 
rh _?ield Office by' 

Slavonic translator, 
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ORO ANI Z AT IORAL STRUCTURE 


1 - OFFICERS 


In the "Statement Of The Ownership, Management, Circulation, Etc., Required By 
The Acts Of Congress Of August 24, 1912, and March 3, 1933," regarding newspapers 
ut^^j^^^h^jjails as a means of transmission, furnished the Pittsburgh Office 
'byMHHHHHVForenan, Pittsburgh Post Office, the following are given as 
ofREC: 


Publisher 

Editor 

Managing Editor 
Business Manager 
Owner 


J.^XESJOVICH 
CHAHL2S\VUI CK 


This statement was filed 
her 2, 1945. 


at 


None 

MANE^KUSHNAR - 
johnvkrstovich 

the Pittsburgh Post Office by MANE SHUSHNAR on Octo- 


tic, 


f 


£gh. Field Division 
61-118 


n 2. It is true that this year*B calendars vere printed too late, 
but vc have inspitc of this sold a sufficient number of calendars 
and so me of the sellers have not sent in their money. In addition 
to the excellent success in advertisements for the calendar and be¬ 
sides the fact that the calendar was excellent, the work of the sale 
of the calendars is not satisfactory. Our activists should have paid 
more attention to this then than before selling the calendars. 

”3. Soon vc shall have received several hundred copies of the new 
book , Guns For Tito. 1 We ought to do our best to sell these books 
as 60 on as possible. The book was compiled by an American Major who 
organized a shipment of weapons to TIT0*s Army and met TITO person¬ 
ally several times. The price of the book is $2.75. 

"4. We must finish the sale of the book of NIKOlA^TESLA. We should 
oarticularly interest the American engineers and unionists in it. 

w 5. Soon a book of HIRED M ARSOVICH, will bo off the press: *That Wo 
May Understand Each Other. 1 Therefore it will be necessary to organ¬ 
ize the sale of the same. The book contains 350 pages and the price 
of the same i6 $2.50. 


i 

% 

J 


n Thc working committee decided that b' r the end of the month of March 
or in April, MIRXO MARSOVICH should start for the Pacific Coast, to 
California, to work in the strengthening of our movement and news¬ 
paper and in building up of clubs .and the apparatus. This will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting of the Supreme Board in Cleveland. 11 


o, 


August 14, 1945 


"Roorgnnizat ion Of Leadership Of Serbian Pro¬ 
gressive Movement In City Of Akron Carried Out. 1 * 
This article, which is quoted below, indicates 
the then policy of SL030DMA H3C in its leader¬ 
ship in the Serbian Progressive Movement in the 
United States. 



"Akron, August 10 - Last week, on Thursday evening, there was here 
held a special meeting of the Serbian political progressive club, 
which was attended by the editor-in-chicf of SLC30DUA R3C, HIRED 
KARIlOVI CH, and t he man age r of the pape r, KAIT5 SSU SHITAR. 
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'Office M&huj! wridum • united 


GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI 


DATE: November 7# 19U7 


FROM : SAC, Pittsburgh 

SUBJECT: ^SLOBCDHi REC 

INTERNAL SECHRITT - C 
REGISTRATION ACT 


The following article which appeared in the November 1, 19b7# i««ue of the 
above oaptioned Communist line newspaper published at 1916 East Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is furnished far your information: 


Address of Ambassadd?~TOSANOYlCH at Banquet of 2nd Serbian 
Congress, October 26 in Pittsburgh./ Pa. — 

Alt ISFOaUTKW CC?.TAD3J> * 
E:Z1 K IS ^classified / 

Brothers and 8istersj r\*-rjr A- -'' ZP ' *J? C,*** " 

. Al/SCO 

I oome among you to extend you the greetings of the peoples and the 
government of the Federated People*s Republic of Yugoslavia, headed 
by Marshal Tito and to thank you for the considerable aid which you 
have given your brothers in the old homeland. 


1 


By ooinoidenoe, I found i^rself in the period of 19in this great 
oountrj where I did s iy best to defend the truth and contribute to the 
best of my ability to the thwarting of spreading untruths on the 
part of the official representatives of the then Yugoslav government 
in exile and of all those who wanted to oonvihce public opinion of 
Amerioa and its official oiroles of the impossibility of restoring 
Yugoslavia. I recall your valuable help of that time. I remember 
a dear friend in the person of the late Rev. KRAJNOVTCH and his con¬ 
stant struggle, as well as of so many others of that period. 


You Americans of Serbian desoent were hit the hardest. You were 
exposed to the greatest trials and the heaviest attaoks. You had 
to exercise the greatest self-denial and perspective oorreotly to 
see the oourse of events because every effort was made to confuse 
you. The idea was that when Serbian Americans follow the wrong 
path, when chauvinism and national hatred get possession of them, 
when hatred toward the Croats and Slovenes and toward Yugoslav unity 
is aroused in them, then it will be easy for the same attitudes to 
work among Croatians and Slovenes as regards Yugoslav unity, giving 
ohauvinlsm full sway and thus contributing to the weakening of the 
war effort in American and rendering impossible the struggle far the 
salvation and restoration of Yugoslavia and the Balkans. 


In a letter of thanks for an honor which was shown me in February, 
19L^, by a great number of you who are nom assembled at this Serbian 
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November 7, IStfl 


To: Director, FBI 

Re: SLOBCDNA REC 

16 - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


Congress when I was elected an honorary president of the Vidovdan 
Congress I said: 

"In an extraordinary diffioult period of mankind you have with 
sacrifice and self-denial done your duty also toward your people from 
whom you sprang and toward America of which you are good oitlcens, and 
toward mankind. Since my arrival in America in 19^1, in official 
capacity, I found among you the best understanding and best cooperation 
for an ever greater unification of national forces in the struggle 
against all manifestations of fascism. Together we tried to be as 
6erbs - bearers of Serbo-Croato-Sloveno-Macedonian harmony and unity 
at a time when the enemy banked his entire hope on disharmony and 
hatred. Yfor king thus we have contributed to the correct understanding 
of the national-liberation struggle beset with so many obstacles and 
bedevilled with so much gossip# Time and events have borne out the 
truth thereof." 

And when teking leave of Serbs in America in a letter of July 2U, 

19^!, among other things I wrote: 

"T7e have here been those who have defended the purity of the Serbian 
name at a time when it was being most degraded by the ignorant. 

History will show that we were rigiht and that by our defending the 
unity of Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, and Macedonians we have best rep¬ 
resented the true national Serbian interests and thus represented the 
interests not only of Yugoslavia but also of America and all United 
Nations. We have by ooaxnnon sacrifices of a liberation war achieved 
great successes in the country, but there still are great trials# 
Enemies will particularly seek to confuse the Serbs and destroy them 
with false defense of Serbian interests# I ask all ny good friends 
to make every effort to promote harmony and unity# I ask all those 
who were being deceived in returning to Serbian tradition and enter 
the great circle of national harmony • • • I ask friends who have had 
the opportunity and bravery of seeing the right path from the very 
outset, that they forgive those who haven* t seen it because they were 
deceived by those who thought they must be believed. The true 
national champion is known by his setting the errant ones on the 
right path. Responsible culprits who misused their positions and 
misused the credulity of the ignorant will answer to the people for 
their misdeeds. The more you will promote harmony, the better it 
will be for Serbdom, far Yugoslavia, and for America - toward which 
you have the greatest obligation." 


f 
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To: 
Re: 


Direotor, FBI 
SLOBCDNA REC 

IS - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


November 7* 19^7 


That was the path to which yon were called until hie last days by 
our great countryman NIKOLA^XESLA. 

you, by your moderation, have contributed to the interest of the 
democratic struggle of the world. You have contributed to the unifi¬ 
cation of all national forces in America in the organization of the 
war effort. And at the same time, as Americans of Serbian descent 
together with other Yugoslav Americans, you have shewn your American 
fellow-citizen6 that your brothers in the old homeland are with 
united efforts resisting fascism and struggling for freedom and the 
restoration of their independent 6tate, Yugoslavia, 

In this you were able to be the best spokesmen* You and your predeces¬ 
sors have come to this country in search of freedom and better 
economic conditions# 





Most of you and those before you have fled from Hapsburg serfdom be¬ 
cause you were being oppressed both nationally and economically# 

You and your predecessors made valuable contributions to the develop¬ 
ment of the New World# You with your brother Slovenes and Croatian6 
have sweated, shed blood, worn your bones, expended brains, and what¬ 
not far the progress of this oountry# Long is the chain of miners, 
farmers, scientists, and soldiers who gave their best for the general ^ 
progress and prosperity of the American Union# You have conscientiously 
been doing your duty and you have become good citizens of this great 
land# Who of us is not proud of the work, life and nobleness of 
NIKOLA TESLA without whose work and mind electrioity would not be what 
it now is in the world; whose motor has harnessed the Niagara and the 
Dnieper, turning the wheels of industry wherever there is electricity? 

In every spark of electricity, shines his name* America is the 
greatest beneficiary of TESLA's genius* He asked for no riches# 


And so, brothers and sisters, when during the war you have raised your 
voice for your brethren in the Balkans struggling not only for their 
life but also for a better and more secure existence of mankind, your 
voice thus had significance and importance# You were able to be the 
authorized spokesmen of the struggle which was going on over there# 



/ 
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/SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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The 37th Annlrers&ry Calebratlaa of the existence 
af HjLBDOJI auisra held la Jdlmbt, «la # 3/l8/45. 

athlxer, 

all knoim PaH^^, , :v‘* 

>9 present* in charge of general /V. . 

arrangements for •eetlag^THef speaker KHS* ' 

KHNJAC of Chicago, Ill*, officer of the Supreme 
Committee of Croatian Fraternal Union, Work of 
HABOINI GLASNIK in connection vith present War effort 
end particularly in support of Marshal TITO eat forth <“ 4 
hy various speakers* , /• * 

-• ITT information contained 

• *»««- 

Letter fro* Pittsburgh to Milwaukee dated 1/14/46, . 


Heport of Special Agent HlBBT MOSSISCff dated 
4/38/41 at Pittsburgh, Pa* 


Confidential JaformaatSl^adTiaad. that uadar data 
of Pebruary 18, 1845, he vaa; la attendance mt‘ the 
37th AaalTereaxr Oalebratioh r*f HABOIHI 83UISSH (The 
Hatlodal Herald) , a Croatia* 'language aavepajier, ; 
•which celebration was held ln'Haraoajr Sail located 
at 939 South Sixth Street, Milwaukee,' tflaooaiela* 

* v.l-v *'*- 
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The next speaker Introduced “by Chairman JTJBD7ICH was & MB* 
CHBISJ^kIkaLACHI whs spoke on the need of funds for the continued support 
of the paper NAB0HII GLASS IT. • * \ V V 


•*i ‘J*ollowin£ this, .was a speech hy Mr* 7BJS 

praised the SABOJUI GLlSffl* *ir ite.^aifful vpjfc 


mo 41*o 



'- • At the conclusion of these varione speeches, JTJBOYICH acting /V 

as Chairman, again discussed the need of funds for VABDIKI GLASTIX and * 
requested a collection from the ahdlenee* He told the* that the amount I v 
aollected was $586,10* ,/■ .Vy •. ■„ . .. v . VI 

-'"ng tofljp^the celebration closed at approximately 9:15 

t durS^the coarse of the afternoon he was contacted by 
sown CPA member, who gar# hi* a pamphlet entitled "The 
ltcd Committee of South-Slaric Americans" dated Hovember, 
reference to an article la this pamphlet which was written 
armerly President of the 4K2BIG1H SLAS^QHOfig6 end Presi-... 
COMMITTEE OF SOUTH-SLATIC AMERICANS* then attempted 

entitled "The Prodigal Genius", vhici^^^We life 6tory 
Ltten by JOHH He also showedflHpa calendar 

with a picture of Marshal TITO and the inscription "Death ^^rasci am, Free¬ 
dom for the People"* _He explained that these calendars were being printed 
in Canada and he was taxing orders for* then* “V. 1 " 1 • -— -— __ 


Confidi 
arrangements with! 
celsbratlon over 1 


■[advised that he had previously made 
lor announcing the proposed banquet and 
on the. Croatian Radio Hour* 


jHpvas alto present at .the 37th Anniversary Celsbrati 
ie information set forth by Confidential InformantflBfc 


at lea end eon* 


The following individuals were listed 
this meeting] 


as being present at 
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The, "Washington Post"' for July 23,' 19h6, carries 
tp an intervley had i^.th the'new Yugoslav Ambassador 
e^itled *Ww OverTriesteNot Anticipated by Yugoslav.Envoy» rf v-Jh^rartt. 
state^ ne had declared .on the previous day that ; his country would not be 
provoked into.amr actibn in frieste Which would ^compromise the.neace&btt 


a ^:^i^^?4* h ?:;.prpblem which ; did 

intere - st3 * . said his ^Government' oppbse^Itailln^^ 

pnoppsals tor a. piebecite in the disputed area tecause the^YugoslavJo!*!^ 
had been . d iminished by twfenty-six years of I&Uah' j&L* and '.the 'fflSi* 
loss_of 56,000 men in the fight against the Nazis; 
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Bureai 


^Confidential Informant! 


with Ambassaaor 

^BSom^n^ToI^ni^Lna^Toui^ASEI^ha^contacted her in order to find 
out definitely when K0SAN0VIC was coming to New York City* It appears that 
ADa.IC planned to be in New York himself on the following Thursday and 
expressed a desire to have KOSaNOVIC be there on Thursday night* KOSANOVIC 
told her he was leaving for Paris the following Sunday morning at 11:00 All* 
He ivas told that ADkiilC would like to have dinner with him on Thursday night 
and on Friday morning for him to meet "this fellow that he has been talking 
about.'* KOSANOVIC said he knew it was something about publicity; KOSANOVIC 
stated he was not very happy about having to go to Paris* He said he hadn’t 
^^j^hed ending*’ 1 and that it was very complicated. He indicated that 
^PJpP£Bwould accompany him to Paris* They expressed amusement over the 
^Suar^^account of KOSANOVIC 1 s press conference the previous day.j^^^ 

The article in the Evening Star’ 1 which was referred to above 
appeared July 23, 19^6, and was entitled '’New Envoy Disclaims Any Yugoslav 
Plans for Coup at Trieste.' 1 This article was written by NEiTBOLD NOYES, JR* 
The article quotes the Ambassador as saying that Yugoslavia would not be 
"provoked into compromising the peace." The article stated that the 
Ambassador had indicated his country would boycott Trieste if they did not 
get it. The article stated that KOSaNOVTC is a nephew of NICOJA^rESLA 9 the 
Yugoslav-American inventor. 


:»/ 
ht A 


earned on July 23, 19U6. that 


with 1 
news^ 

HHHsaid tb 

TrSun^^^xy 

also. 

appeare^iCTi] 


J< IIPKKPT* [•) 


conferred 
relative to the 

press coruerence une - previous day. 
gr^^^^^ittle on the first page of the "New York Herald 
m mm said there was quite a bit in the "New York Times" 
tCT^n^^Wat he expected more in the "Evening Star" than had 
he "Washington Post" because he had "one of their good people. 


who was very favorably impressed and said he would say so 


! ^££KLearned on July 30, 19^6, that' 
J 0R*^office and advised that the Ambas 


tneir g< 


Senator TAYLOK 1 s“office and advised that the Ambas 
lunch with Senator TaYLOR at the Senate dining room 
along with some other members of the Senate, f ^ 


contacted 
ike to have 
room on Thursday at 1:00 P.i L 




Informant learned on the following day that 
arrangements for Ambassador KOSAiOVIC to have lunch with Senator 
probably Senator ^lAGNUSON in the Senate dining room. 

Informant also learned on July 31, 19U6, that Senator PEPPER 
•iad accepted the invitation to have lunch with the Ambassador at 1:00 





' federalbureaii OF INVESMMletiS 11 ? 


^Z!?5£c*iou*iim AT ... ffASHINGT01I/ D. ^QWnK^NTl>^-V: 100-1198C 


THIS CASK OftlQINATBD AT 


MPOKT MADC AT 


IQIHATKO AT .. . 'WASHING!^ 


W ^ Ma 100-11980 


>;; WASHINGTON,.Dl C. ; 




’TfTT 


yfYUGOSLAV ACTIVITIES:IN THE v UNITED. ST. 

"v\- / / .V. C'*•’.» v‘lV* * *. ” * * * *•. ' .'r»v1V>] 


r 'WJ& 


t'{-<:■ ;.y: v* >'^:V'v;jr>v 

‘V:\ £vt *. '•' I *>V-V?* '•'•*' ■*•*><■* . 


lAMAcrm or cah ’• WYVV 

NTERNAL SECURITY r ;iU ^f 

'. -V* vf^ ;f »v V\V i /*i -a&* »v * 










NELSON,HjlatodJ 



ATTKOVID AMO 
ronwAMoOr 



cofin or tmi* Rirofrr • 

g)- Bureau Detroit 

1 - Info*:' Los Angeles i 
•'• Buffalo Milwaukee . ^ 

Boston . ' New, Yorkf' fl-'/yi 

Portland 
Seattle ‘ 
St; Louis "• 

£an Francis 


do HOT wnm IN' 

























loZ 

&7C 

tu 




KOSANOVIC came as Yugoslav Ambassador in approximately July of 
1946, presenting his credentials to the President on July 18, 1946. 
KOSAHOVIC is generally considered not a Communist but an opportunist. 

He is a member of the Independent Democratic Party and previously 
served as a Minister under the Royal Government. He was born at 
Plaski, Croatia, Alai 29, 1894, was a nephew of the famous inventor, 
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Character of Case 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Synopsis: 


v> 


Information contained in bulletin entitled 
"News Plashes from Czechoslovakia under Nazi 
Domination" issued by Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, with reference to Ameri¬ 
can Slav Congress, set forth herein. Includes 
information concerning the permanent committee 
set-up and a partial list of delegates to the 
American Slav Congress. ‘"Also set forth is a 
ftYbtory of th^All Slav Congress"which was 
iwritien bv MWBB__Inf ormationgreceived that 


ve^that 

rnorxf^^o 


gggM Serbs oi unry, Indiana, ana reported 
^Sffif sts,. attended the All Slav Congress, 
ttended A7.1 Slav Congress. . 


i 
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> DATE J-n-85 BY 

Report of Special agent CKA3ZES M. SOLOMON, 
dated May 12, 1942, at Ifetroit, Michigan. 


Details: At Hammond. Indiana 
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has been obtained 


From Confidential Informant 


Do Not Write in These Spaces 









a copy of a bulletin entitled n N».ws Flashes from Czechoslovakia' 
under Nazi Domination”, published by the Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, 4049 West Twenty-sixth Street, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois, release no, 132, dated May 11, 1942i 

This bulletin contains news concerning the American Slav 
Congress held at Detroit, Michigan, April 25 and 26, 1942* The 
article contains the permanent committee set-up of the Congress 
and a list of men of eminence*among the delegates to the Congress 

This article is being quoted below: 

"AMERICAN SLAY CONGRESS FOR GREATER WAR EFFORT" 

The coordination activities of all groups of Slavic 
extraction in America for an intensified war effort 
moved a long step closer to reality as a result of 
the American Slav Congress held in Detroit April 25 
and 26 and attended by more than 2300 delegates re¬ 
presenting church, fraternal, labor, social and 
cultural groups from all parts of the country. Every 
substantial American ’Slav organization in the country 
was represented. 


Permanent Committee Set Up 

A permanent committee was elected with LE&jSZRZYCKI, 
Vice-president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
for President; Prof. J. J.>ZKRHAL, of the Czechoslovak 
National Council, Vice-president; STEPHEH*l(£EMAN t JR., 
of the Slovak Evangelical Union, Secretary; VINXfr^GlX, 
of the Croatia Fraternal Union, Treasurer; and BLAIR F. 
^HJNTHER, member of the Educational-' Committee of the 
Polish National Alliance, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. 

Participating Slavic nationality groups elected vice- 
presidents to the Board of Directors. Vice-presidents 
for the respective nationality groups elected were: 
EDMU1TO<£0INC, Polish; W. J.NWUZIK, Czech; 7. S.^LATEK, 
Slovak'; 1 VASIIr-SICOIT, Bulgarian; SAMUEEV'SEUNICH, 
Serbian; JOEJTSUTKOVICH, Croatian; VI NCE’.iT'pAINKAB, Slo¬ 
vene; PETES^RATICA, Carpatho-Eussian; GEORMTtKHIHSKY, 
Macedonian;' HAB?.y 7^U3ESHK0EF, Euseian; MICEAEE^KATCE, 
Ukrainian. 



The various nationality groups also elected members 
to the nationality committees of the Board of 
Directors. The National Committee of the congress 
held its first plenary session in Pittsburgh, May 10, 
to plan stops to translate the decisions of tho con¬ 
gress into action. 


Anti-Hitler Measures Adopted 

Main decisions embodied in the resolutions of the 
congress were: 

1. T*o make a direct appeaJ to American Slavs com¬ 
prising more than half the workers in the war essential 
industries of the nation to intensify their production 
efforts to outproduce Hitler and the Axis. 

2. To intensify vigilance pgainst fifth-columnists 
operating within the various Slavic groups in this 
country aiming to sow division and disunity in the war 
effort. 

3. To chart a plan to recruit 50,000 American Slav 
volunterrs for a house-to-house campaign among American 
Slav families for raising the amount of war bond sub¬ 
scriptions to 10 per cent of income. 

4. To take all measures to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity among American Slav groups and between them 
and the Slav peoples of Europe for a concerted effort 
against HITLER. 

5. To increase support of all war relief agencies, 
particularly the Russian, Yugoslavian, Polish, Czecho¬ 
slovakian, British, Greek and Chinese. 

6. To take steps to counteract the appeasers. 

7. To set up a permanent organization to coordinate 
and assist in carrying out the decisions adopted by the 
Congress. 


Response Exceeds Anticipations 

The response to the first American Slav Congress ever 
held in America exceeded all anticipations. It re¬ 
vealed the depth of anti-Axis feeling that has seized 
hold of the Americans of Slav descent who came expressing 
desires to do their utmost to the end that the power of 
Hitlerism, arch-foe of the Slav peoples as of freedom- 
loving peoples everywhere shall be decisively smashed. 
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The delegates were mostly brawny men from coal mines, 
steel mills, machine shops—the Den on whom the nation 
is counting for much of its war essential goods pro¬ 
duction and wholesome-looking women whose faces showed 
hardening lines of determination beneath war smiles. 



Men of Salience Among Delegates 1 

Among the delegatee were men and women of distinction 
in many fields of activity—scholprs, writers and 
clergymen, among-them Rev. VINC3N&30BX0YI0Z, who re¬ 
presented the g^r^Rcv. Bishop STEftuT S, WOZNlCKI > 
at the Congress, and delivered the opening invocation; 
MctropolitanS^rphop 3cnjamin, of the Russian Orthodox 
Church; Most Rev. JOKNTjiPAJHOVICH of Johnstown, Pennsy¬ 
lvania, and Rev?^£AVLOWSZI, tff .Buffalo, New York. 


is 

J 


Among others present were JOSEPlStfATTRAS, director of 
phe Polish National Alliance of Pittsburgh; CHESTER A. 
^WZDROJ, President of the Polish Central Citizens 1 Com- 
'mittee of Detroit; Judge nN&RONKOWSKI of Kantramch; 
Captain WT^sfflUiAIT., Polish War Veterans, Chicago; Dr. W. 
tScsOWSEI; chAiroaji Michigan All Slav Committee, Detroit; 
Mis. M.^GSTEROWICZ, deer of Polish Journalists, Buffalo, 
New York; ZIATK^SALOKO*.»ICH, famed Croatian violinist; 
F3 aN£S©IGQRSXI, assistant district attorney of Milwaukee 
and president of the Pulaski Council there; VINCEM!^LEIN, 
Secretary Chrysler Local No. 17 of UAW-CIO; Michigan State 
Senator, STANLEY^OWAK; Prof. J. J.^MR HaL, President of 
the Czechoslovak Na.tlona/. Council; i'OSErir^JulTINEK # Exe¬ 
cutive Secretary of the Czechoslovak National Council, 
Chicago; KAREESSICEAL, President of the American Sokol 
Union; ADOlS’^LCZR, President of the Czech American 
National alliance; VlrTCSlT^VRDSXY, Secretary of the Czech 
American National Alliance; Rev. JAN SttBRaDAC, Honorary 
president of the Slovak National Alliance; ReV. ARNOST 
y$I2Zk of the Federation of American Czechoslovaks in 
Texas; NKi OLa/K5SLa, Serbian American inventor; ET3IN 
SKRISTA1T, prominent Slovenian writer; Dr. D. X^J^TICH, 
^firet vice-president Michigan All-Slav Committee; SAMUEL 
^ERLINICH, President of the Serbian National Federation, 
Pittsburgh; Judge AMTHOI*?^LUCAS, Pittsburgh; Ohio .State- 

Senator^OYD-BOICH; Judge GEORGE SXJENESY, Cleveland; ' 

\ •' \ 
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.VNIK, Slovcnska Narodna Podporna Jcdnota; 
i^SQTXO, Cleveland; WTTTOZIK, President of 
the Czechoslovak Society of America; and Mrs. MARIE 
y^CJUiL of the Nat 1 ! Alliance of Czech Catholics. 


Fron the serious and restrained mood of the delegates 
it was visible they had come for the one purpose of 
agreeing on a common line of action to he taken to 
guarantee a speedy end of HITLER and the. Axis. There 
was a notable absence of the usual convention hilarity 
and abandon. 



An International Event 

It was a wartime mating dominated by a wartimo grim¬ 
ness. That the deliberations of the congress would 
have international repercussions wa.s evidenced in the 
more than thousand telegrams from all parts of the world 
th*t reached the congress during the sessions. 



One of the wires greeting it was from a Czech group 
in Teheran, Persia; there were Dany from Slavic groups 
in Chile, Argentina, Canada, and throughout America. 
Soviet writers and scientists and members of the Yugl- 
slav government in Kuibyshev wired the congress messages 
of greetings end good wishes. • 


The Congress was not only an event significant in the 
history of America’s 15 million Slav-descended citizens 
but fra-ught with meaning for the destiny of the more 
thpn 2.00 millions of Slav peoples across the seas en¬ 
gaged in a life-and-dcath struggle against Hazi enslavers. 


For the first tine the peoples of the diverse Slavic 
groups in America were reaching a common understanding 
on a world-wide issue—a matter that gave delegates a 
feeling of considerable satisfaction. 


Far beyond the brilliantly delivered keynote speeches 
and the iron note of resolve sounded in the resolutions— 
all of which raised the assembly to wild cheers of en¬ 
thusiasm—was the vibrant sense of unity *hich, given 
expression by the congress carried to the Slav peoples 
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throughout the world its ressage of redoubled efforts 
to crush HITLER and guarr tee a democratic victory 
for the world. 


Keynote—Production for Victory 

Production and sacrifice were the keynote notif6 of the 
main address of the congre ss delivered by LEO KRZYCKI. 
Reminding listeners that American Slavs occupy a key 
position in America's war industrial pattern, he called 
for greater efforts this year to turn the scales of 
victory in favor of the democracies. 

How to safeguard American war production and American 
morale took up the following sessions which were ad¬ 
dressed by Prof. J. J. ZMRHAL, President of the Czecho¬ 
slovak National Council of America, on fifth-column 
activities and measures to be taken against them; FRANK 
fb>vIS3EY, chairman of the Michigan Defense Savings Pro¬ 
gram on national morale; ELl^SHJVER, of the Labor Division 
of the Wp_r Production Boa.rd and G2QRGB!*£DDES, Secretary- 
Treasurer ,of the Auto Workers Union on problems facing 
labor in the wa.r industries. These subjects were treated 
in further detail in special panel discussions later. 


10,000 Hear Hon. Paul V. KclTutt 

Two thousand plates were served at the banquet tendered 
the delegates and guests by the Michigan Committee of the 
American Slav Congress in the Masonic Temple on April 25. 

But the climax of the congress was a victory rally in 
the Michigan State Fair Coliseum where 10,000 persons 
assembled to hear the Hon. Pa t JL V. McNUTT, Federal Security 
Administrator and U. S. Government representative to the 
Congress who greeted the delegates and drew thunderclaps 
of applause by his appeal for "more tanks for TIMOSHENKO 1 *. 

11 In this first Slav Congress you have shown the world the 
mira.de of American unity," he declared. 

a message from President ROOSEVELT was received wishing 
the Congress success in its work." 
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INDEX TO INFORMANTS 


Tho following is the Index to Informants mentioned in 
the report of Special Agent CLASSICS E. CLAY, dated November 18, 
1942, at Indianapolis, Indiana, In t5je matter entitled, 

"AMERICAS SLAV CONGRESS (All-Slav Congress) INTERNAL SECURITY - 
C", Indianapolis file 100-4006: 
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W u m Vim ^ ** * S 


Detroit, Mich. 
Chicago, Ill. 
erwyn, Ill. 
Mich. 


ddress not known 


cago, Ill. 

St. Louis, Mo. - 


urgh, Pa 


Pittsburgh, Pa* 

S. Pittsburgh, Pa* 


Etna, Pa 


sburgh, Pa* 
Dearborn, Mich, 
gland, Ohio 
Euclid, Ohio 


r> 


brodge, IT* J. 

Indiana ^ 

1 Chicago, Ill. $ 

__ Cleveland, T3hio 

v. KBAJEOVICH, (Deceased), Johnstown, Pa* 

NOKOL 


% 


Detroit, Mich. 

N. Y. 

e\T York, IT. Y. 
STLong Island, N. Yi 
etroi t. Mich* 

ITew York City, IT. Y. 
veland, Ohio 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 




dress not known 


Scranton, Pa. 


Confidential Informant^^Bmade available to the writer 
a listing of those persons from the Pittsbvu^^^ield Division who attended the 
AMERICA!! SLAV COITGEESS in Detroit on April 25 and 26, 1942. It is noted that 
this list totaled 198, names of persons who were representing 91 different 
organizations* The Croatian Fraternal Union with 35 representatives attend¬ 
ing the Detroit Congress had the largest representation. IText in number of 
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The Newark Field Division will make a preliminary inves¬ 
tigation of these officers by checking its indices, and interrogating Communist 
informants* If such preliminary check indicates Communist activity on the part 
of such officers, their activities as affects the .AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, should 
he thoroughly investigated and reported herein. 

THE NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISION 

* AT BRIDGEPORT , CONNECTICUT 

? Will ascertain the activities teLd on "All-Slav Sunday”, 

June 21, 1942. 

Will ascertain the ertent of Communist control of the 
local offices of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, if such have been established, 
and in the organizations of which it is composed. 

THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 

Will check the names of the delegates from New York to 
the Detroit Congress of April 25, 1942, with the indices, to ascertain if any 
of the delegates have previously beon reported as Communists or as having been 
sffiliatod vrith Communist organizations. 

Will keep in touch vrith confidential informants to 
ascertain further activities of Subject organ, ization. 

The following individuals are officers of the National 
Organization of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, residing in the New York Field 
Divisions I 
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The New York Office will make a preliminary investigation 
as to such officors by checking the indices and interrogating Communist inform¬ 
ants# If such preliminary check indicates Communist activity on the part of such 
officerSf their activities as affects the AMERICAN SLAY CONGRESS should he thor¬ 
oughly investigated and reported herein# 

THE PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISION 

* * AT PHILADELPHIA , PA. 

Will ascertain the extent of Communist control in local 
offices of theAMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS and in organizations sending delegates to 
the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS. 

THE SAIT FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 

* AT SAN FRANCISCO , CALIFORNIA 

Through appropriate sources of information, will con¬ 
tinue its contact with those All-Slav organizations in the San Francisco Bay 
Area which are known to subscribe to the platform of the Detroit Congress# 

* Through discreet investigation will endeavor to ascertain 

the activities of the All-Slavic/,Second Front Committee which was established 
in July of 1942# '' ' 


Will continue its survey of organized Communist infiltrar- 
tion into the Slav community of Northern California# 

THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 

AT WASHINGTON , D. C. 

Will establish connection betwe en persons and organizar- 
tions in thewith a determining 

Communist control there^^£^^paWffifflR^^^^^^TO.ish relation of the AMERICAN] 
SLAV CONGRESS to the Russian government inspired ALL SLAV CONGRESS held in Mos¬ 
cow# 

Will ascertain the extent of Communist, control of the 
local offices of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, if such have been established, and 
in the organizations of which it is composed# 
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UNITED MINE WORKERS 

UNITED RUSSIAN WAR PEL I EE COMMITTEE 

UNITED SLAV COUNCIL 
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>7^*’v-'**',• ■ **'•];* ; One copy of press release dated.October 12/ 1947, entitled, 
"fixeorpts from address of Senator CLLUDfi.PEPPER (D-Fla.) at .Testimonial' ~ ~ • 
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Nikola 

TESLA 



Whose daring imagination and concrete accomplishments are among the wonders of our age. 


By PAULINE KLOPACKA 


W HEN Nikola Tesla died in 
January of 1943 in com¬ 
parative seclusion in a New 
York hotel, he owned no more than 
the few personal possessions that had 
become dear to him during the 86 
years of his life. Yet his estate was 
so fabulous that its value can never 
be truly assessed. And his heirs were 
the men and women of all the world. 

What price can be put on the work 
of a man who brought into being the 
electric power era? The industrial 
giant that the U. S. is today rests on 
the series of brilliant discoveries and 
inventions in the harnessing and 
transmission of electricitv conceived 


by Nikola Tesla, who came to this 
country from the land of the South 
Slavs when he was 28 years of age. 

It was at midnight between July 9 
and 10 in 1856 that a son, Nikola, 
was born to the Rev. Milutin Tesla 
and Djouka, his wife, in the little 
Serbian village of Smiljan, in the 
province of Lika. Now a part of 
Yugoslavia, it was at that time under 
Austro-Hungarian rule. 

Tesla’s father, a Serb, was a priest 
of the Greek Church, and his mother 
of a distinguished Serbian family, 
came from a long line of inventors. 
Both father and mother gave to the 
child a valuable heritage and culture 


developed and passed on by ancestral 
families that had been community 
leaders for many generations. 

It was at first planned that the son 
prepare for the priesthood but Nikola 
would have none of this. Physics and 
mathematics fascinated him. He 
would be a teacher of these favorite 
subjects. But then he switched to elec¬ 
trical engineering and at the age of 
25 a graduate of Prague University— 
earlier training had been obtained 
at the Graz Polytechnic in Austria— 
he was set for his first job. 

At that time the American Tele¬ 
phone System was brought to Europe 
and an installation set up in Buda¬ 
pest, where Tesla was a successful 
applicant for a position. 

T hree years later, in 1884, he was 
U. S. bound. There were 4 cents in 
the young immigrant’s pocket when 
he arrived in New York, but that did 
not disturb him. He had the names of 
friends. He would soon get to work. 

His confidence was well founded, 
since within a few years he was 
counted among the ranking scientists 
of the country, his discoveries bring¬ 
ing in handsome royalties. 

It is interesting to note the descrip¬ 
tion of Tesla at this time by his biog¬ 
rapher, J. J. O’Neill in the book, 
“Prodigal Genius”: “Tesla was a 
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sjurLicuidr. ii c ure in New .rk in 
*1891. A tali, dark, hands*. , well- 
built individual with a flare for wear¬ 
ing clothes that gave him an air of 
magnificence, who spoke perfect Eng¬ 
lish but carried an atmosphere of 
European culture. He was an out¬ 
standing personality to all who be¬ 
held him.” One of his colleagues 
described him as “immaculately 
groomed, and of delightful courtesy 
and charm.” 

A review of Tesla’s work is noth¬ 
ing short of amazing. To quote from 
J. J. O’Neill’s book: 

“It was Tesla’s invention of the polyphase 
alternating current system that was directly 
responsible for harnessing Niagara Falls 
and opening the modem electric super¬ 
power era in which electricity is transported 
for hundreds of miles to operate the tens 
of thousands of mass production factories 
of our industrial system. 

“Every one of the tall, Martian trans¬ 
mission lines that stalks across the earth and 
whose wires carry electricity to distant cit¬ 
ies is a monument to Tesla, every dynamo 
and every motor that drives every machine 
in the country is a monument to him. 

“He discovered the secret of transmitting 
electric power to the utmost ends of the 
earth without wires and demonstrated his 
system by which power could be drawn 
from the earth anywhere by making a con¬ 
nection to the ground; he set the entire 
earth in electrical vibration with a genera¬ 
tor which sprouted lightning that rivaled 
the fiery artillery of the heavens. It was a 
minor portion of this discovery that he cre¬ 
ated the modern radio system. He planned 
our broadcasting methods of today 40 
years ago when others saw in the wireless 
only the dot and dash message that might 
save ships in distress. 

“Tesla was an inventor hut he was much 
more than a producer of devices. He was 
a discoverer of new principles opening 
many new empires of knowledge which 
even today have been only partly explored. 
In a single burst of invention be created 
the world of power of today. 

“He brought into being our electric power 
era, the rock bottom foundation on which 
the industrial system of the entire world is 
builded. He gare us our mass production 
aystem for without his motors and currents 
it could not exist. 

“He gave us every essential of current 
radio. He invented radar 40 years before 
its use in World War II. He gave us our 
modern neon and other forms of gaseous 
tube lighting. He gave us fluorescent light¬ 
ing. He gave us the high frequency cur- 
‘ ' rents which are performing their electronic 
. wonders throughout the industrial and med¬ 
ical world. He gave us remote control by 
wireless." 

Always proud of his national ori¬ 
gin, Tesla spoke as follows during his 
visit to Belgrade in 1892 in answer to 
a speech of welcome by the city’s 
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mayor: ’ I here is something in (J|| 
which is only perhaps illusory . . . 
1 ut if I were to be sufficiently for¬ 
tunate to bring about at least some 
of my ideas it would be for the bene¬ 
fit of all humanity. If these hopes 
become one day a reality, my greatest 
joy would spring from the fact that 
this work would be the work of a 
Serb.” 

Tesla dedicated his life to peace, 
to lightening the burden of toil from 
the shoulders of his fellow man. As 
every scientist who so interprets his 
function in society, he was stricken 
when he saw the coming of World 
War II and his inventions being pre¬ 
pared for destructive purposes. He 
sought desperately to prevent the war 
and made available a device which he 
offered to the world, maintaining that 
it would make any country, no mat¬ 
ter how small, safe within its bound¬ 
aries. His offer was rejected. 

But once the war was an accom¬ 
plished fact, and when the people’s 
armies rose in defense of their na¬ 
tions in what appeared to be an un* 
eoual fight, he did all he could to 
rally his countrymen to work to the 
limit in the war effort. 

Shortly before his death he wrote 
as follows to his nephew, \1. Sava 
Kosanovic, now Yugoslav Ambassa¬ 
dor to the U. S.: 

“President Roosevelt and Donald 
Nelson , Director oj our War Produc - 
lion have repeatedly urged the Amer¬ 
ican people , workers and employers , 
to meet as fully as possible the goals 
established for the production of war 
materials. . . . For that reason , my 
dear brothers and sisters , as the old¬ 
est Serb , Yugoslav and American in 
the U. 5., I am addressing this letter 
to you , asking you to answer the call 
of President Roosevelt. 

“The achievements of our brothers 
in the old country are worthy of the 
spirit which permeates our folklore 
... the fate of the Serbs , Croats and 
Slovenes is inseparable .” 

Tesla was not satisfied with his 
achievements in releasing the earth’s 
energies 60 that men could work with 
less backbreaking effort and live more 
comfortably. The man who could 


draw up a dcsi.n for a perfect motor 
was also concerned with drawing up 
a plan for a better world. When 
Tesla read the address of the then 
Vice-President, Henry A. Wallace, on 
The Future of the Common Man, he 
was fired with enthusiasm. The Yugo¬ 
slav edition of the speech included 
a preface by Nikola Tesla written in 
October, 1942: 

“Out of this war, the greatest since the 
beginning of history, a new world must be 
horn, a world that would justify the sacri¬ 
fices offered by humanity. This new world 
must be a world in which there shall be no 
exploitation of the weak by the strong, of 
the good by the evil; where there will be 
no humiliation of the poor by the violence 
of the rich; where the products of intellect, 
science and art will serve society for the 
betterment and beautification of life, and not 
individuals for the amassing of wealth. This 
new world shall not be a world of the down¬ 
trodden and humiliated, but of free men 
and free nations, equal in dignity and re¬ 
spect for man . . ." 

This man, whose work was so ad¬ 
vanced of his time that much of it 
still remains unexplored could have 
i.massed millions, but he was so little 
interested in personal gain that to 
save his friend, Mr. Westinghouse, 
from bankruptcy he tore up a con¬ 
tract which would have brought him 
S12 millions in royalties. Pressed for 
funds during the latter part of his 
life, many of his inventions are lost 
to the world. 

But though he was often short of 
money he would walk over to Herald 
Square and feed the pigeons. It was 
almost a sacred trust, feeding the 
pi c eons twice a day. They had been 
his personal responsibility through 
the years, and if he could not be 
there to do the feeding, a Western 
Union messenger boy would be hired 
to do the job in his stead. Often he 
would forget an important ensage- 
mrnt so that he might keep his “date” 
on Herald Square. The pigeons were 
a way to relaxation, a note of warmth 
in an otherwise rigidly disciplined 
life. He had few friends and never 
married, since he felt a scientist must 
keep himself free of personal rela¬ 
tionships that would be unduly de¬ 
manding. 

Restless and ea^er to unravel every 
possible unknown to the very end of 
(Continued on page 49 ) 



-w GEO M1LEV 

describes only from the standpo* of 
his art. , . . In his attitude tc .d 
various events in the life around him, 
which impress him strongly, he docs 
not take sides. He does not praise one 
and hurt the other; he merely de¬ 
scribes everything he sees, describes 
it with the delicate, sweet colors of 
• poetry.” 

Geo was fined 20.000 leva and 
sentenced to one year in prison. He 
could not believe that the court could 
make such a decision. With joking 
reference to the dullness of “their 
Honors,” he left the courtroom be¬ 
lieving that the decision would never 
be carried out. 

He was right Unable to enforce 
their decision legally, the government 
resorted to illegal means. 

Next day. May 15, 1925, Geo was 
kidnapped from his home and killed 
by underlings of Prime Minister 
Alexander Tzankoff. 

The cultural world of Europe pro¬ 
tested Geo’s death. Henri Barbusse, of 
France, visited Bulgaria to investigate 
the case. In his book “The Murder¬ 
ers” he made reference to the circum¬ 
stances of Geo’s death. Max Rein¬ 
hardt protested and “regretted the 
loss of a very gifted theater director.” 
Oskar Kokoshka, in Vienna, recog¬ 
nized the loss of “a precious critic 
and learned connoisseur of modem 
art” 

Many Bulgarian writers were si¬ 
lent. Fearing for their lives, they did 
not dare to speak a word for Geo 
Milev or express regret for his death. 
The more courageous of them stated 
that “talent such as Geo’s is bom 
only once in a hundred years,” that 
“He was the most cultured Bulgar¬ 
ian,” “The most honest and courage¬ 
ous.” 

T he youth and the common people 
deeply mourned for Geo. They 

f £vjcnew they had loat a sincere friend 
r/jmd inspirer. Unable to use the Bul¬ 
garian printing presses, they copied 
v illi poem by hand and learned it by 
heart Bulgarian students abroad 
printed it in Paris, and in Belgrade. 
In Prague it was translated into 


TESLA 

(Continued from page 4 I 

his life, he read a paper on the occa¬ 
sion of his 80th birthday on the per¬ 
fection of a tube for atom smashing. 
As if that were not enough, he also 
presented a system of interplanetary 
communication. 

Thus the fragmentary story of the 
life and work of a Yugoslav immi¬ 
grant who, like so many tens of thou¬ 
sands of his fellow countrymen, left 
their homeland rather than live as 
subjects within the Austro-Hungarian 
empire. 

He made a unique contribution to 
his adopted land, so ideally suited to 
the full scope of his genius, “the like 
of which in all history could prob¬ 
ably be counted on the fingers of one 
hand.” 

It is to be hoped that just as he 
brought electrification to the U. S. 
in the short span of ten years, his 
adopted country might assist in the 
full electrification of the Balkans, 
reversing its present policy toward 
New Yugoslavia. 


Czech and in Russia into Russian. 

A few courageous young people in 
Bulgaria printed pamphlets about 
Geo. They were promptly tortured 
and imprisoned. 

We, his family, searched for him 
for months, but we never learned 
exactly where and how he was killed. 

There were rumors that he had 
been shot in the mountains, that he 
had been burned in the furnace of 
“Public Safety.” These measures 
were used by Bulgarian Fascists long 
before the world knew of Hitler. Both 
stories, how’ever, avowed that his 
spirit was not crushed. 

Geo’s voice was silenced forever. 
The murderers triumphed, but they 
forgot that he who speaks for the 
freedom of a tormented and deprived 
people does not die. In today’s New 
Bulgaria, Geo Milev is honored as 
one of her most cherished sons. Geo’s 
poems are celebrated especially by 
the youth of today, the heirs of the 
September Revolution of 1944, which 
fulfilled his prediction of a decade 
before that “September will be May.” 


|f THE AMERICAN SLAV 
COMMITTEE 

of Canton, Ohio 

welcomes the new magazine 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

and projects best wishes for its suc¬ 
cess. This organ, we know, will be a 
great contribution to the enlighten¬ 
ment of the homes of American Slavs. 


Greetings to the Second Issue 
of 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

and 

Best Wishes for Continued Success 
in the Coming Year 

ALL SLAVIC COUNCIL OF 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

739 Page Street, San Francisco, Calif. 


GREETINGS FROM 
JIM BALANOFF 

Greetings from Lodge 3052 
American-Russian Fraternal Society. IWO 
1010 East Foss Avenue Flint. Mich. 


Greetings from 
CLUB 'TUGO-FORWARD" 
Detroit. Mich. 


THE STANLEY THEATRE 

Presents 

The Best Films from the U.S.S.R. 
NOW! “THE GREAT GLINKA" 

7th Ave. A 42nd St. New York City 


Best Wishes for Success to 
THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 
American Russian Fraternal Society 
Lodge 3069 

120 Glenmore Ave. Brooklyn. N. Y. 


Efficient Service Since 1919 
LEON BENOFF 
General Insurance Broker 
391 East 149th St.. New York 
MEIrosa 5-0984 

Insurance is cheaper to have than to need 
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The American Way of Life 


“Why Go to War to Keep 

Others From Having Their 

% 

Way of Life, ’’asks Adamic 


by I.OI IS ADAMIC 

T IIL opening lines of the I’rogiv?* 
six f Part)*.* platform read: 
“Three years after the end ol 
the Second World War the drums 
are heating for a third. Civil liberties 
are liciug destroyed. Millions cry out 
for relief from unbearably high prices. 
The American Way of Life is in dan¬ 
ger.** 

The American Wav of Life ha? 
been the issue in anv American elec¬ 
tion ever since 1776. Kvery voter who 
goes to the polls, votes—intelligent!) 
or mistaken!): independent!) or un¬ 
der the spell of inveterate partisan¬ 
ship—for one or another concept of 
the American W r ay of Life. 

Of course, various people, living 
in various circumstances, have vari¬ 
ous ideas of what constitutes the 
American W'ay of Life. I propose 
to state inv ideas of it: also I shall 
presume to fit those ideas within the 
frame of the new Progressive Partv 
which mu>! continue t<> grow from it* 
hejritmjugs in 19U'». 

As 1 see the American Wav of Life, 
its principles were born of the Ameri¬ 
can Revolution. They were won in 
struggle; nothing as * fundamental 
and deep-reaching conies easy. They 
are stated in the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence and the Constitution of 
the United States. Our job now is 
to perceive what policies and meas¬ 
ures will safeguard the Way against 
decav and corruption, and will fur¬ 
ther its growth and evolution to 
meet successfully the problem of 
changing times and new conditions. 
The principles of 1776 are as valid 
as ever, but life is different today 
from what it was then. Fortunate!) 
growth and change are of the very es¬ 
sence of the American Way. 

The first principle of the American 
Way of Life is the right to life itself: 
and this must be safeguarded against 
war on the one hand, and on the 
other against poverty, which in recent 
decades has taken a far heavier toll 
than any war in which this nation 
has ever so far been involved— 
though the “next war.** if wc permit 
it to be drummed up. will reverse the 
story. 


The second principle of the Ameri¬ 
can Way is liberty . . . it ha> al¬ 
ways been our slogan ami our pride. 
Hut we have long Ih*cii cautioned 
that its price is eternal v igilance, and 
wc know how to recognize those who 
have designs on it. 

The third principle of our Wax 
is abundance. When migrants from 
Europe first began to settle here, this 
was a land rich in the gifts of nature: 
and for all that those gifts have been 
abused by ignorance and irresponsi¬ 
bility. and particularly by exploiter? 
and monopolists. Our resources are 
still great enough—if deforestation 
and erosion are checked in time, and 
if our mineral resources are propcrl) 
conserved—to afford abundance, the 
good life, to all the inhabitants of 

These States. 

And a fourth principle of the Amer¬ 
ican Way is opportunity. 

HTHE Progressive Party promises to 

safeguard the right to life by 
avoiding war—always the saddest 
failure of morality and now the po- 
tenial destroyer of human societv and 
the globe itself. 

Whether or not we can avoid 
World War III, I don’t know; but 1 
do know* this—that if we don't trv 
to avoid it, nothing else is worth try- 


ADAMIC 

Slovenian Amer¬ 
ican author and 
lecturer , a foremost 
authority on na¬ 
tional groups , he 
is a prolific tcriter . 
Among hit works 
are My Natire 
Land. Dinner at 
the White lloutr. 
Ttco-War Passage , 
Nation of Nations. 
My America. He 
also edits and pub¬ 
lishes a current affairs bulletin. Trends 
and Tides , issued from his home in 
Mit/ord t New Jersey. 


ing to do imwadavs. It is futile to 
wonder about the kind of curtains 
you'll hang up in your living-room 
. . . futile to write or read books, to 
go to lectures or to school . . . silly 
to worry about being called a Reel or 
a Communist, or whatever, or about 
being hauled up before the fantastic 
Un-American Activities Committee 
. . . futile to work at vour job, what¬ 
ever it may be ... silly to worry about 
keeping on the good side of whoever 
can take that job away from you. 

War or peace? I don’t know; but 
if we want any sort of future for this 
country, for the rest of the world, 
for ourselves and the Russians, for 
vou and me personally, then we’d 
better w«./k for peac* . . . stand up 
for peace . . . stand up with our new 
political vehicle, the Progressive Par¬ 
ty. 

The Progressive Party further pro¬ 
poses to safeguard the right to life 
by abolishing poverty. Cynics, pressti- 
tutes, and generally people without 
hope and vision say this can’t be 
done. They say Henry Wallace is a 
starry-eyed visionary. We say it can 
be done if we will jealously maintain 
freedom, bear in mind the limitless 
capabilities of Americans, and keep 
the grip of monopoly from arrogating 
the resources that should serve all. 
and if we will insist upon the appli¬ 
cation of the ever more marvelous 
discoveries and techniques of science 
for the common good. 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
safeguard liberty — not with more 
lip service, but by adhering fully to 
the Constitution, including the Biil of 
Rights and all subsequent amend¬ 
ments, in all their vitality and integ¬ 
rity, and by reviving and enhancing 
the programs and formulations of 
Roosevelt s New Deal. 'Hie Progres¬ 
sive Parly proposes to guard liberty 

(Continued on page 26 ) 
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A HALF HOUR OF MUSIC 

with 

TWO DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN ARTISTS 
OF SLAVIC DESCENT 

in a unique 

Album of Recordings 

Now on Sole 



ZLATKO IVAN 

BALOKOVIC PETROFF 

Violinist Baritone 

By BALOKOVIC 

HYMN TO THE SUN 
CROATIAN RHAPSODY 
FOR ONE MOMENT OF JOY 

By PETROFF 


RimikyKoriakofF 

Lhotka 

Croatian Folk Song 


The American Way 

(Continued from page 5» 

against tliat danger which most dis¬ 
turbed the Founding Fathers—the 
power of the military. And note how 
all these things are inter-related. Lib¬ 
erty is imperiled by poverty, by mo¬ 
nopoly,!))' war. Every measure which 
the new party proposes is a measure 
to safeguard liberh. 

)i\ abundance , the new party means 
that our rich land—and our skills, 
brought here by immigrants from the 
Old World in the last 300 years— 
shall produce all that is needed to 
make the good life available to every 
law-abiding and industrious man and 
woman here, and their children, re¬ 
gardless of color, race or religion; 
and that these fruits of enterprise and 
labor shall not be so ill-divided that 
a few are glutted with a surfeit of 
luxuries while many who toil and 
sweat must for reasons beyond their 
control still go “ill-fed, ill-clothed and 
ill-housed.” 

The pioneers who first possessed 
the Atlantic seaboard and later 
pressed westward through the forests 
and the prairies, could win abun¬ 
dance by strength and industry, by 
the wide swing of the axe. the true 
aim of the flintlock, and the firm 
hand on the plow. There was op¬ 
portunity galore. Almost any man 
could get land for the asking or lor 
a few dollars an acre, and become 

(Continued on page 29 • 


LEGEND . 

PEASANT'S LAMENT 
ARIA PRINCE IGOR 


Bulgarian Folk Song 
Bulgarian Folk Song 
Borodin 


By BOTH 
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SONGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME 
ELEGIE -- 


Dvorak 

Mananat 


Prize selections for your library long to be 
cherished and enjoyed 

FOUR RECORDS TO EACH ALBUM 
$4 the Album 

postage prepaid 

USE CONVENIENT ORDER BLANK ®- > 


AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS 
205 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

$4 for album of 4 records 

I enclose.for □ album(s) 


City & Zon# 


(Make checks and money orders 
payable to 

AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS 







The American Way 

an independent farmer. Any man 
could <i*l u|i a little store in a new 
community am! become a prosjiermis 
merchant a< I In* town grew. Almost 
any man could start a pa|R*r. estab- 
lis.'i a factory or mill, or open a mine, 
and liecome an industrialist. 

This i> no longer true. Millions of 
square miles liaxe been rendered use¬ 
less for human use and habitation h) 
irresponsible deforestation and by 
erosion. The number of family farms 
dwindles yearly: every day hundreds 
of inde|»endrnt merchants and small 
mining, milling ami manufacturing 
companies are forced out of business 
by the power of monopoly, centered 
in Wall Street. 

The relentless limitation of oppor¬ 
tunity. the shrinking of abundance 
for millions, the violences done to lib¬ 
erty in defiance of the Constitution 
and in contempt of the tradition that 
began in 1776, the further threat 
against freedom in the ominous form 
of military rule, the denial of life 
itself to unnumbered victims of pov¬ 
erty, and the grave threat to all our 
lives in the probability of a war 
waged with atom bomb.- and bacteria 
—these dexclopmeuts. conditions ami 
prospects now imperil the American 
Way of Life. 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
restore and safeguard and extend 
that W ay—the emphasis is on the 
word ‘’extend.” Nothing in nature 
stands still, and no more can human 
economic and social and political in¬ 
stitutions. Change is the key prin¬ 
ciple of the American Way—growth, 
adaptation, progress. Had it not been 
for that principle, the USA would 
not exist—we would not now be de¬ 
bating the decisions made in an 
election: we would still be colonial 
subjects, or we wouldn’t be here at 
all. 

If we remembered more vividlv 
what daring it took in 1776 to reject 
monarchy and form a republic, we 
would ha\e less hesitation in reject¬ 
ing the National Association of Man¬ 
ufacturers* notions of “free enter¬ 
prise.” arid adopting measures more 
in keeping with today’s facts of life. 
We would not hesitate to defy the 
greatest power on earth—that of nio- 
no|>oly corporations and cartels, 
whose agents have lately seized con¬ 
trol of the l_ .S. Government. 


I (.otili nnnf from / hi /,»«• 2(>* 

Under Henry Wallace’s leadership, 
tin* Progressive Party offers itself a< 
a medium through which those who 
love their country and are also in 
favor of their own rightful individual 
interests can express themselves po¬ 
litically ... in 1919 . . . 195(1 . . . 
in 1952. assuming that the “next war.” 
n mv being drummed up. won’t destroy 
us all before then. 

We know now that we have estab¬ 
lished a firm foundation for the new 
party under the leadership of Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor. Person¬ 
ally. I was not in tlii.- campaign only 
in reference to this year’s election 
or because I think, as I do think, 
that Henry Wallace is a great Ameri¬ 
can who should be in the W hitc House 
in this crucial period. In the main. 

I was in this campaign because, like 
Wallace and Taylor, like many other 
Americans. 1 became convinced that 
neither of the old parties is fit to deal 
with the profound crisis which is com-. 
ing to a climax in these middle years 
of the 20th century. 1 am in this 
movement because I want to dielp 
build a new people’s party that will 
be capable of coping with the crisis 
now converging upon us and th* rest 
of the world. 

T IKE many Americans. I am for- 
eign-born; and every once in a 
while I hear or read some remark to 
the effect that I have no right to be 
doing what I am doing—helping the 
growth of a new party which hopes 
to save the peace. Such remarks 
amuse me. It so happens that I have 
read rather extensively in American 
history, not as taught in most schools, 
but as it really hap|>ened; and I am' 
impressed by this fact—that in all 
crucial or climactic periods in the 
career of this country, the so-called 
foreigners played important roles. 

The Irish and German elements, for ' 
instance, were the big “foreign” 
groups around 1776. and it was they 
who became the backbone of General 
W ashington*s revolutionary army. 
Tin* Irish and German elements also 
furnished the mass support to Thomas 
Jefferson when he started a new party , 
150 years ago. Jefferson did not tri¬ 
umph immediately’ ins Wallace 
didn’t); his supporters stood it with 
him until he did fas I hope we will 

C Continued on [Hip- 30 * 


Greetings From 

MARY ANTONIC 
.BOZO BARANIC 
, MILO BARANIC 
JOHN BEZELJ 
PAUL BIAZEVICH 
KAY BEGOVICH 
FLORENCE FERKICH 
GEORGE GELSOVICH 
STEVE HROSTI ” 

FRANK KURSOC 
UUBICA LOVRICH 
ANTON PESUSICH 
ERICA PETRAS 
NICK PETRICH 
A. PUJATCKY 
LUCY LJUBENKO 


Lodge 3172, A.R.F.S., 
Sioux City, Iowa 

'PETER ZAKUTONSKY 
LOUIS KLYM 
MARY KLYM 
HELEN WONSOWIC 
PAUL ROMANOV 
/MARY ROMANO/ 

BRANCH No. lATLEMKO ASS’N, 

" GARY, IND. 

BRANCH No. 3295, IWO, v CAR- 
PATHO-RUSSIANS, GARY, IND. 
MILLIE KLYM 
MICHAEL KLYM 
ANNA SAMOZKA 
WALTER IVANZOWICZ 


A.S.C. of Newark, N. J . 

JOHN J. KASKEVICH, M.D. 

530 Summer Ave., Newark 

JOHN BENKO 
JOHN DOLINAJEC 
MICHAEL DROBAN 
.-STEVEN DZUROSKA 
STEPHEN HRUSKA 
TILLY JANOVITZ 
MICHAEL KOLARIK 
STEFAN LACKO 
JOSEPH MATEJKA 
MICHAEL MATEJKA 
JOSEPH MEDVECKY 
'IMRO RIBAR 
SHEPERO SHOE STORE 
MATEJ STROMKO 
STEFA TAL 
JOSEPH TURZA 
FRANK ZAVARTKAJ 
JOSEPH ZILINEK 
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Delegates join in singing the National Anthem. 


The American Way 

with Wallace). The same was true 
again in the period of Andrew Jack- 
son, when American democracy took 
another long step forward. WTien 
Lincoln came along and started a new 
party, his most steadfast backing 
came from the numerous new-immi¬ 
grant groups—Germans, Finns, Poles. 
Scandinavians and others. 

This was quite natural. As new¬ 
comers who came here seeking lib¬ 
erty, abundance and opportunity, 
they had a more acute sense of what 
America professed, and they took 
American principles more seriously 
than many of the old-line Americans 
who had begun to be matter-of-fact, 
if not smug, about the country. As 
newcomers, they were somewhat out¬ 
side the mainstream of American life. 
By going behind the cause of Wash¬ 
ington, Jefferson, Jackson and Lin¬ 
coln, they became part of the main¬ 
stream. They promoted themselves 
from second-class citizens to first- 
class. It was Americanization at its 
very best. It made history, it enriched 
the traditions, it integrated the new 
Americans into the country as a 
whole. 

And it is quite natural, and very 
fortunate, that many of us in the 
new-immigrant groups have joined 
with many old-line Negro Americans, 
with many white Americans of the 
earlier immigration waves, with Hen¬ 
ry Wallace, in this movement to form 
a new party and make it competent to 
deal with the complex problems loom¬ 
ing before us. Many of us Slavic 
Americans already in 1946 and early 
in 1947, sensed that Henry Wallace 
was right, and we became part of the 
growing impulse to form a new parts. 


(Continued from page 29 ) 

Regardless of what some of our oppo¬ 
nents have said, this fact is strictly 
and wonderfully in the American tra¬ 
dition. It is part of the Americaniza¬ 
tion process. It is according to the 
American Way. We are promoting 
ourselves from second-class to first- 
class citizenship. This is resented by 
some of the Americans of the older 
strains, the self-styled standard Amer¬ 
icans; but don’t let that worry you too 
much. They, too, are being American¬ 
ized or re-Americanized as you as- 
sunn vour full rights and duties of 
citizenship. Americanism has its 
standards, to be sure; very high 
standards; but it is not anything rigid 
or dead; it is alive, vital, open to 
change and enrichment. 

Slavic Americans are part of the 
whole immense American dynamic 
which is as yet little understood, and 
is full of promises and dangers. By 
coming here, we of the new immigra¬ 
tion greatly complicated the Ameri¬ 
can civilization as it was, say, 90 or 
100 years ago. Most Slavic immi¬ 
grants became workers in the great 
industries, and now their energy is 
integral with the American scene as 
a whole. Most immigrants in the last 
100 years or so worked hard, many 
of them too hard at too little pay, and 
helped to create a complex industrial 
machine which, lest it overwhelm us, 
now needs intelligent handling and 
control. It is our duty to take an ac¬ 
tive interest in finding an approach 
to the immense industrial, economic 
and social problems facing us: for. 
let me repeat, our coming here and 
our labors in the last several decades 
have helped to create these problems. 

Most of us who came over were 


ordinary people. But in the new im¬ 
migration waves were also some ex¬ 
traordinary human beings. There 
was, for instance, a man of genius, 
Nikola Tesla. His numerous inven¬ 
tions now are one of the most impor¬ 
tant factors in the immense American 
industrial scheme which throbs with 
the high promises that pulsated 
through Tesla’s brain, but which are 
also full of dangers. Personally, as 
one who happens to be proud of be¬ 
ing of the same background as was 
Tesla. I feel it is my special duty to 
help do what is necessary to insure 
that Tesla’s work, as well as the work 
of ordinary men and women, will 
go into the fulfillment of promises in 
our American Way of Life, rather 
than contribute to the catastrophe 
now threatening. 

I N 1942, Henry Wallace made his 
famous speech on “The Century 
of the Common Man.” Nikola Tesla, 
who was a very uncommon man, pub¬ 
licly endorsed that speech in glowing 
terms. And I think that I speak not 
only for myself, but also for Tesla, 
when l assert that the American Way 
of Life is not the way of incredibly 
greedv monopoly profits and prohibi¬ 
tive prices for the necessities of life. 
Look at this picture: Millions of men 
in their best years who fought and 
suffered, many of whom will carry 
greater or lesser disabilities to their 
graves—veterans to whom we said 
“Nothing is too good for you”—are 
unable to secure homes of minimum 
decency and convenience. Their fami¬ 
lies cannot be adequately fed with 
meal at 7l)tf to S1.2U a pound. What¬ 
ever wage increases they may secim* 
t Continued on pope 32* 


30 







comment* 
from our render* 


Dear Editor: 

Our small clul» of eight members, from a small 
mining community in Pennsylvania, until re¬ 
cently was known as the Rural Ridge Busy Knit¬ 
ters Club. We are now a chapter of the Con¬ 
gress of American Women. 

We have only fifteen dollars in our treasury 
and out of this we are sending you S10, be¬ 
cause of our desire to contribute to the work you 
are doing. 

May it help in some wav towards 77ie Slavic 
American's fight for freedom and democracy. 

AnnaSf ominac , Pres. 

Anne Kondrick, Sec'y. 

Julia Pukavina , Treas. 

Rural Ridge, Pa. 


Dear Editor: 

I send you post haste my renewal subscription 
for The Slavic American. 

In all sincerity—keep up the good work for 
you are doing an excellent job in the struggle 
against fascism. 

I never miss an issue. 

Rev. Eliot While 
New York , N. Y. 

Dear Editor: 

How about more profiles on Slavic American 
writers and scientists like Nikola Tesla? The 
field for this type of material is virtually endless. 

Anion Markulic 
Los Angeles. Calif. 

(See page 11—Ed.) 
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through their unions, increased living 
costs still stay one jump ahead of 
them. 

We of the Progressive Party say 
this is not the American Way of Life. 
And “we*’ includes great numbers of 
ex-GIs and young workers, old-stock 
Americans and immigrants: Ameri¬ 
cans of all breeds and backgrounds. 

If all Americans are employed at 
better than mere-existence wages or 
are engaged in business or profes¬ 
sional activities at a reasonable com¬ 
pensation; if all Americans are well 
clothed and fed: if all Americans 
are secure instead of uncertain and 
worried, as the majority are today, 
there will be no war. The Hearsts, 
Peglers, Forrestals and Bullitts won’t 
get to first base in trying to prop¬ 
agandize us into fear and hate of 
other countrie? which are emerging 
out of backwardness and. because of 
their different historic experiences, 
are attempting a different system for 
providing benefits and opportunities 
for their citizens. 


Wby go to war to keep others from 
having their way of life? Wc in the 
Wallace movement, in the Progressive 
Party, insist on peace in order to keep 
the American Way of Life. If our ap¬ 
proach prevails in time, there will be 
no war and Russia will be no danger 
to America, to the American Way of 
Life. The chief danger to this coun¬ 
try and to our institutions under the 
Constitution lies in our present high- 
level politicians and wire-pullers who 
have raised the cry of Communism 
and of the Russian menace as a 
smokescreen to neutralize any pos¬ 
sible militancy on the part of labor, 
to scare us in the new-immigrant 
groups, to frighten the Negroes, and 
to confuse the people generally so 
they won't be able to figure out who 
or what is responsible for high living 
costs. Henry Wallace clearly means 
what he says; so he and his active 
supporters were smeared, lest too 
many voters vote for him and in their 
own interest. 

The old-line politicians and wire¬ 


pullers ami their propagandists are 
not afraid of Communism, but of 
American democracy and of the 
American people; of the people get¬ 
ting wise to themselves and demand¬ 
ing a return to the American Way of 
Life—the Wav defined in the Decla¬ 
ration of Independence and the Con¬ 
stitution of the l nited States. 

That's what they are afraid of . . . 
that's what we Progressives stand (or 
. . . and that's what will prevail if you 
and I, all of us and all of our neigh¬ 
bors wherever we come from, do 
everything in our power to build the 
new party that has come into being 
around the personality and political 
philosophy of Henry Wallace. We, all 
of us, will have to do all we can in 
this post-election period to make of 
the Progressive Party a party capable 
of saving the country and helping to 
bring about a world in which the 
American Way of Life will include 
not warlike antagonism, but construc¬ 
tive interest in the ways of life in 
other countries. 


'I 


•■<3*1 - 


FEDERAL BUREAlfl# OF INVESTIGATION 


No 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CINCINNATI* OHIO 


HI ntx NO. 100-27583 MBJ 


b'lc 

°l<. 


mcrOKT MAO* AT 


NEK IDRK cm 


with aliases 


OAT* WHIN MAO* MCAIOO FOA 

hw? 5 Sg 

,es talC 


RO-OKT MAO* «Y 


UAHS»-J^JjqK05KIB 


cwuucmoruK 


SEcmrrr uitter - c. 


8| 

M PV. 

fc K . 


Eel 


synopsis or facts: W^Bur^u latter dated January 21, 1943, reflects thaV gE; 

/ SIVA KCSANOVICH-Isnffif^WGdBBftuilit an<T supposedly Eg; 

helps financeevery Sertjag newspaper la the U. S»- 
_ except "SRBOBRAN", pofiliehed'ia Mitaburghj and y __ 
active among the Serbians inJI*. 50 »as Tugoslar f S£ 
Minister of State and a^ter coming to the U» S. j 
:v^ v was threatened with „. 

^ * 'f eaplStaWifr U. Se DKPTv 

•'.* V ^ //A. . formerprofessor in Yugoslavia and x^Pl^^^^writirij 

.• 4 v *‘V.v p/ A articles for a Cleveland Slovene newspaper and also \ 
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Bureau File #100-118061 , •' ' 

Report of Special Agent KHXIAtf H. JAHN, JR.,.dated 
July 17, 1943 ft Cincinnati, Ohio* 

At Mew York, 31. T. '•;£ <, /\7. ' V '£X- 
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reference report that indices of the New Tork'Office be checked a gain st the 
naaes of the persons discovered %o : be^odrrtt&ndixig~idth:the-*vtofaGt in : 
Cincinnati# 


SAVAAKDSANOVICH first came to the attention of the 
Bureau in January* 1943# arter the death of NIKOLA TESLA* one of the world^s 
outstanding scientists in the electrical field# During his lifetime* TESLA' 
conducted many experiments in connection with the wireless transmission of 
electrical power and just prior tohis death* was interested in what is 
commonly called the "death-ray"- "V. / r [\\ . •; /' N, 


commonxy caju.ea ; \* 

The notes and records of TESLAS experiments and formulae, 
together with designs of machinery necessary for their operation-were re¬ 
ported to be among TESLA f s personal effects* after his death# 

It was reported that K0SAN07ICH claimed to be a nephew 
of TESLA* and he attempted to secure possession of TESLA r s personal effects* 
and hired a private locksmith to gain access to TESLA f s possessions# The 
Bureau was interested because of the supposedly vital importance of TESLA f s 
inventions and the desire to keep then out of enemy hands** as one informant 
naintains that KDSANOVICH was pro-Axis in his sympathies# The matter was later 
handled as an alien eneay, custodial detention matter and no further in¬ 
vestigation conducted by this office: r : V*- ;• : ^.> T 

r • . V : . y : 

The Bureau advised by letter of January 21* 1943# that 
its files revealed confidential information concerning NIKOLA TESLA and his 
inventions and advised that one NICQLAmSLA* who might be identical with 
NIKOLA TESLA* made a speech in Springfield* Massachusetts on July 4# 1922 
under the auspices of the Friends of Soviet Russia# 

’ '• was further advised that one SAVA KDSANOVICH# dear r ; ;: ^ 

cribed’ aT^tri^Minister of Supply* arrived with other' Yugoslavian Government * . 
Officials at Norfolk* Virginia on September 4# 19417] (fn another instance# P^r 
the name ofJJSAVA Ny'.KDSANpviCH appeare^pa^the stationery of thejCENJRAL & / 6 
EASTERN EUROPEAN PLANNBW BOARD (Cs echo Slovakia, Greece# PolaM#^Tugqslavia)# . 

• Vthia letterhead, KDSANOVIck was described as and . * ;?<? 

Xnister of State far Yugoslavia# Itjra$ stated tnat thisWfei%as inter¬ 
red in planning for post-war 'Jurope#] jLi still another Bureau file* 
w* disclosed that SAVA KDSANOVICH, ^serbian^was a member of one of the 
Yugoslavian minority parties and when an emergency government to overthrow 
an illiance with the Axis was f o r m e d* he was included as an official^^,^ 
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Westbrook Pegler called yesterday and said he would 
be in town for~UCe next iwo or three days and wanted to see tie* 
I told him I would be glad to see him late yesterday or today 
at his convenience. He is coming in today at 2:30_p **u 



I asked him if there was anything special which would 
require my doing any checking • He stated there were two things he 
wanted to discuss. *. *. 

--- j (§> 

1. The case of NiLolcij^esla and Abraham iff* Spanel, 

President of International Latex Corporation, that he ~PegIer&ggtve 
•/some information to Rogers of the Senate Investigating VVfimit^be 
three or four years ago and Rogers brushed it off statA&gr*£he *, 
witness Pegler wanted to present was unreliable* 



Our files reflect that Nicola Tesla was one of the 
world 1 s outstanding scientists and in fact designed the generators 
installed at Niagara Falls. He died in New York on January 7, 

1943, and is supposed to have left details and plans for a so- 
called death ray . C&paftql and Henr'fr^Wallace, according to Pegler^ 
tried to get hold of i t. 

Our files alsoyref^ect that Colonel Erskine of 
Military Intelligence palled u^on January 9, 1943, advising that 
Tesla had died, that A. Span el nhd communicated with the War Depart - 
ment regarding this death, that Tesla had a nephew named Sava 
jLzosanovich who had taken possession of Tesla's papers and Spanel 
' zftdiight the papers might be used against our Government. 

We made an immediate inquiry in New York . and the first 
report was that Kosanovich and others entered Tesla's room with the 
aid of a locksmith, broke into a safe containing some of Tesla's 
valuable papers including formula • 

xy 

Coincident with this, on January 6, L • M. C • Smith called 
Mr. Tamm regarding the death of Tesla and Smith staired he was 
talking to the Alien Property Custodian about seising these items • 'V 

We interviewed Spanel who expressed concern over Tesla's (j 
effects and Spanel stated that Kosanovich had turned over the 
effects of Tesla to the Alien Property Custodian* Spanel further 
stated the day before Tesla died, he tried \o get in touch^ 
the War Department to make available certayjp^pq^e^if^Q' 


i> 419-V rftjX 


“COPIES DESTROYED^’ 
R94 Jill 1 


1 V'v, 



further 


RECORDED -1 
tX . 8 INDEXED -18 





% 


It turned out that Kosanovich at this time was 
secretary of state to the Yugoslav Government in exile in Neuyjfc 
York. He later became Ambassador and returned to Yugoslavia 'Inst 
year. We investigated him on various occasions as a possible 
espionage agent. However, there were no overt acts ever developed? 

% 

In 1945, we talked to a Private Bloyce Fitzgerald, 
who stated he had been associated with Tesla, and that the Army 
believed that Tesla 9 s "death ray n is the only defense against 
atom bombs. 


It was very clear we had no responsibility for Tesla 
effects, that the Alien Property Custodian seized them and we 
learned later that Naval authorities made microfilms of all his 
papers. 



Kosanovich communicated with the Bureau on March 29, 

1950, and under date of April 3, 1950, in response to his request 
for the microfilms of the papers of Tesla, who was a relative of 
Kosanovich, we advised Kosanovich that this Bureau had never been 
in possession of Tesla's papers . 

I see in the file there are conflicting reports on 
Kosanovich: some people say hp is a Communist} others say he is 
not a Communist but is a Tito opportunist. On one occasion, on 
Decemb^r*^, 1946, we observed Nathan Gregory^Htibetinaster and 

a meeting with Kosanovich in Neb York City. 

SenatoT^UcCarth^furnished the Bureau five communications 
receiveA from pertained primarily to 

Abra hairSpanel. ^rni^^maiMau^^nentioned the FBI at length in 
these ‘communications, pointing out that Ur. Foxworth had been 
called in on the Tesla case but was killed shortly thereafter • He 
further stated that he was associated with Fitzgerald and as such 
came in touch with Tesla. He stated the FBI investigated this 
matter but their hands were tied, that there was nothing the FBI 
could do as they had been stopped from a higher level, that 
Harvei^Rath.the FBI Agent he dealt with, resigned and requested 
flHHHHjHBneuer to discuss the matter with him again, that 

and family to consider and that the last hope was 
Congress. These communications were furnished to the Department 
on September 19, 1950. 

-The checks we have made on Spanel reflect allegations 
he is pro-Soviet and others that he is a patriotic Ame rican. 
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It is significant that Spanel filed suit against King 
Features in 1945 for %6,000,000, alleging libel on the par^of^- 
Pegler. 


We did have an Agent, Harvey Em Rath, who entered on 
duty February 16, 1942, resigned April 5, 1946m At the tiwu 

s aoina into -the toy business 

{Avenue, and his re^aeaGjai 

was VHmmp Street, hast urange,Hev Jerseym The file 
doe^n^^lnMcc^tethat we have ever interviewed Rath on the basis 

ofm^^^^/KK/fallegati 



I think we should see what specifics pegler wants. J 
think we can tell him, on the Tesla papers that when they were 
reported to us, the Department stated that the Alien Property 
Custodian was going to seize the papers and that we learned Spanel 
had called the War Department about the papers falling into the 
wrong hands. I think the less we can give Pegler the better as 
the libel suit might still be pending. Again, he may be looking 
*or information to jrdblici 2 e Spanel and International Latex. 

|e^ier stated 'that he wanted to find out something 
who was ordered deported. H^r^^red to the 
finished to me last Fall aboutWKK/t^being in 
We made a check on that and foundWK^^^Mftad some oil 

\ 

I will limit anything I furnish him public 

\gterial and will go^cnly as far as 'needed t^proxect the 
rest. . 
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Nr. Lyon of the State Department informed Ur. Roach that he V \ 

obtained a note from Colonel Grombach, Special Intelligence, War Departments r®‘ "i 
concerning the above mentioned’individual. Nr. Iyod was of the opinion —? y 

that the information supplied by Colonel Grombach mfy be of interest to / pS m 


The information as obtained from OolonelJjraiibachby Ur. Lyon fin 

is quoted as follows j /\ ** ' 
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It is suggested this memorandum be referred to the Internal Security 
Section for its information. 
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|aid he 

him 1 n both 


at that time. KOSAJUViC was Yugoslav Ambassador to the United States 
fraa 1 ?U 6 to 1950 , and subject saw* him upon occasion despite the fact he 
has had representatives of that govern 

ment He said KOSANOVTC was not a great 
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administrator, but he has considerable respect for him in many ways. He 
believes that KOSANOVIC emphasized to the Yugoslav government that he 
(KOSANOVIC), would be especially effective as Ambassador because he was 
a nephew of TESLA (mentioned above) and a friend of Mayor L A GUARDI A. 
and other influential persons in this country. According 
KOSANOVIC is believed to be in disfavor in Yugoslavia now 
article he wrote in defense of the Yugoslav-Nazi Pact some years previous 
He has been under attack by theoretic^n^f the Communist Party in 
Yugoslavia for this article. InHHMHfopinion, KOSANOVIC is not a 
Communist, and he believes that KoHWuvi^^ against Marxism. 
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aid ne may have me 
but he can recall no other occasion 
as on a higher political level 


si govermen 
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estimated it to be in the fall or winter of 19u2 when he 
first met ADAMIC. In the spring of 19li3, a rally was to be held in the 
Slovene Hall on St. Clair Avenue, in Cleveland, Ohio, in an effort to 
obtain funds far Yugoslav relief, and ADAMIC at that time requested the 
subject^^pgttcipate^H^sai^ie thereafter saw him four or five time 
beforeof course It was APAHTO■ 
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n New xoric a couple of times, and 
in Washington, D. C. In the opinion o 
artist and "free spirit , n and also too g 
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■■^■HNxplained that despite the fact that 
BENTLEY furnished inacc urate, info rm ation concer ning him. it 
is possible that either]^^^H|HorVHHH|HV (if they 
were agents, as she clait^S^may to attri¬ 

bute some of the ^^form^H on they were furnishing to her as 
having come fromjmjjm^p He added that it wa^^^^^rally 


known by his acqua^itance^i 
also, that he wasVHHHHHj 

recalled, prior, to wM: ''»•**> * 1 


.oved with. 


and, 


» wa^^^W^^t dinner of 
I During the time prior 
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and 

lereafter 


flHPm^fsaid the fact that he was employed at 
should indicate that ELIZABETH T. BENTLEY is incorrect 
whe^ei^accuses him of furnishing information from the files 
because the Russian^iacMjiqhly-placed officials 
InWKKm so any information ■■■■could furnish concerning 
that Agency would have been value compared to what 

the Russians who were more highly placed would have been able 
to furnish. 
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made contact in New York City with representatives of the ^ 
Royalist government who came as ministers for the Government 
in exile. BHIHU^dmitted at this time he was interested 
in Yugosla^n^ter^ Yugoslav progress in engineering, and 
their advances in equipment. He said he was also desirous 
of making the acquaintance of NIKOLAt^ESCa, who was an out¬ 
standing Yugoslav scientist arid"one ofThe founders of 
Y/estinghouse. He said he first learned of the London group 
(Yugoslav government in exile) in the newspapers and, when 
visiting in New York City, he visited them in the office which 
was on Park Avenue, as he recalled. By this means he first 
became acquainted with SAVAli«637(N0V IC r KOSANOVIC eventually 
became an important official with the^Tito government (being 
Yugoslav Ambassador to the United States), and Jibe applicant 
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KOSANOVIC a couple of times in 
matters of Yugoslav relief which" 
ADAMIC, and the lasi_time he saw 
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her^T^oi^were staying at that t im^^KOSANUV 
v Ambassador to the United States from 1946 to 1950, 
and applicant saw him upon occasion despite the fact he has had 
little con'^^^^^tt^^^y^^^^^^^^^^sentatives of that govern- 

not a greaff^considerable respect for _ 
him in many ways. He believes that KOSANOVIC emphasized ‘to the 
Yugoslav government that he (KOSANOVIC), would be especially 
effective as Ambassador because he was a newphew of TESLA 
(mentioned above) and a friend of Mayor LA GUARD lA^^^^^^^r 
influential persons in this country. According 
KOSANOVIC is believed to be in disfavor in YugoslavT^ioCToecause 
of an article he wrote in defense of tha Yugoslav-Mazi Pact so'me 
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June n, 1957 

Dear Friends: 


JM£«fi£l§&§S lous 

INTERPLANETARY SESSION 


NEWSLETTER 


NEWSLETTER. 


We have not issued a Newsletter since May 1, 1956 because we had no 
Space news which we could consider authentic. However, now we have some 
good newB to pass along to you. 


LECTURE - by George Van Tassel and Dan Fry, in Ballroom of Hotel 
Diplomat, 110 West 43rd Street, New York City, 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 20, 1957• Donation $1*25* 


George Van Tassel operates the Giant Rock (California) Spaceport and 
Airport and has been host at four annual Spacecraft Conventions. He is 
the author of two books: I Rode A Flying Saucer, and into This World and 
Out Again. He is also the publisher of Proceedings magazine, usually 
issued monthly. Back Issues, of Proceedings have been reprinted in one 
volume. Address George Van Tassel, P« 0. Box 419. Yucca Valley, 

California. 

Dan Fry is the author of The White Sands Incident. In this book he tells 
the story of a trip which he made in a flying saucer from a desert spot 
on the White Sands Proving Ground in New Mexico to New York City and 
return, in 32 miputes. 

Dan Fry and another gentleman are now enroute to New York by automobile. 
George Van Tassel and Art Aho will arrive in Mr. Aho's plane. They all 
.plan to be in New York City at Hotel Diplomat on June 17 • They will 
probably be heard next week on Long John's program on Radio Station WOR, 
•from 12 midnight to 5:30 in the morning, nightly except Sunday. 

This letter will not reach you in time to sight flying saucers over New 
York on the night of June 13, from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. But there will 
again be full scale operations of flying saucers over all American areas 
oh July 1. This will be in three phases, as follows: New York areaB, 
July 1, 9 a.m.j Washington, D.C.jareas at ^:25 a.m.; general North 
American areas, after 9:25 Aim.;f Gentrai American areaB, 9:30 a.m.; 

South American areas, 9:35 '‘ Second’ phase : Same areas as above, 
beginning at 12 o'clock mid-day, July. 1. Third phase : Full scale 
operations over all American areas-be'ginnifrg at 7 o'clock on the evening 
of July 1. The above information haq/pedn supplied by George King, 
editor of Cosmic Voice, 88,'£}ie' l Drive; t Mansions, Fulham Road, London S»W« 

6. Also, please note thatjy$orge King has also published back issues of 
Cosmic Voice in one volumeyjjjrice‘$1.00 plus postage. This is beyond 
doubt the finest "buy" of saucer messages that we know of. George King 
is considered the best telepathic contact which the space people have, 
although George Van Tassel'is the finest we have in America. 


Margaret Storm has been assigned to certain work with the Space People, 
as follows: She is writing a book - Return of the Dove - a story of the 
life of Nikola Tesla, scientist, and the part his inventions will play 
in the New Age. Much of the data for this book has been supplied to Mrs. 
Storm through transcripts received on the Tesla set, a radio-type 
machine invented by Tesla in'1938 for Interplanetary Communication. 

Tesla died in 1943 and his engineers did not build the Tesla set until 
after his death. It was placed in operation in 1950 and since that time 1 
■ the Tesla engineers have been in close touch with Bpace ships. The Space 
People have visited the Tesla engineers many times, ~~and have told ub that 
Tesla was a Venusian, brought to this plane t aB .a baby, in 1556 , and lef t 
witn nr. and Mrs. 'Tesla in a remote ~m 6un t~ain prov in ce, fn^what^ifTnow~~" lI 
YogoslavIaT * 





r- 


ij A biography of Tesla was published in 1944. It can prcir.'wi v ■ * 
l from your local library or bookstore. It is entitled Prod;*--. .. > 

* John J. O'Neill, then science editor of the New York Herald 1-*;. -no • 

Mr. O'Neill has since died. This book gives no information at- 
Tesla's connection with the Space People, a fact which was not revealed 
until 1950. The book also gives many wrong impressions of Tesla, 
because Hr. O'Neill's occult knowledge was limited. However, it is well 
worth reading because it- gives much technical Information about 
electrical engineering which Mrs. Storm will be obliged to omit in 
her book because she has such, an abundance of material to present* 


It had not been intended to mention Mrs. Storm's work at this time, but 
the public will be offered a "sneak preview" in a small mimeographed 
resume of the book, according to publication arrangements now being 
made. This development came about'unexpectedly because of the ex¬ 
tremely critical condition of world affairs, engendered by the con¬ 
tinuance of nuclear tests, and the fact that Mrs. Storm could not 
possibly have the finished book ready for the publishers before July 
30, even with the aid of a small miracle. This material is now being 
presented as a paper before certain California groups where the 
announcement of the Tesla news was received with tremendous enthusiasm. 
i 

Mrs. Storm will present the material to certain small groups in the New 
York area within the next few weeks, and probably Space Groups in other 
sections will also co-operate by offering it to their members. Our 
world situation is not hopeless by any means, although the Space People 
bluntly inform us that as a race we are too "lazy"; spiritually we must 
become more potent if we are to hold this planet together against the 
efforts of the dark forces to blow it to bits. 


So let us look for the good news. Look.for good news from England where 
the messages of George King have at last reached the scientists, the 
press, and the Queen. Look for good news from Calvin Girvin of 
California, who is one of the best space- contacts in this country* 

V ; v f l 

And look for more good nef)^..at' the Van Tassel-Dan Fry lecture on June 
20. We hope to see all oftfyou thebe. The ballroom seats about 1200, 
and we must put forward every, effoiff’jto- fcet behind these speakers and 
support them. H • • f/ y: 

Then on July 1 let us kee^!;our eye's on the skiesl The Space People are 
going to make every eff6r,fi£t£ gi-ve all of us a chance to see the ships. 
However., if the military’.useB Jets in large numbers to chase the Space 
Ships, we may not see them. As citizens you can urge the government to 
be more cordial to our visitors. 


Now for some unpleasant news. This-.has been transmitted from Mars 
Sector 8, through George King in Loridon. We have to begin paying off 
our karmic debts in the. form of disease, which cannot be abated unless 
we discontinue the nuclear experiments. However, to help all of us 
through the coming period of epidemics the Space People have placed 
four space stations in orbit around the earth. They will start magne¬ 
tizing the earth at midnight on July 21. Through meditation we can 
absorb these healing rays. The Martians have clearly indicated that 
they are just about "fed up" with our depravity on this planet; 
apparently aven Space People can become impatient! 

51 West 81 Street Sincerely, 

New York 24, N.7. 

TRafalge? 7-2000 

CoUml H 9 T£t, 


Margaret and John Storm 
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* ^ ^ v U%?i A res Unknown Subjects, / ......Mr. in** 

V ^ Equipment, E^erfments an^/ 

j l U\ Vs . Research of Nikola Tesla/^Deceased * Ch5cf civ* 

rlr *$***“-*• E::Sr”“ 

Vx/C. N. SPANEL, 1136 Fifth Avenue, New York City, in'a*.' “ 

^telephone conversation with the writer during the late evening of J anuar y' ; ^;”;;’, 
8, 19li3, stated that NIKOIA TESIA, who was one of the Worlds outstanding 
scientists particularly in the electrical field, and who had passed away 
on January 7th, 19U3, at the Hotel New Yorker where he maintained his 
residence, during his lifetime had conducted many experiments in connection 
with the wireless transmission of electrical power and what is commonly 
% called the "death ray 11 . Mr* SPANEL further stated that the notes and 
records of TESIA* s experiments and formulae, together ..with designs of the. 
machinery necessary to vitalize them, are among TE&LA* s personal effects 
and that no steps have been taken to preserve them or to keep them from 
falling into the hands of people unfriendly to the war effort of the Allied 
Nations* SPANEL continued by saying that a distant relative of TELSA, a 
person who was intensely disliked by Teisa and who came to the United States 
from Czechoslovakia within the past year, by the name of SAVA KOSANOVICH 
is .taking steps to get possession, of these important documents and plans*' 

Mr* SPANEL believes that there Is a strong likelihood of KOSANOVICH making 
this material available to the enemy in the event he is sucdessful. 

SPANEL advised that he is engaged in some kind of governmental 
work connected with the war effort whiefr eauses him to spend about five 
days of each week in the Nation* s capitol; and because of the connections 
he has made in this capacity he has seen fit to telephonically notify 
G-2 headquarters in Washington, D* C*, as well as Mr* BORKIN of the Department 
of Justice in Washington* SPANEL stated that Mr* BORKIN advised him that 
he, BORKIN, would immediately make the information available to the Director 
of the FBI and advised SPANEL to lose no time in taking steps to see to it 
that TEISA* s personal possessions were not disturbed,. 

A few minutes after this conversation Mr. SPANEL again tele¬ 
phonically contacted the writer and advised that he had been in telephone 
communication with Dr* D* LOZADO, one of the advisers to Vice Presiden t- 
WALLACE. After talking - with LOZADO he, LOZADO, called back t<Ls3MEL.aad , , 
told him that the government was vitally interested in the effects of p^S@, J # 
particularly those dealing with the wireless transmission of electrical 
energy and the "death ray" and for SPANEL to lose no time in doing all ,he, 1Q/ 
could to preserve then. ^ £ 

In the last conversation with the writer SPANEL i 

■ t'f'/yypdJ f Z— L 


-1943 
. C. 


^5 
















Foarrorth Memo - Nikol^Jsla - Page 2. 



a young man by the name of BLOICE FITZGEARLD, an electrical engineer, had 
been quite close to TELSA during his lifetime and in fact was the protegy 
of TEISA. SPANEL said that FITZGEARLD -was in New York City and would be 
in contact with him shortly, at which time he would have FITZGEARLD call the 
writer. 


At 10:30 p. m., l/8/lj3 Mr. FITZGEARLD telephoned the writer 
and stated that he had a great deal of information about TEISA and his 
personal effects and would like to call at the office and give the writer 
the benefit of his knowledge. 

At midnight, I/ 8 /I 4.3 FITZGEARLD came to the office and in a 
personal interview with the writer gave the following information: 

Nikola Tesla, a native of Serbia, came to the United States late in the 
nineteenth century, While here he became famous for his electrical 
innovations, inventions and advanced ideaik in the engineering field# Tesla 
was the designer of the generators in the Niagra Falls power plant, and 
in fact has his name inscribed on the generators in recognition of the 
fact# To substantuate this FITZGEARLD displayed a great number of old 
newspaper clippings and an album of letters written congratulating Telsa 
on his 7$th anniversary; the letters were from world renowned people, 
principally those in the scientific field. Telsa, by reason of his 
wizardy became a consultant to liarconi, Charles Edison, and many others# 
Telsa 1 s induction electrical motor was sold by him to Tfestinghouse for 
$2,500,000# 


FITZGEARLD stated that of late years he had become a confident 
of TEISA and knew that TELSA had and was carrying on extensive experiments 
for transmitting electrical power by wireless and with propelling electiical 
rays possessing sufficient power to destroy implements of warfare, such as 
airplanes and submarines# Within the past month TELSA told FITZGEARLD 
that his experiments in this connection had been completed and perfected# 
FITZGEARID also knows that TELSA has conceived and designed a revolutionary 
type of torpedo which is not presently in use by any of the nations; it is 
FITZGEARLD 1 s belief that this design has not been made available to any 
nation up to the present time# From statements made to FITZGEARLD by 
* TELSA he knows that the complete plans, specifications and explanation of 
the basic theories of these things are some place in the personal effects 
of TEISA. FITZGEARLD stated that he knows that there is a working model 
of TEISA 1, s which cost more than $19,000 to build in a safety deposit box 
of TEISA! s at the Governor Clinton Hotel; and from statements made by TELSA 
FITZGEARLD believes it has to do Ytith the so called "death ray" or the 
wireless transmission of electrical current# 

In past conversations TEISA has told FITZGEARLD that he has 
some 80 trunks in different places containing manuscripts and plans having 
to do with experiments conducted by him# FITZGEARLD knows that TELSA 
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has for several years stored some of his possessions in a warehouse some 
place in New York City. 


Of recent years TELSA became more or less destitute, and for 
the past three or four years the government of Czechoslovakia has been 
paying him a subsistance of $£00 per month, a part of which was used to 
pay the rental for the warehouse accomodations. 


TELSA residences in New York have been the Pennsylvannia Hotel, 
Governor Clinton Hotel, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel and the New Yorker where he 
led a secluded existence. So far as FITZGEARLD knows TELSA had no real / 
intimates, nor does he know of any/ attorney in whom he^confided. / / 

On January 7, 191*2/SAVA KOSANOVICH^EORGE CLARK, wto/is 
in charge of the Museum and Laboratory for RCA, and KENNETH SWEZEY%f 
163 Hilton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y, went to TELSA 1 s rooms in the New Yorker 
and with the assistance of a lock smith broke into a safe which TELSA had 
in his rooms and in which he kept some of his valuable papers, including 
important electrical formulae, designs, etc. These papers were taken from 
the safe. 


FITZGEARLD knows of but two relatives of TELSA, both nexphews. 
One is SAVA KOSANOVICH and the other is a man by the name of TRBJEVICH, who 
is presently in a hospital in Chicago, Illinois. The name of the hospital 
was unknown to FITZGEARLD. KOSANOVICH^ address is the Navarro Hotel, 

New York City. 

7/hen asked if FITZGEARLD was primarily interested in getting 
possession of TEISA*s papers, he stated that he was riot; what he wanted ifras 
for them to be made available to the government of ^he United States for 
use in the present war. Because, he stated, the so*called Death Ray would 
be a deadly weapon in the hands of any power, and the use of the wireless 
transmission of electrical power would make possible the most efficient 
airplanes conceivable. FITZGEARLD* s concern was aroused, he stated, over 
the presence of the two nephews in whom he has no confidence as to their 
loyalty and patriotism to the Allied Nations, .and also because of the pension 
TESLA received from Czechoslovakia he feels that that government may feel that 
it is entitled to any revolutionary ideas TELSA may have had and indited on 
paper. 

FITZGEARLD stated that until three months ago he was working 
with the government in a research capacity at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and that presently he is working as a designing engineer with 
the Ordinance Department of the U. S. Army, both in Washington, D. C. and 
New York City. FITZGEARLD promised to relay to this office any further 

information he is able to obtain; but insisted that something must be done 
immediately, because he feels that it may mean a great deal in the war 
effort of the United States. 
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IITZGEARLD indicated that it was his intention to contact 
KGSANOVICH on January 9th, 19h2, and suggest to him that he make 
available to representatives of the U, S, Government for inspection all 
of the personal and private papers and apparatus of TELSA. 

FITZGEARLD expressed particular concern oyer the model now 
in the safety deposit box at the Governor Cleveland Hotel, and insisted 
that steps be taken by the Government that not' only it, but the other 
technical papers and designs of TESLA, be safeguarded so that, they cannot 
be removed from the country or made available, to the use of other nations, 
V* 

FrrZGEARLD-.was advised that this matter would receive the 
appropriate attention of the New York Field Division, 


Respectfully submitted 


Fred B, Cornels, 
Special. Agent, 
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gj - ------ Open Casa 

/ /MU-M7 jsmiBjm rr^£S 

Nlchola Tesla HW, Detective Hickey - HYPD 

luoject's^Name and Aliases Q ' Name of Complainant 

/to'/itf’ i 14th Squad - West 30 St. NIC 

Room 3327, • ( IJjLfJ -Gclrocc of Ceaplai-iHt * ’• 

Sotel New Yorker, Nyc I/' Pennsylvania 6-2888 


Subjects Name and Aliases 


Room 3327, * 

Hot*! New Yorker, Nyc 


Address of Subject 
Miscellaneous 

Character of Case 


\ Telephone Number of Complainan 

Jv 0 | jMj1 /12:20 a.m. 1/8/43 (Phone ) 

Da^o and Time Complaint Received 
D.O.A. (Death un Arrival) call at Room 3327, Hotel 


^turnei^out to &e Nichola Tesla, noted scientist. It was revealed 
NYFD detectives are going through books and writings in the room, and FBI 


was invited to send agents over to join tne searen 11 suen action was desired. 
It seems Dr. Tesla, was a Czecho Slovakian. ,Nothing, it was stated, has been 


ound to indicate tne ur. was engaged in espionage or other subversive 
activity. 


A check of indicies revealed no case file on subject. 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
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Thi 3 afternoon Hr. 0*eONNOR, of the NEW YORK TIMES* v, : w2 <j 
called to invite my attention to the death notice of NIKOLA-TESLAy* 
celebrated inventor, which appeared in the New York Times of-e'i'-ther- f 
this morning or last night. This article gives in detail a'-piaS 0 "'-' f 
which TESLA was working on at the time of his death. f ( 

Mr. 'ft'rSonnor stated feat TESLA has a nephew, wh nZta l'L.: i 

his heir, who is alleged to bo friendly to fee Axis Powers; 

It was Mr. -O^Oennor’s opinion that if such papers exist 
they ought, from fee standpoint of national safety, be impounded by 
tte United States Government to prevent their being used by others. 

I advised Mr. '.OiG'onnor that this matter would be * 

properly handled. • ‘ fa + %3jf 

SyiCTORYl r ~ 1 

Wj p. e. FOXWORTST-;- • 

w8 5SX Assistant Director *• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU, OF INVESTIGATION? 

No Record __- 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE? eference! ? 


NEff.YqRKj.N3EF/_TqmC 


....Open Case 

JANUARY ~ ~ • 


xf r- 

f | Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 

1 '$' ' O 

^UNKNOTN SUBJECTSj EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA 'fesLA, 


- 0 - /^l / V, 

\>- 1 r* 

hT-;^* 

DECEASED) ESPIONAGE - U. NIKOLA TESLA, ONE OF THE WORLD'S OUTSTANDING |3>j ’ti 
SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN FORTY- 
THREE AT THE HOTEL NS? YORKER, NEW YORK CITY. DURING HIS LIFETIME, HE CON¬ 
DUCTED MANY EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF 


VHf 

V H 

b>Oi* J 


ELECTRICAL POSTER AID Y/HAT IS COMMONLY CALLED THE “DEATH RAY 1 *• ACCORDING 


A a*, i > 
oS^ i HJ 
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TO, INFORMATION FURNISHED BY Ai N. SPANEL, ONE ONE THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, 

NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES AND RECORDS OF TESLA'S EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE 
TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF MACHINERY NECESSARY TO VITALIZE THEM ARE AMONG 
TESLA'S PERSONAL EFFECTS, AND HO STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP 
THEM FROM FALLING INTO HANDS OF PEOPLE UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. ACCORDING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, NAMED 
SAVA KOSANOVICH, WHO WAS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS TO 
GET POSSESSION OF THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEVES 
THAT THERE IS A STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT KOSANOVICH WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL 
AVAILABIE TO THE ENEMY. SPANEL ADVISED G TWO HEADQUARTERS, IN WASHINGTON, 

AS WELL AS MR. BORKIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON, CONCERNING 
THE ABOVE. SPANEL WAS ALSO IN TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION WITH DOCTOR D. LOZADO, 

ONE OF THE ADVISORS TO VICE' PRESIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS MATTER, AND 
LOZADO TOLD SPANEL THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS 
OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO 
PRESERVE THEM. BLOYCE FITZGEARLD, AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD BEEN 
QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS LIFETIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT 


ON JANUARY SEVENTH. NINETEEN FORTY-THREE, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE C , 

■J/Sf' 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

jm_IORK,_NBY_YOWC JANUARY 9, 19k3 

P.2 


Transmit the following Teletype message, to: BUREAU 


WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE MUSEUM AND LABORATORY FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWEZEY 

Of 

/i ONE SIX THREE MILTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, WENT TO TESLA'S ROOMS 
IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A LOCKSMITH' BROKE INTO A 
SAFE WHICH TESLA HAD IN HIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE 
PAPERS, INCLUDING IMPORTANT ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN 
THE PAST HONTH, TESLA TOLD FITZGEARLD THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL POWER HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND 
PERFECTED,/fITZGEARLD ALSO KNOTS THAT TESLA. HAS CONCEIVED AND DESIGNED A 
REVOLUTIONARY TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE BY ANY OF THE 
■NATIONS. IT IS FITZGEARLD 1 S BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS HOT BEEN MADE 
AVAILABIE TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEMENTS MADE TO 
FITZGEARLD BY'TESLA, HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND 
EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THINGS ARE SOME PLACE IN THE 
PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOTS THAT THERE IS A WORKING MODEL 


OF TESLA'S WHICH COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS TO BUILD IN A SAFETY 
DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLA AT THE GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL, AND FITZGEARLD 
BELIEVES THIS MODEL HAS TO DO WITH THE SO-CALLED "DEATH RAY" OR THE WIRELESS 
TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLD IN PAST 
CONVERSATIONS THAT. HE FAS SOME EIGHTY TRUNKS IN DIFFERENT PLACES CONTAINING 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PIANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS CONDUCTED BY HIM. BUREAU 
IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF ANY, ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN 
CONCERNING THIS HATTER ANW^B02T=20 THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION. 

FOXWORTH. 

' (Dictated 2:15 p.m.j Completed 2:h$ p.m.) 

Approved: _ Sent_M Per_ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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New York, New York 
January 11, 19^0 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE: 


RE: 


tffiSANOVICH 


/^OSAVOt/cH 


Concern 
p„,.Mr. HrftVton 
Thurston 
Jifr, Andori-on 
^..^Kr. Osxtars 
Mr. Chlptnan 
.,„. a Mr. C^l-K 
Mr. KU^ns 
.... ?;r. Iceland 

*.- v -Mr. Ivlcmp 
Mr. Levin 
...... Mr. It. Lynch 

?-* T. Lynch 
... Mr. M«Uey 
McCabe 
Mr. Hchwa’n 
......Mr. O«tholthoff 

Hyen 

.... .Mr. Wiand 
..v.-.Miss Tate 
..... Chief Clerk 

Property Clerk 

^ iS ..riics 


N 


Mr. LITTLE,' of the Bureau, called me today and' 
inquired if we had done anything as yet in connection with 
obtaining the papers and effects of NIKOLA TULSA, a recently 
deceased inventor. T£ SAA- 

I advised Mr. LITTLE that we had nob taken any 
action in the matter and Mr. LITTLE suggested that it might 
be well to take the matter, up with the District Attorney 
inasmuch as he felt that ^flSANOViCH could be charged with 
burglary and should be- taken into custody. Mr. LITTLE 
advised that it was important that we secure the material 
supposedly taken by 4&SAN0VICH because if it is as secret 
as it is reported to be,it is vital that none of it gets 
into the newspapers where the enemy will have easy access 
to it. 


In answer to his inquiry, I advised Mr. LITTLE 
it was, my opinion that the Surrogate would administer the 
estate of NIKOIA TJfljfcA.* Mr. LITTLE suggested following 
the same procedure in this matter as was taken in the 
LUDY/IG case. He also recommended that a stop be placed on 
the lock box and any other box which the decedent possessed, 
as well as on any material in his premises. 


I advised Mr. LITTLE that would speak to the 
District Attorney informally on the matter—and—perhaps—i*b~j 
could be handled in this way. Mr. LITTLE-renueated-that~he 
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UNITED STATES-DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' 





JANUARY 



J. cl 


NEW" YORK, NEW YORK 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREA i 

J ' w 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA TESLA, 
DECEASED; ESPIONAt E - M. TESLA REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE TELETYPE UNDER. 

ABOVE HEADING TO THE BUREAU FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JANUARY NINE LAST .* 

| ‘ 

INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT SUEDE TESLA DIED JANUARY EIGHT, RATHER THAN:, 
THBRSDAY, JANUARY SEVEN, AS STATED IN REFERENCE TELETYPE .j ON THE 
NIGHT OF JANUARY EIGHT, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, AND KENNETH) 


SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA'S HOTEL WITH AREPRESENTATIVE OF SHAWaWALKER CO 


or 




IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH LATER 
REPORTED TO 7$ HALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN, 
NEW YORK CITY, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM 


l^ lM : 


rPtl; 

V > »-3 


IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A WILL 


OF TESLA* KOSANOVICH [AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE IN THE 

> ^ j 

PRESENCE OF THREE ASSISTANT MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS - 

M r > 

'pi’*' REPRESENTATIVES OF THE (YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
y YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE YfAS OPENED, SWEEZEY TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 


W 


BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION- OF HIS SEVENTY— 
FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY. KOSANOVICH 


TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING ENLARGED NEWSPAPER 
PICTURES. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANOVICH HIMSELF, NOTHING 
EISE WAS REiOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A 
NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS NOW IN POSSESSION OF KOSANOVICH. 

ON SATURDAY-AFTERNOON, JANUARY NINE, GORSUCH AND FITZGERALD OF ALIEN 
PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO HOTEL AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, 
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Odebal bubeau of investigation 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

_NEWJ£QEK.JM_IORK JANUARY Rx 12, 19U3 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 

J * m 

AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NEW YORK 

WHERE THEY ARE HOW LOCATED. AT THAT TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE 

APP ROXIMA TELY THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN 

THERE SINCE ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO BEEN SEALED AND 

AREfNOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA 

IS A UNITED STATES NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS 

THAT ITS JURISDICTION 6VF.P. PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT FEELS THAT NO OTHER 

AGENCY WILL BE ABLE TO GET TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TV/O DAYS./ AFTER . 

THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WIL BE APPOINTED FOR 

THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTY INT^ HIS-CUSTODY. TESLA ALSO HAD 

SOME .PROPERTY, ALLEGED BY INFORMANT FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING 

MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN 

NEW YORK. INQUIRY SHOWS THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN 

THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY FOR POUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS 

STILL OWED AND HOTEL APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE 

AT LEAST UNTIL DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE 

ATTEMPTS TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN PROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA, HOTEL MANAGERS 

REPORT HE WAS VERY ECBENTRIC IF NOT MENTALLY DERANGED DURING PAST TEN YEARS 
f 

AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IS HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE DURING THAT TIME, 

ALTHO PRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT INVENTOR. THEREFORE, 

ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH 
IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV 
MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW QUOTE PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL 

Approved : _ Sent_M Per_ 


Special Agent in Charge 
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CIdebal bureau of investigation ■» 

« I 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

NEOQBK,.JlH!LXQRK JANUARY 12,191x3 


Transmit the following Teletype message -to: B(JREaIJ 

PLANNING BOARD REPRESENTING YUGOSLAVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE.UNQUOTE. 
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR, POPUIA R MECHANICS A ND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO IS 

DESIROUS OF PUBLISHI NG A BIO GPAPlg-OILIESIJLANDJTHEREFOR E Y/OULD L IKEJTO_ 

OBTAIN CONTROL OF HIS NO TES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED BY RCA AND 
WOULD ALSO PROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLA'S EFFECTS IN ORDER TO USE THEM 
IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE WORKING ON 
EXP ERIMEN TS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS DESIRED THAT BUREAU 
ADVISE IMMED IATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER IN THIS PROPERTY FOR 
PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE 
NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECHNICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT 
REASON COULD NOT BE REVIEWED EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT MIGHT BE' INTERESTED. 

FOXWORTH 



Sent_M Per. 




I’ advised Ur. LITTLE that this office had sent 
out a teletype to-the Bureau in this case on January 13, 
in which the Bureau advised that this office was con¬ 
templating no further action. 

6 r- c. - 

T. J. DONEGAL)- : -' Y 

. , Special |.'gent~|ai”^arge'“ 



cc - Mr. KIMBALL 
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Several Sureau of Inucsttgatimt 
Htttfsit States ^Department nf Sustfce 
CJaBlnngton, 5D. CL 

January 21, 1943 






SAC, Kerr York 
Dsar Sir: 


Re: 


.Mr. Donovan 
. Mr. Drayton 
..Mr. Thurston 
..Mr. Anderson 
..Mr. Charters 
,„Mr. ChJpnoa 
Erarich 
...Mr. IMfSln* 
...Mr, E^kland 
...Mr. t’Vmp 


* k 


C^ch 


^;,Cabo 
f. TIcSwain 


j^l 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; SAVA. KOSAiJOVIcff cwsoitfioir 

EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA ^ESMiD&pised) 
ESPIONAGE (U) f . 


....Misa Toto 

I » __.Chief Clerk 

Reference is made to a teletype dated January 9* 1943* frdm..th'e 3 P Mt y CUrk 
Nerr York Field Office and to a phone conversation between Hr* J* B. LittSe’ 

of the Bureau and Assistant Special Agent in Charge Donegan on January-11*.. 

W43. ^ 




It was pointed out to'Mr* Donegan that Sava Kosanovich, George 
Clark and Kenneth Swezey may have committed a burglary violation by entering 
Tesla*s rooms after his death and particularly by using a locksmith to get 
into a safe containing sane of Tesla 1 s valuable papers* Mr* Donegan was 
advised this matter should be discreetly discussed-withjths State*s Attorney, 
New York City, with a view to locating Kosanovich and apprehending him on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain the nature of the material taken from 
the safe of Nikola Tesla* It was also suggested that the New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court,, in order that Tesla *s effects, as well as the 
contents of his safety deposit boxes, might not be entered without the presence 
of an Agent, in order that the secrecy of any plans or items essential to 
the conduct of the war or national security might.be preserved* It was stated 
that Kosanovich might possibly make certain material available to the enemy* 


A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Tesla and his inventions and it should be noted t hat one Nicola 
\ Tesla, who might have been identical Y/ith Nikola Tesla, made a speech at the 
\V J Grange Hall, Springfield, Massachusetts, on .June 4* 1922, under the auspices 
f of the Friends of Soviet Russia* * 

/ ’** 

’ It further appears that Sava Kosanovich may be identical -with an 

individual of the same name, who is a member of the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile* An examination of the files reveals that one Sava Kosanovich, 
described as the Minister of Supply, arrived with other Yugoslavian Government 
officials at Norfolk, Virginia, on September’4* 1941* on the SS City of 
Exeter, a British ship, from Cape Town en route to the United Kingdom via 
Washington and Canada* 


In another instance the name of Sava N* Kosa novich appea rs .,on,the i 
stationery of the Central and Eastern European Planning Board pfczighcjslovakia, 
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SAC, New York 

Greece, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead Kosanovich is described as 
Chairman of the Board and Minister of State for Yugoslavia. It is stated 
that this Board is. interested in 11 planning fox: postwar Europe". 

In still another file it is disclosed that Sava Kosanovich, a 
Serbian, was a member of one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an 
emergency government to overthrow an alliance with the Axis was formed, 
he was included as an official# He is alleged to be a Communist an d is said 
to receive $1,250 a month salary from the exiled Yugosl^IS^c^rnment. He 
and other exiled government officials are stated to use these large salaries 
to finance every Serbian paper in the United States except "Srbobran" published 
at Pittsburgh* 

No record of Kenneth Swezey could be located in the Bureau files 
from the information available. 

The foregoing information is being furnished for possible future 
reference in connection with this case and it is desired that the Bureau be 
kept promptly,and currently informed of all developments in this case. 

Very truly yours, 

A v. 

\jqhn Edgar Hoover 
\) Director 
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."Gelebrate^inyentoli,; 
'Bdrn‘ih ; Yugqslaviar'i 
* ^n'EiecfrlcalrWIzafd^ 

^ISSsi 


- atYthev Hoiei, /•£** 

^?fc»»heIath ? tor^o 


gSS^pii 

»fcbouts are not^known.^*. .- emir’ 
Vni a* Tesla ’’was .bom. in' Smll 



dMtold alplanifor the.trans^s-. 
sSritoatlngicuiren^be 

foSowlhgiyeaKhe-prcsented'Plans 
:for'°elStrIcal’conversion jani;dUj 

trlbutlon by oscillatory, discharges. 
;tt(p* hiph’i f rcciu ency^studles .and; 

developmentPbtitha'.trdrisformlng 
• S“bearlng'...hlSMname. i pccun?d 

from**1890 -to v 189.iv - J 

' up to ^1900 :hls/‘cUscoyeries^nd m-. 

' ventionsJncluded^suchiilLelA^. 

SpUanc^Vas?.wirele^>co^unr 

Suon^electrlcaUbscillatio^ra^ 

ant cower ’ and « radioactive, matter. 

■ Communications^* and' .wireless 
rower »transmission; occupied most 

^ o( - his 3 research** af ter--Ihati^He 
Worked*' atuthe. laboratories y -of 
Thomas'. Edison i at. Orange,.^- J* • 
' sSallzlng; In'motor - design.-, - ; 











wrt* U j o miuu. one ,cauea u i 
physician. . . . . 

^Tho hotel management started 
a search for friends or relatives. 

It was believed a nephew is liv¬ 
ing in the city but his where- 
. abouts arc not known. 

Nikola Tesla was born in Smil- 
Jan. Yugoslavia, in July, 1859. His 
father, a Greek Orthodox Church 
minister, was a noted writer, ora- 
to% linguist and mathematician. 

Hj s mother. Georgina Mandlc, was 
nr; Inventor. I 

Came Here In 1894. \ 

Tesla studied at Gratz Poty- 
tcchnic Institute and the Univer- 
ucity of Prague after preparatory ! 

^United States in. 1894,Uand :be- 
came * a naturalized citizen. 

In 1886“ he* designed tho arc- 
llgjhtidg system. -Two years later 
he Invented tho Tesla motor and : 
designed jx plan for the transmis¬ 
sion of alternating current. . Tho 
following year ho presented plans 
for electrical conversion and dis¬ 
tribution by oscillatory discharges 
His high frequency studies and | 
development of the .transforming J 
coll bearing his name occurred 
from 1890 to 1891. From, then 
up to 1900 his discoveries and in¬ 
ventions included such fields and 
appliances as wireless communi¬ 
cation, electrical oscillation,.radi¬ 
ant power and radioactive matter. [ 
Communications and wireless | 
power transmission occupied most j 
of his research after that. He ' 
worked at the laboratories of 
Thomas Edison at Orange, N. J. 
specializing in motor design. 

Fed Crumbs to Pigeons. - 
. During recent years Mr. Tesla’ 
had; been) seexn/but? seldonvrecog-; 
nized. on. the steps oVStl Patrick's 
' . cathedral,,in' front of ; tho vPublic 
Library. and^nJ3rcelcy_Sq^Unvar. 
^Hably 'fcarrylhg^a ;bag -of ;crtimbs. 

- whIch y he^cd/to thc.'Pigcbns. • f 1 
"Mr.^Tcsla's ,only military; invent 
iibriV.waif amethod v to; whlch .he 
once alluded *but, never .fully^der i 
scribed.; .It-was a. means?whereby, 
an impenetrable ^'walMof ^force.’V 
could - be/rcected -about < a ; nation's j 
borders which would,render helpt;’ 
less any military attack. He dis-- 
closed existence of the plan in j 
1934, and said he intended .to 
present it to the Geneva Con¬ 
ference. He seldom referred to it j 
afterward. 

In 1936, when he was 80, he 1 
said his-original plan to live to 1 
be 135 had been changed with 
the repeal of prohibition, and he i 
would live to be 150 Instead. ' 
He was decorated by the Yugo¬ 
slav and Czech governments. He 
wept when he met King Peter of 
.Yugoslavia here last July. 
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a „ i. 4 , r,/ W n. «v • - * *i 

j. I'Hp could hare become.the rich? 
estman In,the world if/he "wished 
for riches." fne was. a'grcal Iiwnanl* 
j) ar^ 

HeTdld 'am'a^DijWngs,.shnply,; to 
serTfr^nklni^.^.r' \:\i 
! :T^ # viS^part-vwas^tftejIlribute 
paid&o.dM 

the. fleld^of •radio.and JtKefmodem 


„ Written :by: Lo'uls : 'Adamlc..- the 
author^lt^wasreadiDy;-?Mayor La- 
Giiairdla' yeste'rday • overJWNYCl in 
a lialf ';hour-'program^ dedicated; to 
the'inemory.of the'*scientist..; r V '* T 
' /The; Mayor; toed:-" Jr^r^ 


iTuneral^serviccsrwlIl*"he*>hcId 
for film Tuesday, afterhoprCyeoptffl, 
wUHcome/froin< all>war 


B ut he is ri ot dead. The [real Tesla 
lives, m\$s -achlevemewsLiAi^dn 
Integnl^partyof ouridirtvt Hyp*/’, 


mmF. B. I., 
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I 'TJ, t" 


W' » " 

■■ for tproducing: /rays ^and; .other 
manlfesf^tlorit/vOC^ener^rV^in^freo' 
air/; climihatlng'fthe 'necessity T fd£a 
high vacuumjj a second. Is a* method 
and] procesr^for/ZproducIngY-‘.very 
gfeat > ;electrIcal. T ^o^ce! , the; third 
Is; a' method Wdr• ;amplifyln 


« 


of the'-ilnterrelatlohshlps;' between 
germ^ell‘atructurt andt body struc- 
I tura^and .between "genes^and / the 
changes) In ^development;before^ we 
can'galrfafthorough^undeBUndlng 
of all'the ^underlying'principles:-in? 
yolvJngthe functioning of/he, germ 
plasm^withln the;body } of ah animal 
or plant'and^alsojah'uriderstandlng 
of/the\way/' la-'whlchy this:-germ: 
plasm.has evolyedjfroih'simple/b'<^, 
glhnlngs, ^ v "■ " '** 


j&ro'*the units 6f;gernuplasm,.,can 
£ this required; expansion; of- the con¬ 
trol mechanism be supplied;through 
; Increase:lriv numbers /.otfgenes$ or 
I perhapi/by ^dl^I&githe .existing 
| genes? 7 Pronaoly 7 both r processes 

are operative, according, to‘Dr#-.M^i is ; „a* • ihethod 4i, fdr^axnplifylngt>thfs' 
Clung. V V.‘ |f 9 jxe,-Vahd^the^Xdurth‘ is«Ya> new. 

. Gene*, are' knovmtoaffecUnot 
‘ only, a single.character,.but also the 
whole organism,- and they may pro-:', 
y duce‘effects ,at. different, stages/ In 
ft embrfronic development.'; To besuc- 
; s cessft 1;, an p body, changes /brought 
about by gene:changes must.be.har-. 

4 monlf us*: with, the/existing' organ- 
Izatfqfi and the environmental con-. 
dIUoni.: Therefore; /evolution' has 
| beenjh slow/process;/* •.. Y 

hProfessor McCliing concjuded that 
ltVw'ould?requIre<much" more /study 



y -*~ * J--V 
>> ■ ■ 


‘‘Death^Ray’- ';for/Planej 

5 .Nikola'^TesIa,v one ^of- the; truly 
great Inventors .who celebrated; his 
eighty-fourth*, birthday* onTJ uly-10,” 
tells:, the ^writer £ that^he}; stands 
ready"' to r divulge to^the - United 
SUtes, Government the secret of His 
/'teleforce,'’/wjth./which,' -he.-* said,: 
alrplane.motors wduld'.be' melted: at 
a distance' - of 230/nlIes, ‘so thatian 
lnvlslble ; Chlnese;Wal!yoffDefense 
h -£ would.be/built ardjihd/the/country. 
J}i J against any attempted attach;by an 

up. 

are 

ph''ah/’entlrely>mew -p$nciple /of 
IVcrW physics 'that; "hbYohe'. has;*ever 
dreamed about’,"/dlfferent'fromfthe 
‘ principle embodied In h is Inventions, 
relatlngto'the'trahsmlssTonTof'elec- 
trlcal‘power frdmYa^'distance/^for 
which he hasieceived,a^numberof 
Wslot.patents. ThIs*new>jlypeYbf 
forcer Mr. Tesla* said//would;* opbiS 
ate; through Yai beam* one/one-hun- 
dred-millionthl of/a/square- centl- 
„ MII , meter/In * diametexV.<and t could'; be 
(generated from a special plant, that 

neat®..._f*u„;,.« 9 Yv\n <wi 

>nly 

I 

‘A’dozeny such ji plants,/ locat ed/at 
strategic'points along the‘coast;jac- 
cordlngi to^Mr^-Tesla; Z would .ybe 
enough ]to .'defend" • the . .country, 
against . all- possible i aerial. attack: 
The/ beam* wduld’meltfany*' engine/ 
whether Diesel 'br’gasollne^driven, 
and .would also’ Ignitq the .explosives 
aboard .'any.* bomber.v : No / possible 
defensejlgainstit'cbuld^be jdevlsed, 
he* asserts/* as/ the‘b earn /would, be 
il-peneti atlng, ' 
r^uFglRVachum'DlImlhated ;| 

/The. beam/.he states,.involves four 1 
new*' inventions;/two *of /which /al¬ 
ready* have'tbeen jtested.:* /.One^of. 
these/Isia-'methodKand^apparatui 



_ . of Hho/system. The voltage 

for propelling-the peam Id.ItsroUlec- 
tivei. accordingfUo; Ihe/Zinvcrior/ 
wUUattalhi a potential ’'of. 50,OOQ000 

V0ltsr"/:;~v~ ^ " / ,'v / 1 

'WIth.JhIs' enormous ■ voItage/>.he 
said/ microscopic elecfrlcal parti¬ 
cles of-maUerwiU'bb .catajlulted: orij 

their .mission, of.’defensive; destruc¬ 
tion; ;He; ha's/been.;worklng/on t this 
Invention/ he.added, for many.years 
and'has rccently mado a number/ 
Improvemehts lri ltr «' t 4 

stlpuIaUqn.^Should'.th'e^gbvernmerA/ 
decide, to' takeuphls'offer he.woupd 
go to work <at;6rice/ but^ they‘.would 
have;to; trust;hlm;. He/wbuldXsiif- 
fer '.‘no<Intcrference from,experts;?t 

\ In/ordlhary v tIrSeir;8Uch fa^condl- 
tlon-.would yeryMlkely Interpose *an- 
Insuperable obstacle; t But;times/be-; 

lng‘ \yhat.Hhey,are,, and with 7 ’the 
natlon^^ getting'ready>/6'. ; spend/bll- 
llons/for ^national/ defense/‘at;/the 
samo - time: taking# in * consideration 
the 'reputation; of; Mr, Tesla' ai/an; 
inyen to r^/who^al way s^;wai~ ni a ny 
years . ahead ;of hIs/tIme/ the.tquesr 
tlbn’ arises, whether; itVmay not/be 
advisable; to' take>Mry^Tesla-at/hls 

word/ahd^'commissions hIm/Vtb?«go 
ahead^wlth7thb' ,, constructIori;b^his , 
teleforce/plant; ** *" ” V '. * 

- .Such a DeyIce"invaluabie’ , 

-* After* ali^2,'d00 ; 666 : wouId;beieIa- : 
tIvely A sC very- small;sum {compared! 
with«what;Is, at stake/ If;Mr/;-TesIa 

really/:fulfills';hls^pr6mls^the^rb- 
sult'? achieved/wbuld '.be/truly‘■stag- 
^ rI P?-vNot^pnly/\vould ‘ It;save#bil% 
lfons>ow"planned<for:aIridefcr»d? 
by; making ,the« country-absoliltely 
Impregnable agarnsi' anyliiH atla'ckt’ 
but /tv would/also* save; many?moYe' 
billions; ’ In‘ ; Yproperty ; that; • woiiid 
'otherwise-; be Ysiireily * destroyedYrio 
matter/h'ow strong .the ^defenses are 
as ; witness current t events' < invEng- 
land.'i'; ''"'/"'ll 71 " ; . cr ’r* 

/ Take, /or/'example,. the Panama/ 
Canal] .No-m.atter'rho w/strongt the 
defenses; a sulclde^quadron’o^dlve 
bombers/, according 'to some, ex- 
perts,.;mlghtYiucceed'Iri\ ^getting* 
through and, cause YsiicK /damage 
tkat^yould^/make ;tther.fCahair» un¬ 
usable,-# In -.which- case "biit/'NaVy 
might* find itself .bottled,hp.; . 

^Gonslderirig/Uhe Yprbb'abiniiesr.'la/ 
tba: ca3 Q. even Jf; s thel chances were 
100 000\to .1 /against s Mr/Tesla'/the’ 



[9$ ^wapxy^arslandTca^ 
ha. :still' retains:.;full/'IhtelleJ tiial 
v!gor;rthe<authoritIes;Ih; cHar) e/of 
building the national defense si ould 
a k,9 nce l 00 ^; into':the, ma11er^/Th q 

su . m ;Is;InsighlfIcant < compared',\vith| 
the,magnitude;of,the-stake.' V* ‘A 


-r -zsvz* 
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United gfafca pepartmsnf of Justice 
New York, Nevr York 
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MEMORANDUM FOR .THE SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE'INDEXES 


O 


/ 


On September 22, 1940, Mr. ROBIN VAN ROSEN, 33 
West 8th Street, Nevr York City, telephone Grammercy 5-0277, 
telephoned the New York Office and informed the writer 'that he 
wished to call his attention to an article which was printed in 
the Sunday "New York Times" of September 22, 1940 on Page D 7, 
under the section "Science and Patents - .Education News,/* the/ 
article being "Science in the News" by WILLIAM A. LAURENCE. ■ 


Mr. VAN ROSEN stated that he particularly vdshed 
to call the attention of' the Nevr York' Office of the Federal 
Bureau or Investigation to that phase of the article relating to 
death ray for planes vtfiich refers to an interview of the in- 
ventor NIKOLA TESIA. 0 / 

He .further advised that he believed that some 
government agents should- Interview NIKOLA TESLA relative to 
his death ray invention as* no doubt some agents of foreign 
government vrould’ contact Mr. TESLA. 

The clipping referred to by Mr. VAN ROSEN is 
< attached hereto. 

The indices of the New York Office v/ere searched 
with negative results. 

Respectfully submitted, 





6 d 

• < . . 

DScDeral Sutton of Jitucsfigaffon 

JJaiteb States department of Justice 

0 

N. Y. FILE tib'tT-'/o&fO DATE: &/ /6 /f3 

HEimMiDWl FOR THE FILE 

It. 

OtiMa) WUidJ . 

Reference is nade to Bureau communication dated January 29, 1943 to all 
Special Agents in Charge, No, 33 j Series 1943, which instructs that every case 
under the Espionage character be reviewed for the purpose of determining* whether 
the case should be continued to be carried under the Espionage character, and if 
there is not sufficient justification ijor this, case should be carried under 
another character, 

In the reviewing of these cases, the Bureau desires that the following 
ideas be kept in nindr 

(1) What are the allegations that the individual subject is an Espionage Agent? 

(2) What investigative steps have been taken to prove or disprove these allegati« 

(3) What evidence has been obtained to substantiate the allegations? 

( 4 ) Do the facts warrant that the case be continued under the^Espionage cKaracte;/ 
• and if so, what investigative steps are contemplated to properly develop 

the case? 

In the reviewing of these cases, consideration should be given to the 
closing of those cases which appear to justify such action. 

The instant case has* been reviewed by the writer .and I wish to* state 
that it is improper condition, such as to the removal of stop notices, proper 
serialization, etc., etc. 

It is the conclusion of the writer that: / * 

(1) The character of. this* case*should.jtje,changed;(or .remain.Espionage) 

. from___ t o . ; • , . . • , - _^because: 





and/or 


(2) This case should be closed because: 


s 


Do the facts require an immediate, assignment ot this case 


lf~cHaracter is being changed, are there leads outstanding in other 
Biiid Divisions:_.. If so, list FieldDivisions: 


Agent v« 






If a closing 
it dictated: 


mv-t has been dictated as of this revievf, by what 
fi. H/lQdiAT . Date of dictation 


Respectfully submitted, 



VtTM:SvB 


Vent Yox$c, r i:ow York 


EPCtn'i Kerch 29, 1543 

C5-2CC50 


Director, l&i 

Eot vUmrJti cnsjECYSj siVAK03A£oVicnf 
feffisanKjnss aid kssdech c? kieoia ^csia 

(Deceased)# 

£3i?|C!»S3 f HISC?LLA.W3 

Deer Sir* 

Eofercnc'o is nado to the lureasi letter in. the chovo-crptloncd 
tatter date! Jetuory El, 1^43,, ia Vhich it is stated tkjt it is deslrod that 
the Durecax to kept prpajtly ned currently inf oRio& of all developments it this 
case. 


In View of a telephone call frep hr. little of tho lurcad 
to Mr. tD. ,J. Eooegcn, Assistant Special Agent in fcharge of the Key York’ 
"Cffico* dote! January 14, 1943, in which Mr. little Stated that the above- 
captioned potter was tow being handled ns an Alien Enery Custodial Pc$entiop 
cotter end therefore no farther action should ho tehca in the natter ty tha 
Kcw fork field Iivision, this case is being considered closed in this Cffico,. 
unices advised to the contrary hy the Earcaa at feose future tine, f 


Very truly yours, 


r 

( «_ 


n 


25. E. CCDCY 
Special Agent ia Charge 

'4 
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REPORT MADE AT 

ra r%x, m lew 

DATE WHEN MADE 

■ 343 

... —»— 

PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

7/16,19/24/4! 

REPORT MADE BY 

i mca p, otacs 

Tm -' f/iil? imtiia ( 

ssfk v:mn<z- 

jo,*} 

ricir?^ t 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

sx::in;y 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Surest, who is tfao Praaiioat of 
the Serbian fatiosel Cafes*# Cornlttao, 
seat ft latter dfttd. 4/7/43 through the 
t*.S« sail* to the ri-titt, who ie the Minister 
of State ca dleyoeal of the Covomuent of 
Yugoslavia* A tranolaticn of this letter 
ccataina the following »tat#«entt •‘If I 
see In the »ewe?sners any core Attacks oa 
oar Serbian Raightly Che talk Hath Mitchell 
,,.I will break «U your bcnes, which Coraaaic 
croate put Into your body*. Subject was ' 
crrested by the EtP PJ3 on 7/12/43 where hie 
case was adjourned until 1/19/44. fact# 
presented to O'A, Scat, who- has the case 
Oder advleerent and will reader ft 
decision relative to prosecution la the 
ce*r future. 




Kew York teletype to ‘the Yoreau dated duly 13. 
1943. 


t^TAXlSt 


At V W_tfSR 


Kr. SAVA X53ASCYIC5, 812 fifth Averse, STevr Yprk 
City, telephone 2o. Jtgeat 7-4610, and fcie attorney, 


WxZAX C 


* t *?***$• 


\ f CO ^*st 4<ad Tork 


City, telerisse fo. KCrrsy Hi 11 2-2CS7, pere:aally aty-oared at the Eew 
York Office as4 furnished tbs following procured etateaeatt 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED- 


SrCCIAU AGENT 
in Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




i ar rnt. sk$\ xrwttfirv, miwiste* ry $?**a ?i tusri'u, op 
fzj cw -yr*? cy jrsnrivu Ag /ro tk3 pacts it? onrecgifta wicrvar awcst 
mat ks m wsn <n n w't py ?Etr.ip mrevira. >2?^si~~«?7 c? yra 
8g|giMr»ti^y«a rmr* emaiCT?* _____ 


The policy of every tsonfer of the- Catted hatiofta, without 
a doubt, first wwt be internal unity and unity among the Allies. Shi 
Jugoslavs ha«e to proadte unity among the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes* 
who constitute Jugoslavia, and to ur,-p that any in tern el and ;ere*inai 
differences bs burled in favor of a Concentrated strong end united nation 
against iho Axis* 

Sere in Awrlca vhsro there are ad re than one Billion 
parsons of Jugoslav extraction, this Unity Is- their first, duty toward* America* 
for the ear effort tad for repulsing onony propaganda which is working for 
disunity. She most ordinary naans of Axia propaganda is the breaking of 
unity and exploiting national* religion* and racial difference*. The great 
spjority of Ajwrican* of Jugoslav’ extraction are good and conscientious 
African citi was. 

Cae shall group of Sorbs, calling itself the Serbian National 
fefensp, of Chicago, And the SB3E52?Ag paper. Of Pittsburgh, began a 
caspnlga against Unity, a eaapaign of hate towards Jugoslavia, towards the 
Croat* and Slovenss* etc. At their convention recently, this group passod 
» resolution in which they proclaimed themselves, even though they aro 
Asericans, xeprosoatativo* of Serbdost and, broke ell relations with, the 
Jugoslav Covorcasnt in txlle* appealed to King Peter to proclaim hir.*elf 
king of Serbia, and iccoptihg Bitler and Mussolini terminology, they called 
Jugoalavia *a ryth tad a mistake of the YeraailleelPoaca Treaty* 1 . 

It irnot necossaryto remark how Contrary th,i« in to the 
interest of unity eating Amsricane, to the wishes of the Serbs, Create and, 
Slofaaos who are to bravely fighting against tho Axis, and contrary to 
the official stend of the Caitad States, Croat Britain, fussia and all 
the Allies, 

Kissjftuth Mitchell i« honorary chairman of this organisation 
and tha mat active spokesman of its ideas. It is say duty as a Serb, as a 
Jugoslav, .as a neater of the Jugoslav Corommant which overthrew the 
appeasensnt governsent in Jugoslavia, as an enti-fasoiat, as the loader of 
one of the tost democratic parties in Jugoslavia, to act against this 



"kind of propaganda, 

A* to Vh4t the t’nited Stats things of tho situation, I ha rot/ 
jj'ioto liner Tavia, Director of the Office of War .Information, as to his 
opinion Of SSEOJ52AR, which it tho^outbjioco for the Serbian Rational Defense 
Cpaaittee} Mr, favia specifically accuses SSlOhKAH of ailing the Has! propa- 
gtnda prograa and' damaging; the war effort, and the C^pa^tEozit of justice, _ 
the State Dopartseat and the Office of Mar Information hive all teen hatching* 
this with concern, 

following la a direct euotutlon fron a Jotter written by 731s?er 
favla on June 10 th to Stmuel tferlinicu froaident. of the Sort Rational ?8 do ra¬ 
tion! 

•for fOBf tiae, several tranches of the Fnlted States. foVomasnt 
including the Office, of Vpr Inforaatioh, the Oepartsant of 
Justice, Withe Cepartscatj of State, have watched with concern 
the policies of the * African Srbobran’, Its violent- 
Attacks. upon all peoples of Croatian extraction, and their 
clergy, ite strong nntl-Catholic articles, and Its violed 
efforts to defend the Quisling 1’edich who auppOrte the Reel 
regia# in Serbia often have the effect of aiding the JJazi 
canpalgae of intolerance and race hate, tend, are dacaging 
to the African war effort, ■ 

Aaericah JJhity is inporativo for the successful prosecution. 

6f tts war. fha Rasis have boasted ,th*t they would aet 
Aonrleans, against Americans and they are striving to do sc. 
dhsy have sought for years to set people of Serbian,, Croatian- 
and Slovenian. extraction sgaics.fe cash other. It is the .old 
gaae of divide and conquer., .The United Nations are striving 
for the strongest possible unity and all those who are opposed, 
to the Axis, |n Jugoslavia, and in. th e Called States, we 
saok tp. unite all people of Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian 
, heritage", 

Vhen Wss KiichoJl began writing articles and letter* to the 
Ajisrican ,resa which*#re botnet the policy Just described by Blsser Davis 
as a United, States policy, and Which were also against the policy of tho Jugoslav 
Ooverhsont for Unity, I Wrote & letter to the Herald Sribune on April 6th in 
reply to a particularly damaging article which she had previouslyvritton to 
the SrihUce on April fed, 

JfolloWig tho appearance of sy letter in the Herald fribttaa, 
l received A filthy tod threatening letter iron Philip Markovich, who is the 
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■president of the Hew fork branch of tho Serbian Rational Hafenee Cosraittee, 
which is engineering these entWugoalav and anti-inerlcan activities. la 
this letter Markovich sought, ty Csotapo terrorist tactics, t6 prevent jbo 
fr?s writing dr tyiakisg to offset the damaging effects of th* Serbian national 
Bsfease ConsitteO's policies end activities, 

1 therefore paused the arrest ofHhilip Markovich uni I will 
sot te iatlsidated 1/ him or any other cosher of any group who is cinScioualy 
pr bcioaeoiously following the Seal line end attesting to proKobe, any one 
Section or any one group at the expstue of the war effort as a whole,* 

Mr, HS3AS3MCH aleo furnished a pfcotostatio copy of the letter 
and envelop* In which It was received, together with a translation of the 
latter, 5heie are being retained in th* Mow fork file of this case. Me 
advised that it wae necessity to retain the original letter because- ho had. 
had the subject arrested ty the May fork City Police Bepartseat and that he 
would have to produce the original letter in the City f -ourt, fhd sftvhlopo hears 
the printed return cidm» Of the Serbian National Befenao Comaitteo of How 
Tork, 403 Vest BSrd Street, Hew fork City, and, was postmarked at 4»0D ?,X. 

April (date obliterated) 1343 at How York City. It is addressed in handwriting 
to Mr. SA?i xoiwrayiet of 812 j?ifth Avenue, Hey. Tork City* The letter in 
dated at Hew fork City, April 7, 1?43, had is handwritten and signed ty PHI&jD? 

wrtca,' ' , 

Kr* HOSAKiVi^t furnished the following translation Of thin 

lett.#r» 

» Hew fork City 

April 7 f 1543. 

S’svt Koeanovicht . . 

Ceraen bastard, if 1 see in tha newspapers any wore attacks on our Serbian 
knightly Che talk Ruth Mitchell, or if soaecno bring* to some written or 
oral attacks which X night is/i .overlooked, X will break alt your bones, which 
the Csrnsaic Croat sput into your “body; fou rotten dirt who .claims to have 
tasn a Serb end a Minister « we now ass what kind of traitors ruled Jugoslavia 
end where they hive brought her, I aa here in Hey Tork and we will meet 
easily if you. speak again on behalf of our people. Vho gave yon the right 
to speak for tha people! Ton are, a dirty bitch assembling crunks for the 
benefit pf the Cemaic Croats, Ton are agents of Ultley'and Mussolini who 
dieelote soc-et Inforsation, froa that House, of prostitutes, hut wait the KB, I. 
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•will taka car* of you soon* So wick er your- knowledge, S an yarning you 
to ceas# attacking the national Befenae an! Mias Mitchell. ?tf you, you 
pissed oa s?utt expect to undermine Jugoslavia ns before? You are the 
conspirators who killed the King, but you, scum, will -pay for it* 1 am 
watching your steps and vhat you do and wi.th whom you cooperate, you German, 
you traitor worse than a coward, Tou,. your Company end your satellites 
stink, 

Philip Karkovich 1 

" by Ms own hand,* 

•Hr, KC3AK3VICE advised that there was no doubt bat that it •wair * 
KARKGVIC3 who bed written, the letter as during hie Arraignment in, the Hew 
fork City Magistrates Court on July 13, 1943, BASXOYiCE. had acted as though 
he were pro'ul of having writteu tV loiter, t 

Detective jAteS X, tSQSIfy. assigned to the Special Squad Ho, 1 
of the Hew York O^ty Police Department, Advieod that he had arraotod PHILIP 
HARWICH, who resides at .103 %st 101st Strnot, Sew Xprk Cf fcy, on July 13, 

1943, charging him with violating Section Ho* 151 of the How York, Penal law, 
which prohibit the sending of threatening letters. 

Detective 33562T stated that subject was arraigned before Magi¬ 
strate Anna Kross in forkville Court oa July 13, 1943 and that Magistrate 
Kroes parolled KARfcpyiCS In custody of hia lawyer,HTCKSH JCJ3PH5, And adjourned 
the arraignment until Friday, July 16, 1943, : 

• These facte were presented to Assistant United States Attorney 

ghooee 5* Hurphy of tbs Southern district ofHoyiork, who advised that ho 
would decline prosecution, pendig the results of the, notion taken, iu the Haw 
fork CjLty Court, 

cams jasaHIW, Court Officer of the Torkville Court, 153 
Hast 67th Street, Hey York City, advised that oa July 16» 1943 Kagtetrato 
Anna Kroes, adjourned the case against ths subject- until Jenucry 19, 1944, 

Upon being appraised of the notion taken by the Hew fork 
City Court, Assistant United StAtoo Attorney Kurpky stated that he was taking 
the case under advisesent and would render a decision relative to prosectuion 
in the near fixture. 


-phhhi h a - 


,6- 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


RETORT MADE At 


r,r*t tnfc auy 


O', rr: y?o 


DATE WHEN MADE 


ioAi /43 



ttr^waia ifk 


report made by 

kr 3 *v cacra 


CARTER OF 


nau? ix'wmt 
Sava ficacate - nctxts 


cZsx^ 


K.TXlLrj 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Asst. CA ETUX F. IXTJf, *1Y rfoalips# preMCttlca 
by roasca cf thy fact that *9 35o« Ycrk-atthcfitiwl fi?o 


hasdiisj this case* 


«• o 






r.e;ort tJ? epeoial A^cat &*rca t. £r«&»# &6#d Attfii* M# 
1C43» at lotr fir* City. 

Atsiatsab Sjalttid Ltatoa Attorney F* fcansfr ter &» 
Ccuthera riotrict cf E«f Yerk tolcr^caliy ecsadtfttftd 
tilth Special A^cirfc tlaer F. Esrleh tai «£*ised fciai that hfe 
weald deolisd pi’csacitica by reason cf tha fact that tha 
Kan York authepitioa w*0 tumilifij thil eaj3. 


- ClQCCD - 


•*rv- * f"7'T . 


hi--.. 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


SMXIAU AGENT 
IN Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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234 U» S. Court House 
Foley Square 
Hew York, H, Y i. 


March 9, 1944. 


Mayor P. H. LaGuardia 
City Hall, 

Hew York, H. Y. 


Dear Mayor LaGuardia: 


V'\ . 

U*'’ 




Reference is made to i* 

letter dated February .lYth, addressed to you i A i*) 

by Sava N. Ko3anovlcht? i il-2 Central Park Soutb,i/T\ (*''*'* f 
Hew York 19, N. Y., regarding Philip. Markovich^#;},* nstn 
and enclosures which, were handed to me by your 7 / ** - f' 

secretary .on February 24th. W $2,7^3 

a - . " 1 . . rr-fW?L-i p~nl 

A oheck of the records of 
this offioe reflected that this matter had been 
called to our attention on July 15, 1945, but 
that it had previously been reported t o the 
Hew York City Police Department.'. The records 
further reflect that Markovich was arrested by v 

the Hew York City Police Department on July 12, * ^ 

1943, charged, with v iolation of Section 551 of 
the Penal Law, sending threatening letters, which 
under the Hew York law is a misdemeanor. Marko¬ 
vich was arraigned before Magistrate- Anna Kross, 

Yorkville Court, on July 16, 1943 and the hearings 
have been adjourned to date. Latest inquiry re¬ 
flects that Magistrate Kross has postponed the 
proceedings in this case until September 19C 1944* 

f 

Shortly after the receipt 
at this office of the material in connection with 
this case, the facts on hand were submitted! to 
the office of the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of Hew York, with a view tq 
possible prosecution under the Federal Extojftiqn 
Statutes. Prosecution was declined by reason of 
the fact that the local authorities were handling 
the case* P ' 


Mayor LaQuardia 


In view-of the above, the letter of 
reference, mentioned above, and .the enclosures 
are being returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours* 


B. E. COliROY 

Speoial Agent in Charge. 


Enclosures 



Address writer at* 


UosiB. Inst, of Tcdh., 
Csabridge, lass, 
dojmnry 30, 1943. 


.r. Walter Ocrcnct, 

Mien property Custodies?, 

123 Irodditey, 

Herr York, Hew York. 

fe*r girt 

At yeux* ^egaest. and that of £r. Jbsoph f. £ing of the 
Washington offiop of tho Alien property Custodian, I have ex-< 
coined tho private papers, writings, -and other property ipf tho 
late Br. Niuola Tesla with the view to detenaihir.g both their* 
possible usefinesa tq this country in its wor effort sftd the 
possible hazard attendant oh their* foiling into unfriendly 
hands. 


Tki$ exoainatioa wot nacio at tho. Manhattan Farehetise, 

52r.d Gtreot, Hew York City, on JcnuOry 2o-27, end included all 
of the notes and pitcriel in JDr, Tesla* s Icnedibte pcsBcssicn 
at the tine cf his death and r.cw ir», the custody of your office, 
per reasons indicated belcm, no investigation w«s» node .of notorial 
it tennis which, had rcnaincl untouched in the basefient of the 
hew Ycpker hotel for ten yeoi*8 prior to jjr-. 7cola*s deaths 

fs a result of this Gemination, it is cy ccnsidcred 
opinion that there exist among lr , Tepli*a papers find possessions 
no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrpvealed’ methods 
pr devices,, cr actual rppar&tun which could be of significant 
voice to this country or W;:ich would constitute a hazard in un¬ 
friendly hands, I can therefore see no technical ch military 
reason why further custody of the property should be retained. 


Per year- #$eprd3, there has been rereved to your office 
a file cf various written aotcrial by hr. Tesla which covers 
typically and fairly completely the idecs with which he was con-? 
ccrned during his later ye ,rn. These? documents are epumeEatod 
tnd briefly abstracted in the attachment to this letter. 


I s 


U'rita ft'tj. 



^0 ^ ' _ -2- January 30, 1943. 

♦* I * 

It should-be no discredit tb this distinguished engineer and 
scientist whose solid contributions to the electrical art were 
nade at the beginning, pf the present century to report that his 
thoughts end efforts during at least the past fifteen years were 
primarily of a speculative, philosophical, und somewhat promo¬ 
tional character—often concerned with the producation and wire¬ 
less transmission pf power—but did not include new sound, work- 
ablq principles or methods for realizing such results* 

^ery truly yours. 


JOHN 0* TRtflfc, ' 
Technical -Aide, 
Division U^NEPC. 


Enclosure, 



AEGTRtCTS CF HI, NINOLA TESLA'S WRITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
rOR ia AMEN FRCFFP-Tt CUSTODIAN 


On January i26 fend. '{57, 1943* ®n examination was made of the 
technical papers of fir-. Nikola Scale which, after his: dacefeee,, hfed 
befen stored in the Manhattan Warehouse Art New York City. This ejc- 
Dalnation was Bade fpr the purpose of determining if any ideas of 
significant value in the present Cnitcd States war effort could bb 
fling ejcng his possessions. participating, in this examination were 
Nr. John C. Newington, New York Office of tho Alien property Gustodianj 
Nr. Charles J. Kedetnieni, Washington' Office of the Alien Property 
Custodian) ’T. John 0. Troop, Office of Scientific Research and De¬ 
velopment, Massachusetts Institute .of Technology, Cambridge, Kdssachu- 
settsj Lillis George, Office of Naval intelligence. Third Naval Dis¬ 
trict} fddsrd pal»sr, Chief Yeomen, jSNHi John J. Corbett, Chief Yeo¬ 
men, USSR. 

2 . « " . 

The following papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925 to 1942, wero removed 
for the purpose of record fend are listed below in thr random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract. 

Exhibit A 

"Possibilities of Electrostatic Generators" - fen undated 
Article probably written about 1934 discussing the possibili¬ 
ties, as a source of high-Voltage D-C power, of the Fen de 
Greaff type of electrostatic belt generator. The article 
states correctly the electrostatic principles employed in this; 
device and points but that such generators aro not suitable 
•for commercial high-power applications, though of undoubted 
scientific value. Tesla's wireless toner, ereoted in 1902 on 
Long Island, is stated in this memorandum to have been charged 
to 30 million volts. 

Exhibit B 

"Hecotive Forces of Glycerine and Dyncaite" «? an undated, 
memorandum involving acne calculations of tho explosive power 
of certain compounds’ and -then deviating to a discussion of the 
possibility of transmitting power by mechanical vibrations 
.along the earth's crust. 



Exhibit C 


"Process Of De-OssBifyfaK. Refining, and Purifying ratals” - 
a 41-pago memorandum probably written about 1930 dealing with 
the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity end 
surface tension. This correspondence indicated that this had 
heed subedited to various industrial companies. 

Exhibit D * , 

. "Reply -to Amtorg re 'tho generation of hlch-voltoge and the 
acceleration of charged particle a 1 » ~ This document, dated No¬ 
vember 8, 1935, answers questions raised by Soviet, engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla's proposal of I'&y 16, 1935* From 
this answer, it is deduced that the proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration effeigh voltages by electrostatic mean?. These mccns 
consisted of a high-voltage .terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column, and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium, passing between ground and terminal. The ideas contained 
in .this memorandum are fairly similar to the belt-conveyor 
electrostatic generator methods proposed by Vart de Qraoff and . 
do not appear to offer any unusual features, 

Exhibit'B 


”,*.rt bf TelegeOdyngmics, or Art Of Producing; Terrestrial 
Motions at Distance" This document, in the form of a letter 
dated. June 12, 1940, to the Westinghouse jlectrio &Hsnufacturing. 
Company, ..proposes a method for the transmission of large amounts 
of power oyer vast distances by means 6f mechanical vibrations 
of the earth's crust. The 3 curca of .power is a mechanical or 
eleotromechEnical device bolted to some rooky protuberance and 
importing power at a resonance frequency of the eerth's crust. 

The proposed scheme appears to be completely visionary and un¬ 
workable, Westinghouse* 8 reply indicates theii’.polite bejeption 
*6f this idea,- *■ f 

1, ■ •* " 

Exhibit? 

"Hew Art of Projecting concentrated Non-ftlspersiva Energy 
through Natural ICodla" - JhiS undated document by Tesla describes 
an electrostatic method of producing very high voltages, and ca¬ 
pable of very groat power. This generator is Used ip cccelcrato 
charged particles, presumably electrons. Such, a beam of high- ‘ 
energy electrons passing tlirough air is fee ''concentrated non- 
dispersive" pean3 by Which energy is transmitted through natural 
.media. As a component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-endod vacuum tuba within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated, 












Exhibit F. (cent.) 

Vhfe proposed scheme beers setae relation to present nouns 
for producing MEh^ncrgy cathode rays vy the cooperative 'use - 
Of a higb-yolthge' electrostatic gonerAtcr and an. evacuated 
electron ecceleraticn tube* It is ■noil known, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific end nodical interest,, ere 
incSpable of the transmission of large amounts of power in 
noR-dispcresd beens oyer long distances. , Tesla's disclosures 
ir, this menoronte would hot enable the penstruotien ef workable 
CctblnEticns ef generator and tube even of limited power, though 
the general elements of such h Combination spp ,*mccinctiy de~ 
eefibed. 

Exhibit 0 

A circular by Carol Bird, dated September 15, 1938, en¬ 
titled "Tremendous Hqw power Soon to Be BnlonShed'V This de¬ 
scribes in popular stylo sene biographical ihfcrrnticn cencern- 
. ing IJikola Tepla and spna idaias for tfcd tVshsnisnicn pf^ow’er 
cn which he is stated to b? working , 4 It appears that the 
method of' trcnsnission, it by the aeclkmiejl >osonpnce method 
outlined in Exhibit F, above, 

Exhibit K 

This, exhibit consists of a series Of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of’the British. Gcverrtr.ent dated August 20, l93£>| entom¬ 
bed 2b, 1937i Escepber 10, l$3?j end April 5, 1903. "It ineludas 
a reply dated January 7, 1933, fron -the British poverment. 

Those letters offer to the British Government, for a foe, the, 
disclosure of a rne^ns for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles. such betas 'liould constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain from air attack.. ► 

The Rothod proposed is essentially that described in Kxhi- 
, bit f eboyei. following the initial ietter dated August 2% 

1936 , tho. sutaeeuent letters attempt to clear up the -"-ieunder- 
stendigga 1 * of the Brltieh reprosentatives and to expedite thpir 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal. The British reply dated Jenu- 
cry 7 ia a polite expression of disinterest in the proposal. 

Exhibit! 

/.n undated memorandum written after Tesla' s 79 th birthday 
describing several discoveries which ho believed he hed node. 

Tho first related to a dynamic theory of gravity which is de¬ 
scribed cs not yet completed. Tho second Stated as a physical 
truth the belief that “there is no energy in natter other thsn 
thst rcceiycd froa the environment", This second statement, 
which is discuesed at length, in this end other writings of Tesla, 
indicate alls disbelief in the existence 6 f atonic or nuclear 
energy, 



Exhibit J 


"A Tethod of Producing Powerful Radiations" - an undated 
memorandum in Tesla' s handwriting describing "a new process of 
generating powerful fays or radiations”. The memorandum reviews, 
the works of Lcnard end Crookes, describes Tesla's Vrork on the 
producation of high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the only description of the invention contained in the 
memorandum. This description is as follows:, "Briefly stated,, 
ay hew simplified process of generating power Ail rays- consists 
in creating through- the medium of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying tho same with currents of the required "tension arid volume" 

Exhibit K 


A letter to- prospective licensees on telegfiodynaaics dated 
December 27, 1941* This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Ur. Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telogeodyncaiCs, states 
that oyer a half million dollars Was spent on this development 
with, funds contributed by the itorgans, Crawford, J. Jf. Aster, 
and Fish, as well as commercial ^organizations, and-states this 
to be a new art with which "unvelievable wonders can be achieved" 

Exhibit £ 

Tesla's ."^ew System Of Fluid Propulsion" This is ah un¬ 
dated memorandum of aboutPOtypewritten poge3 describing, a sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsiorj irfwhich the conversion Accra hydraulic, 
to rotary mechnnical power is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween fiat circuler disks, shaft-mounted end enclosed; in a Cas¬ 
ing* 

t 

This memorandum written about 1925 describes in general 
terms, a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical. There 
is copious evidence among the other of Tesla's papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to- appropriate individuals and , 
that it received favorable comment and possibly some use. Some 
of these comments are contained on the last page of the exhibit. 

Exhibit M 


"The Power of the Future" - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla end probably in response to a request from some popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source of future power. 
This meaordndiffij reviews the gradual evolution of power sources. 

It discusses in some detail the possibility of atomic power and 
states as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible. The 
discussion of atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 



Exhibit U (cont.) 

with planetary energy. The article further discusses the 
subject of 'windy tides', lightning, and water power as a source 
of ccEnercial energy. The laatoscntence of this memorandum 
states t "Jfith ny wireless system, it is practicable to trans¬ 
it electrical energy 1 at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent, I can conceive of no 
advances which would be core desirable at this time and, more 
beneficial to the further progress of mankind.** This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalised discussion of the various 
sources of power, ft is qualitatively correct for the most' 
part except probably in that portion which deals with Atonic 
power. • 

Exhibit N 

1 "he Transmission of Electric Energy Without Hires*' - en 
article by *H. Tesla in the Electric Tor Id'. 1,'arch 5, 1904, pages 
429-431* A general, somewhat biographical* article on Tesla's * 
early work with some- speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance'wireless transmission of largo mounts of energy. 

Exhibit 0 

"florid System of Wireless Transmission, of Energy* * - an 
article by H. Tesla in. Tclenrhph and Telephone Are, peteber 16, 
1927, pages 457 and 460 , An article which, traces tho early 
work on the production, and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla»s efforts to increase tho amount of 
power which can bp transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a, proposed 'World System** for the wireless transmission ► 
cf both power and Communications. Ho workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is included, and' such generali¬ 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind dp hot 
sqea capable of Accomplishing the desired result. 

1 1 ~ t 

Exhibit P 

^ “ r x 

* 4 , 

"Interview with Ur. Nikola Tesla" by Aldon, P. Armagr.ac 
for Popular Science Monthly, J4ay 24 , 1923. Ait H-p 3 ge memoran¬ 
dum written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Hr. Tesla and reporting his present work. This 
report includes, statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 

‘ on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 
for the transmission of speech and television, on, the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio, activity, and 
on. the acceleration of charged particles, such es cathode rays, 
by Jdgh voltages. 



Exhibit Q _ * 

An .agreement dated April .20, 1935, between Nikola To ala 
and the fmtorg 1 Trading Corporation, in which Tesla agreed to 
supply plans, ■specifications, end complete information on &- 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages up to fifty- 
, - jniliion volts> for producing very email particles Iti % tube 

open to air, for increasing the charge of the particles to 
the full voltcge of the high" potential terminal, and for pro¬ 
mpting the particle? to-distancCs of a hundred idles o? more. 
The maxima speed of the particles was specified as not less 
than 350 miles per second* The' receipt of £25,000 foe for 
this disclosure Was acknowledged in this agreement, which Was, 
signed ty ifikoia Tesla and by A. Bartonisn of the /mtbrg' Trad¬ 
ing Corporation*. The-method referred to lathis agreement is -■ 
apparently that described itt Exhibit I?,. abQvp. ft is probable' 
that Exhibit D, above,- is pit effort by Toslp to blear up the 
questions raised; by foViel ehgineers, after the subject dis¬ 
closure }ind been made., There la no evidence that the inven¬ 
tions and Information, referred to in this agreement, are other 
jbh&nthose described in a number .'pf Tosla^s pipers add"ppb- 
liefced articles * s lt ihould thoreforo be expected, and it is 
* substantiated by Exhibit I/, that this disblosufs subsequently ' 
proved unuorkCbldy -- * \ ■ • ' \ , 

<• • - ‘ " .. ■ . 
3* ' ' - 

An examination of several items of scientific, apparatus among 
the Tesla efforts at the llanhgttan Warehouse and in- a deposit boxrht, the 
QoyernCr Clinton Hotel showed those to be stsridacrtl electrical measuring 
instruments In epanon hse several decades ago. * . ” 
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•' Technical Aide, 
Jlivisioa 14, NSEC*,. 


Mess. Inst, of Tech*, 
CEmbridge, Hass., 

J-nuspy 30, 1943* 


« {' ■ Now York 7, Karr York 

. OONj^fraiTIAL 

, . ; ' * , October 17, 1945 

# ' r v > >-*• 

K"~'j*rnc*" r ” 

-- 

Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

. ... SAVA KOSANOVICH} 

r * i , - Experiments ;and research of NIKOLA TESLA (deceased) 
ESPIONAGE - U 


Reference ig made to the Bureau letter dated January 21, 1943* which 
bore a caption siailiar to that contioncd above. 

The referenced letter dealt with the death, on January 7, 1943, of 
the famous inventor, NIKOLA TESLA, who aa well as being the inventor of 
Alternating Current, perfected many electrical devices. He is also credited 
with having developed the so called "death raj" which, "would safeguard any' 
country from attack by air. 

On Juno 9, 1945, a RALPH BZRGSTR5SSER of New- York City furnished 
information of a nonspecific nature indicating that it W 33 his bcliof that 
porsons sympathetic to Russia wore making an effort to secure the effects of 
NIKOLA TESLA in order to salvage therofren any models or designs of possible 
military value, Hr. BERGSTRSSSSR claimed that he hoard that ABRAHAI N. 

3PAS3., President of tha NATIONAL LATEX CORPORATION, of Dover, Delaware was 
the motivating influence behind this attempt to obtain TESLA*S paoarg which 
are presently held in storage at the MANHATTAN STORAGE "WAREHOUSE, in Now York 
City, B^GSTRESS^R promised to return to the New York Field Division shortly 
after his initial visit and furnish further and more specifio information to 
support his claims. 


65-12290 

HGRffiha 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


He was not heard from again, however, until September 27, 1945, at 
which time he furnished the following additional information: 

He said that a boyhood churn of his from Wichita, Kansas, BL0YC3 
FITZGERALD, had been TESLA*8 protego and one of the inventors few confidents. 
According to ESR33TRESSER, FITZGERALD who is now an Army Private stationed 
at Wright wield, Dayton, Ohio, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who spent 
endless bouta with TESLA prior to tho la tiers death, during which time TESLA 
explained to him most eeoret experiments. BERGSIRESSER stated that FITZGERALD 
cot TESLA in November 1942, hut he had boon corresponding with the latter 
since 1935. According to the informant, FITZGERALD had deyolopod coco sort 
of anti-tank gun, tho details of which ho presented to TESLA who aado certain 
corrections in design and specifications to further perfect tho weapon. 

EF.G3TRSSSSR rolated that sometime in December- 1942, when FITZGERALD 
was attending a meeting of tho AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, ho 
made tho acquaintance os ABRAHAI SFANEL who became interested in FITZGERALD’S 

CS A? Iff 
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gun. SPAEEL offered financial aid to FITZGERALD and tha two wore in the 
closest contact with .each other for a considerable period of time. 

BEEGSTRESTR said that FJTZG3RAU) had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
the gun by the RRiliSOTON IMS COUPA!fY,but for some reason SPANEL blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the FAZJUNGTON COMPANY. SPA’LL is thon 
reported as having.obtained a job for FITZGERALD with the HIGGINS ST? 

BOILDIKG COMPANY in Hew Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the parch333 and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
£(& of tha profits derived to SPINEL, 

BT.Q3THESSER stated that in November of 1943, for ccsr.o unknown reas.oa 
but which he briievea to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by 
tha manss COMPANY. In Septcabor of 1944* FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Arhy and for a considerable period of tine was located at an ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin Field, Florida. BERGSJRESSER stated that at 
the. present tine FITZGERALD is engaged in a highly socrot experimental 
project at Fright Field in Dayton, Ohio. In spite of his rank of Private, 
FITZGERALD actually is the director of this research and is working with 
many to? young scientists who were inducted into Aroy from leading industrial 
posts. 

According to B^RGSTRESSER, FITZGERALD is presently working on tho 
perfection of TESLA'S “death raj* which in FITZGERALD'S opinion Is the only 
possible defence against offensive use by another 1 nation of tha Atoalc Boob. 

In this connection, it is noted that the J’ew York lines of September 22, 1940 
in an article entitled "SCXEHCi l*t THE KEFS'* by HILLTA’i A. LAURENCE, Science 
Editor atates that TESLAldevulged to LA’JREHCR tho fact that he had developed 
a "death ray" or "telcforce" which TESLA claimed would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 250 miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Fall wonld 
be built arcuhd a country against attack by an eneay air forco. 

According to the article in the TIMES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of poser from a plant, a number of which night bo 
located strategically along cur coast linos and the bo ah from which would 
melt any engine within a radius of 250 miles. 

BCEQ3TRESSER stated that during FITZOERALD'S acquaintance with 
'SPINEL, FITZGERALD had told SFANEL of his associations with TESLA and had 
Apparently described to SPA’S!, coca of TESLA'S no3t secret work. B3RGSTRSSS3R 
believes that SPAiSL, who he elates is definitely pro-Rua3ian in attitude, 
is now attempting through legal procedure to go euro custody of TESLA'S 
effects which are now held by TESLA'S only* heir, one SAVA K0SA?.'9VIC[I, who 
is presently in Jugoslavia occupying some governmental po3t. 

It, will be recalled that in an article published on March 15, 1945,. 
by the ITS* FEATURE SYNDICATE TROORPOEATED, WESTBROOK FEGLERT, charged SPAKSL 
with spreading pro-communist and pro- F.ussian propaganda through his full 
page advertisement in the newspapers, which SPASEL characterised as being 
published for the IUTSRRATIONAl LATEX CORPORATION, as a public service feature 
It is also interesting to observe tbat in the New York Times of October 2, 
1945, an article appears which states that SPAKEL is suing the KING FEATURE 
SYNDICATE INCORPORATED for six million dollars alleging the column by 
PEGLEE to have been liabelous. 


i>*: *■ 

Letter- lirootor, 
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BT.G3TRES3SR stated that thresh FITZGERALD ha too had cot SPANSL 
and freer this personal acquaintance ho formed the opinion that SPANEL was 
definitely a cocaunist and is probably one of the financial, supporters of 
the Cccaunist Party in this country. ESRGS'TF.SSSSR stated that SPASEL -was 
born in Russia,. but i 3 now an American citizen. Up also charged that SPAHEL 
exerted tremendous political influence in Washington, P. C. j and. paid that 
one bf SPAKZL’S closest political friends was HENRY WALLACE. 

, EBRSSSRESS5R advised that two agents froa Amy Intelligence contacted 

and stated that in an investigation to determine the qualifications of 
FITZGERALD' for a cocais3ion, they had developed information indicating that 
SPASEL was definitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA’S effects. 
BERGCnTSSrR indicated that Amy Intelligence was pursuing an investigation, 
along these lines in an attempt to ascertain the complete story in this 
regard. 


For the Bureau's information, BERGSTBSSSER was born on July 3> 1912 
at Pueblo, Colorado, he is unmarried, and his family resides in Wichita, Kansas. 
Be is a graduate of Northwestern University and until July 1945 had been A 
employee of thoGffl, overseas branch, froa March 1943 until 'January 1945. Ho 
had been stationed in. China, attached to General Stillwell's Headquarters, 
and was in charge of the physiological Warfare Department of the 0131. 

B13C3TRBSS2R at present is hot employed, however, he appears to have ample 
funds since he travols all over the country and “resides in reputable hotels. 

Just recently he stated that he had driven General Stillwell's car from 
Washington to the West Coast as a personal favor to the General’s wife. 

He advised that it is his dosiro to cooperate with FITZGERALD in securing 
legal possession of TESLA'S effects in order that a memorial foundation, nay 
ho established for the protection of TESLA'S oxperinents and for the presorp¬ 
tion of the inventors memory. 

BSKSSTBSSSSR. stated that jlTZGERALD had interested a group bf young 
Army scientists now working with hin at Wright Field in this foundation, and 
their ultimate goal is to socuro the support of a wealthy b3ckor in order that 
a foundation might be established and that a sort of "idea factory** night 
result. He said that they intended to, contact HSI3Y FORD, SR., to solicit 
his aid in Ms regard. •' • * • 

BEP.tSTOSSBFa relatedvthat probably thegreaiest idea of TSSLA‘S- was - 
that involving the wireless transaission of electrical power* Ho clained 
that TESLA had performed a'successful experiment many years ago at Pikes 
Peak, at thick time he harpaesed local currant from, the sun’s rays which he 
built, up into a huge potential of electrical energy* ESRGSTRESSER' said that 
according to FITZGERALD, if this idea, could; bo furthered, all electrical 
energy to operate the world's macMnery night he gotten absolutely free rather 
than by the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated. 

He said-that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
fin China where -the need fdr electrical power is very great. 

' -> “ ■ -f * —«#ik* , , 

inquiry was made At ^MANHATTAN STORAGE WAREHOUSE in Hew York City, 
and it was determined that tho effects of NIKOLA TESLA are contained in some 


* 3 - 
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75 packing cases and trunks and are presently under .coal by the Kerr York 
State Dapartaeftt of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which appropdnatas $15 per oonth, is being paid by one Ct!££LOTT3 
MUZAR, 154 East 63rd Street, New York, Sew York, who is listed as the agent 
for SAVA EOS-triTIcn. 

Inquiry was also cade at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in Pew York City, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the tiso ofTEELA'5 death, and at which tine the letters property was placed 
under seal by the Pnited States Goverment. Mr. WALTER OOESEEB, Chief 
investigator for thfr Alien Property Custodian, provided a covor letter and 
a saagary of notarial? owned by TESLA at the tine of his. death which was 
erained by J0!E! 0. TEH?, of the office of SdE?JTIFIC fcSPJSUXl & trfrtW* 
iTTT. L'r* GDSS01! also stated; that his file in this natter reflected that 
on the night TESLA died hid safe was forced open by a ropresontatiye Of the 
S3KP h Raasi SAFJ niiPANY. It'wsd Mr* OQISUC&’S belief that a Hr* SEE3ZEY 
who is believed to bo one ofthd editors Of the POPLAR S'TESC3 MAGAZINE was 
present In TESLA’S rooo shortly after tho S3fe was opened. These individuals 
ware KFLIS CEO192, ED!TAR0 PALRER, and J0E3- ,J. CORBETT. 

Thors, are enclosed herewith two typewritten copies of tho report by 
Mr. TP.VIP of the ALIEN PROPERTY 0D5T0BIAH reflecting the findings of Mr. 

TO*!IP, following his examination, of TP§LA , S effects. There is, also-enclosed 
herewith a phoiostatic copy of a list 6f persons associated, with NIKOLA 
TEEL*. This latter item was furnished by Mr. BEBG3TRESSER. 

The above information is. furnished for the bureau’s ihforsaticn, 
and no investigation is being conducted by this office. 

Vary truly yours, 

/ ' ■■■ ■ 

P. CO’T.OY, SAC 
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2SEKG (5SBPL-3H2) k *9 October 194% 


federal .Bureau, of Investigation. . • r 

?ederal Court House Building 

Hev Iorkj Hev York - V ' * 

Attention; Hr,., Harvey Both 

Gentlenen: 

ilt is f equested that in the interest of Uatiohal Befense,, 
access be given to ithe effects,of Br,.> Hicola ffesla held'^jkezji&tta^ 
Warehouse at 57th Street, Hev tori: City, Few York; 

We are desirous of obtaining pertinent information concerning 
projects under consideration by-the Control Equipment, Branch lot; \thd 
Equipment laboratory,! Engineering Division,* ‘Air fdchnical Service 
Connand* 4! '* " ”• * . % 

It is ; understood that Dr. ?esla, was vebl versed in the 
^particular field of investigatioa\ under study by the Arioy Air ’Forces;, 
and it is, believed that, the data fron ts estate ©ay assist us 
further* % * . ^ ’ 

ii - , , 

Bespectftally yours. 


L/C. CRAiGIE, 

Brigadier General, U. S. A. - 
Chief, Engineering Division 
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Director, FBI 
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BKKMCT SUBJECTS* 

SAVA KOSAKOVIPIIJ, , 

Experimentdond research,of JffKOEA' TESLA' (deceased) 
jspibffloEr jr ' : * 


Dear Sir.* 

* V t 

Reference io Bade to a letter dated October 1% 1945, captioned as 
-above, which contains a auamary of recept- infomation received by this 
office relative to the effects of MIKOLA TESLA, deceased, inventor. 

» ; »t. ’ * ; 

On October 26,. 1945, Private BIOYCE FITZGERALD, ASM 36916980, who 
is mentioned in the reference letter* called in person at the New York 
office together with Private DAVID y. PRATT, ASM 39293663 ,; £t. HERBERT 
0. 5CKUXT, and it. R.E. KODLE, all of a research development unit at 
bright field, Dayton, (Mo. These jaen carried a letter signed by BRIGADIER 
GEEEKAL L.C. CRAIGES, Chief Engineering Division, TTright field, requesting 
, .the assistance of this office in allowing the bearers of the letter 
' accG 3 s to-the effects of KKOLA.-TESLA. 

t 

It nap explained to Private FITZGERALD and hip associates that 
this office 1 had no jurisdiction oyor TESLA '3 effects, and ITTZQERAfj) was 
referred to the office of the Alien Property Custodian, which made a 
very thorough investigation of TESLA'S belongings following the inventory 
depth.. 


For 1 the Bureau's,infomation, Private FITZGERALD* and his associates 
.stated that the Array bolievop TESLA»s "Deatii Ray"- to be the only possible 
defense against the. atonic boab, and they feel, that poiJ 3 ibly the secret 
of the. "Death Ray" lies abong TESLA. 's effects, which occupy several trunks 
at the Manhattan storage Karehouso, Kew York City. Xt will he rec all ed 
that prior to TESLA'S death, FITZGERALD, Who is reported to be a brilliant 
young scientist, was taken by TESLA as his protege. 


This office is oonducting ho investigation on this natter* 


J 


y j 
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"Very truly yourP, 

fv 

- , v , „ E * E. com, SWri / 'V 
.r*. / W7 a * %’D *2,‘ -oi 
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March 2?th. 


HEHO SAC: 


RE; NICOLAI PESLAT 
SAVA N. KOSANOVIC 

On this date map. A. Belmont advised that one 
SAVA N. KOSANOVIC KS contacted the Burdgu and 
advised that he was formerly Yugoslav Minister 
in N.Y,C.,NY. He further stated that he was 
made administrator of the Estated of a relative 
NICOLAI PESLA who died 1-7-U3. Eesla had left 
all of his technical papers to be given to the 
institute of Belgrade. 


-...MR. scwmt 

...jMp^rrgLMbNT 

^rffR-.W&EUN 

-MR. COLLIER 

....MR. GRANVILLE 
--MR. HUGHES 
—.MR. KENNEDY- 

_MR. LEWIS 

—-MR. .MARCHESS AULT 
.—MR. RAGAN^ 

■—ni^»^Cpervis©r 

ToJUY 
.MR. WALSH 
Amr. WOHL 
—JZpIEF CLERK 
...PROPERTY CLERK 
.—TRAINING UNIT 
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PESLASs papers vrere left in the Manhattan Storage 
Co, and the Manhattan Storage Co* advised him 
that the F.B.I. had made MICRO- FIIMS of all these 
papers* 

KOSANOVIC.requested that if the F.B.I. had done 
so, Trould it, be "possible for him to get a copy 
of same?????,??? ■ s , 1 

i ? ^ t v* 

EiSP BELUOlfT advised MR. KOSAhOVIC that he 
doubted very much; if the F;B*Tr had done this 
but he could check and .find out* 




h 

% 


Vn\ 


4 Insp* BELMONT requests -that, a* chedk be made on 
this matter 1 and if this is the case, was anything' 








Director, F3J ' April ,17, 1950 

SAC, New lork 

SAVA K0SAKD7IC 
INTELNAL SECDPITMU 
(Mile 65-47953) 


Debulet dated.April 3. last. 

Oil April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr. J.Y. POTTO, 

Vico Dre3ide.it of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Coapany, 52nd Street 
fc 7th Avenue, Hew York City, arid at that tide !Si. F07T3 advised that the 
rules of his fira required that, all, persons gaining access to good3 stored 
by Hcnhathan first had to fill out an Appropriate fora sotting forth thoir 
naaes, date of visit, end reason for, requesting access to the goods. 

In a review of the file'pertaining to the storage of the effocts of; 

HI1DIA TESLA, )gc, P0JT3 revealed that only ona such visit. had been cado by 
persons outside of the nanagenont of Manhattan Storage itselT. This one 
occaasion took place on January 26 and 27, 1943, at which tine representatives 
of the Alien Property Custodian Bade a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the JESLA estate. 

The TESLA effects are stored in roors 5J and 51 of Manhattan Storage's 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue, Key. .York City. UK. MICHAEL KING, who 
Stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he could recall only the one- occaasion. in early 1943 
virtu ekaain ation Vtas pads of the TESLA effects. He stated that at that 
tins nuaerous. photographs wore taken by the examinersEis description of 
the equipment used would tend to sliow that a aicrofilm reproduction was node 
of sees of the papers of tha deceased scientist. te. KEIIO added that several 
of the group caking the examination, wore U.S. Navy unif6m3, and during the 
two days required to conplote the examination the civilian assistants, in the 
group were identified to bin only as npEBENAl AUTBjKETIES'*. According to 121. 
KIKO, no other instance of aicrof lining of the records of tha TEClA estate has 
taken place since that tine. 

It should be noted that the fureau was infonaad of the examination cen- 
tiched above by New York letter (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945* 
entitled BUBOES SUBJECT; SAVA MOSlSpTlCH* Experinents A Research pi HDtPLA 
TECLA (JLcccaaed), Eepionage-U. 
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ERHiJJC 

105-1391 


letter to Director, FBI 

«I 105-1391 " ■ . - 

i 

* *■ 

'JR,# POTTS stated ttet no inquiry had been .received by Manhattan frdn 
SAVA H* ®SAH)VICH*ix>r had Manhattan infdraedhin* in any tray* that an ex¬ 
amination of the 2ESIA effects* had been node By anyone# In fact* added ilSR* 
POTTS* the only correspondence relating to the TESIA estate has oeen in the 
fora of hills for storage. 

*« t 

VR t P0TI5 stated that any 1 personal inquires regarding the estate -would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date ip- such inquiries have been mage* 

'Interviewing agents explained, to 15R. POUTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned above, tos not instigated by the Bureau, nor - had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination* ' 

Unless .advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated by this 
office. CICSED. 



MEMO 


Re; 





r&^CHEIDT 
,C:Mr. witcuh 

....MIUCfaUER 

L-KB. njUNVULB 

£K. •’ssaCl't 
VrMR.K- > 

...*W ™S0h 

ii&rxsa 

jjn.ftr-UVAN' 
..,3m. wamSH 
...m wo.x 
,CCTe cixes 

...Prv^EHTYt^ERS 

k taA5NLsa .tJHrr“ 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS? ' 

SAVA kOSAHOVICH; “ 

Experiments and Research of NIKOLA. pSLA (deceased) 
ESPIONAGE - M 


New York, N. Y> 


, ~ At 10:40 A. M*> 2 / 5 / 5 I, MrY Carl Hennrich, bureau, called rela¬ 

tive to_the following individuals:— ABRAHAM SPANEL; RALPH BERGSTRESSER/ 
NIKOLA *ESLA. 

Mr.. Hennrich said NIKOLA ^ESLA had died “some years hack; that 
he had heen quite a scientist; and-was supposed to have been, ptior to 
his death, working on death rays? After he died there Were allegations 
made that among his papers, were material from which a death ray could be 
developed* w a result of — which pe Alien -Enemy Custodian seized all his 
documents. 

« 

V * . « 

.ABRAHAM SPANEL'nsed to be with International Latex Corp.' Dur¬ 
ing the years, there have been a number of nonspecific' complaints received 
re SPANEL*s alleged- CP sympathies>„ One of these, complaints came from 
RALPk BERGSIRESSER. 

* • .1 

RALPH BERGSTRESSER,- in 2945, visited the NlO and talked with. 

SA Harvey Rath, Mr. Rath reported this to the Bureau in memo dated 
-IO/ 17/45 under the title, UNKNOWN'SUBJECTS; SAVA KOSAHOVICH, EXPERIMENTS - 
AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA KESLA (Deceased) ; ESPIONAGE - »M, That memo re¬ 
flects an interview'with RALPH BERGSTRESSER in which REPRESSER fur¬ 
nished information regarding SPANEL and also fegarding f pSLA papers. 

The inference was SPANEL was trying to get hold of^SLA papers for 
some sinister purpose,. As a result of that contact, NYO,contacted the 
Alien Enemy Custodian and found they had submitted the*pSlA papers in 
X9&3 to M.I.T, and a representative >of M.I.T. had furnished them with 
information that they found no information that would be helpful oi to 
an unfriendly nation. 
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Memo- 


1 • ' 


Now, BERGSTRESSERj the early part, of last year/ wrote to 
Senator Joseph fadCarthy and ibe .Senator turned his. letters over tot 
%he Bureau, One of the letters to Senator McCarthyvas regarding 
S?ANEL. jtn that letted he'adwisedlJdCak^ ‘ % 

-days in about April, 19%$? to explain; -the entire story tcr*the FBI 
in New York City., He said they started ah irkvestigation against 
SPANEL and after a few weeks indicated that their hands were tied;, 
that there was nothing the FBI could do as they had been stopped 
from a higher levels They did not say yes or .ho in reference'to 
SPANEL; in other words > they would i}ot commit themselves too much. 
However , they later indicated that apparently my suspicions were 
true, HARVEY RATH> the P3I agent,who I dealt with most f resigned r 
his job and requested that X never discuss this matter with him " «■ 
again; that he had a wife ahd family to, consider, I "asked him if 
there wasn't some hope left and he stated, that the "X»t hope was. , 
Congress.“ X have never seen or contacted him again as per his 
request. t 

^ ** * 

Mr, Hennrich said Sehator McCarthy burned this material 

over to the Bureau last June* or July,' but nothing was done about 
it. The other day Westbrook Peglef was in town and stopped ih to , 
See Asst* Dih. B. B. Nichols-, at which. time he, spoke; alotabout 
SPANEL. Sometitae ago SPANEL sued Peglerfor libel and now it ap- r 
pears PEGLER* is out to get him. One of Pegler *8- contacts-is BERG- 
STRESSER. When Mr. Nichols reviewed the Bureau files in this mat¬ 
ter^ he inquired about the reason why former SA Harvey Rath had 
.not been interviewed ih this 'matter* 

“ j t 

.Mr* Hennrich requested that former SA Harvey Rath be 
interviewed and that we find out what he has to say in addition 
to the information reported by him in NY letter to the Bureau 
IO/ 17/45 mentioned above. 


WILLIAM. M. WHELAN, AsAC 
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I-5EM0 : » 

• Her UKKKOWH SUBJECTS; 

SAVA KOSAEOVICH; /. • 

‘ Experieents and Research of NIKOLA KESLA, (deceased) 

, ■ , ESPIONAGE - - ‘ 1 . ' 

^ ** " ' * A ,* * l * I 4 . 

i 1 ? ^ 

> i - - ’ * . ! 

At 10:40 A* M*, 2/5/51/* .Mr* Carl Eennrich, Bureau/ called rela-. 
tive to the following individuals:— ABRAHAM£PAEEL; RALPH BERGS1RESSHI; 
NIKOLA KESLA,. \ , \ : 

« l&y Hennrich said NIKOLA. KESLA had died some yearsback; that 
he had been 4uite* a scientist; ‘and was supposed to.ihaye been, prior to 
his death,working on death rays * Af ter he died there yerO allegations, 
made that among his papers were material from which a death ray could he 
developed, as ,a result of which the. Alien Enemy Custodian seized all his 
documents* \ ; " / 

AERAHAM SPANEL used to be with International Latex COrp r Dur¬ 
ing the years, there have been .a number ,of nonspecific complaints received 
re SPANEL'.s alleged CP sympathies - 1 One of these complaints came from. 1 
RALPH'BERGSteESSER* /. * '* 

RALPH BERGSIRESSER,. in 19^5, Visited the 1JYO and talked with' •*, , 
SA HarveyRath. Mr,Rath reported this to the Bureau in memo dated 
10/17A5 under the title, UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; SAVA KOSAKOVICfi, &CPERBSENTS 
AND RESEARCH OP NIKOLA KESLA (Deceased) ; ESPIONAGE - M, # That memo re¬ 
flects an interview with RALPH ^BERGSTRESSER In Which BERGSIRSSSEI^ fur- ; > 
♦nished information regarding SPANEL and also regarding HESI*A, papers, 

The inference was SPANEL- Was trying to; get hold' o^KESLA papers for 
some sinister purpose, As a result, of that contact, NYO ^contacted the. 
Alien Enemy Custodian and found they had submitted the KESLA, papers in 
1933 to M.f.T. and a representative of M,I*Ti hadfurnished thed with 
Information that they found no Information that would be helpful of to 
an : imfriendly nation, * 
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Memo 


Mow, JffiRGSISESSER, the early part of last year, .wrote to. 
Senator Joseph. McCarthy and. the Senator turned Me letters oyer to 
the Bureau. One of the letter? to Senator lie Car thy was. regarding 
SPAIEEjt In-that letter-he adviselKcCarthy that he had. taken two 
days in-about: April;. 19,45, to explain the entire story to the FBI 
in-few fork City. Be said they started an investigation against 
SPMJL and .after a feu weeks indicated that their handh were tidd ; 
hut that there was nothing the RBI could do as they had been stopped 
from a higher level. They did not Eay yes or no in reference to. 
SPAHEBj in other words, they would not eohait themselves too much. 

' However, they later? indicated that apparently my suspicions were, 
true. RARVEY RASH, the FBI agent who 1 dealt with cost, resigned 
his job and requested, that 1 neyer discuss this matter with him 
again; that he had a. wife .and family to consider^ 1,asked hint if' 
there vasn't stiah hope left; and he state! that. the "ficChope wa's 
Congreas,” Ihave never seen or contacted .hirr again as per his 
request. 


Mr. Hennrich said Senator Me Cat thy turned this material 
over to the Bureau last June or July, hut nothing was done about 
it, ihe-other day festbrook Pcjief >as .in town end Stopped; in to 
see Asst. ,Dir,. 1, B.. ifichols, at which -time he spoke hlot about 
SPASEL. Sometime, ago BFAlffiC shM Pe&LOir for -libel and now- it ap¬ 
pears PEGLER is out to get- him. One of Pegler*.® contacts ih BERG-*- 
S1RESSER, When Mr, Rlchols raVieyed the Bureau, file* in this mat¬ 
ter, he inquired about the reason why forma? SA. Harvey Rath had 
not been interviewed in. this mattery 

Mr,, hennrich requested that former-SA- Harvey Rath bp 
interviewed'and that; We find out what he In? to say in Addition 
to. the infornatioa reported by hid in NY -letter to the Eureka 
16 / 17/45 mentioned above* » 

WHUIAK li. KBHLAH, ASAG 
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Directory FBI 

Att; Inspector Carl Ecnnrlch 
SAC*. Eev York 

cisam-rquBJECTS; 

SAVA KOSAEOVICH; 

Experiments tad Research of MIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 

'egpiorMs - ii 


Reference is cade to telephone call froa Inspector Carl Heinrich, 
Bureau, to ASAC W. H. Whelan* 2/5/51* 


The Rureau pointed out 'they were in receipt of a letter written 
by RALPH ISjGSSSESDER to Senator Joseph McCarthy relative to one ABRAHAM 
CPAEEL in which he ohe3 certain allocations about conversations which he 
had with forcer SA Earvey E. Eath. On 2/8/51, Kr* Eath cane to this office 
and furnished the following inforaytion: 


After reviewing HY letter to Bureau, lO/rf/45 which had* been Sic.-' 
dated by RATH, he recalled that on 8/9/45 BSIQS3SES323 cans to the lew york 
Office tad furbished eoae nonspecific informtion and he again appeared at 
the Eew York Office and spoke to I'x. Rath 9/27/45* Ail of the infornatioa 
furnished by EESG33RESSER was reported in the above referenced letter. 
These are the only two visits Mr. Eath recalls BIT.G3EE3'3IR ever having 
cade to this office. 


For the Bureau’s inforcatio’n, a search of HY files reflect 
BIT.G3TSE03ER cane to this Office on aether natter and. furnished a cca- 
plaint 8/10/42, which ratter has no relation whatsoever to the above 
captioned natter* It should be pointed out also that the inforsation 
furnished by EESGSTRESSEl in 1942 was also of a nonspecific nature. 
This inf creation wad set forth in report of SA John T, fcurphy, MY, 
10/22/43, in the case entitled JOSEPH THEODORE WALE3CK, was.; ESP, G, 


Kr. Eath recalls that he left-the Bureau in Iby, 1945, to • 
enter private industry; that sostetioe after his rc3i£?atioa BER332E&S1 
contacted hia tolcphonically at his Place of business. EC could offer no 
explanation as to bow E21G3TSE33ER knew where he va3 e^jloyed. JEE533E3- 
DEM, at that time, asked bin if the FBI was doing anything about the nat¬ 
ter he bad previously reported and Er. Eath recalls having told hla that 
that was spnathing about which he could offer no inforsation since he had 
officially resigned his connection with that agency. F.ath reaenbers 
specifically inforaing EESG3TSEC3ER that,- if be, bad any further inforpa^ 
tion to provide* be should take saae to the Eew York Office where soaee'ae 
fully qualified would be cognizant of all facts previously furnished. 

Hr. Eath has not beard froa B2HG3T2EC3ER since that phone-call. Ee has 


KM:EP3 

65-12290 




" i ii' 


tj -z 4 


KShKFB 
65 - 12290 


further /that Just after he left the Bureau, he received calls froa 
several persons, particularly confidential sources he had developed} 
with whoa he had left his hone phone to take inquiries of Mo or to 
give hin information and he» id all instances, node it a practice 
to refer then to the Heir York Office Just as he did BEFiGSlSESSESU 

The files of the* Hew. York Office definitely indicate that 
BERG3TRE3SER did not furnish any infornation to this office in 
April, 19^5, as he Hah alleged, but that he cane to this office on , 
two separate occasions, raneiy 6/9A5 and 9/27/k5» 

4 v With regard toBERGSSBESSEt'sallegation that the FBI star- " 
ted an investigation against SPAiJEL and-sifter a few weeks indicated 
their hands were tied, the Bureau is advised that there is. no record* 
in this office Of our ever starting on investigation of SPAH3L and, 
as a tatter of fact .SPAHEL resides in Delaware ahd such an investiga¬ 
tion would not he undertaken by this, office. RATH advised that he 
at no tine advised BE&GSTRES3ER that the Bureau Was undertaking any- 
InvebtiCition-of SPAHEL and neither' did he ever indicate that the 
Bureau was not Investigating hint because its hands- were tied. Ee 
never indicated to BERGSIRES3ER that hid (BERG3raEfeS' , S) suspicions 
relative to SPAHEL were either true or false. 

Relative to BERGSTRESSER-’p knowledge that RM. was. carried 
and had a fenily, Mr. Rath advised this knowledge bay have been given . 
to EEP.G5TRE3SER in the following way* The interviews* between RATE 
and BERGSIRESSER had been friendly.. When ^RGSTRESSER called. RATE 
after he bad left the Eureahy sonotine in 19h6, RAffi believes BERG- 
S5KES3ER asked hid why he left the Bureau and RAIS says he ray have 
replied that he had a wife and family and had recently purchased a 
boqe in Hew Jersey and found the needs of PB1 service to travel around , 
difficult for hin under the circumstanced. Kr» Rath said he definitely 
did not ask BEP.G3TRESCER not to call hin or ever discuss this ratter 
with hin because* he had a. wife and fenily. He did request BERG3IRE53ER 
not to call hin in this natter any nore since he Was no longer connected 
with' the FBI and such natters shduld be diedussed with a representative 
of that, organization. 
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■Hr. Bath further states that he did not fUsSuss the 
nor its of this case in any way during. his last telephone 4oav,er». 
cation with BIBG33BESS21' •and, hence, hi is positive that ha 
ieVer tsade &ny htatenenp that therevah no\hopd leftor that, 
"the last hppe : was -congress'’* 

Since the fane phone call referredto above Yx. Hath 
has Oihii.no contact whatsoever with E3GS5BES3H and he has 
never heard anything froti, hia or eifaouh hia. 
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PEE 2 SAVO, 132. West 73th Streep, llptf York 
24, Ecu York, a. united Stated cipiscn of Yugoslav - 
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily furnishes 
the Ecu York office With information ha considers to * * 
to in the intdrestsof the-,security of the United 
States aovennont, furnished Special AcCnP 
NICHOLAS J.llASTEGVICI the following information on \ , -■ 

mt 3| is57t 

SAVO Stated that a certain woman, named 
Ifra, kakcafe? uTOr^'uho lives with .her husband, 

JOhU, 'at the colonial hotel, 51 VJost 01st Street, hew ', -* 
York 24, lieu York, has teen issuing newsletters which 
contain information pertaining to flying saucers . - 
and interplanetary matters. 

SAVO stated that in his opinion llr. And ,» 
Hro. SIOFiIl are exploiting 'the reputation and genlua 
.of 1IIK0LA 3SSLAi- deceased, inventor of Yugoslav * " - 

extraction Who ahityed world wide. fame aS a result of 
his inventions in the I&iited States. 

KJSLiwas torn in Smil^an, Yugoslavia in 
Jily, 1559 and. cane to the United States in 1894 - 
and became a naturalised United States citisen. In 
lGoo tesla d03icneathe arc-lighting system and-two. ■ ^ 
years later he ihvonted the Tesla motor and designed 1 
a plan for the transmission of alternating current'. ; 
In subsequent years, CESLAis discoveries and inventions - 
inchdod such fields and appliances as wireless 
communication, electrical oscillation, radiant power* and 
radio active' matter. After 1900, communications, 
end wireless power transmission occupied moat of 
his research, ■' ’ f 

2 - Eusau (RH) (encs.2), •’ * f v - - 

L -Xosi Angeles;, (Info) (Enc-1.1.) (RIjl) 

J m York (65-12^30) - v l . 

(n / - ■ ‘ . , - , *■ ' - * 





TESLA.'e only military invention Was. a method, 
to Which, he once eluded but neyr fully described. 

This invention was a means whereby an impenetrable 
"v;all of force" can be erected around the limited * , 

States' borders Which would render helpless any . --- 
military attack, TSGIA disclosed the existence , 
of his plan in 1934 and stated he. intended to present, 
it to the Geneva Conference but seldom referred- to it 
Afterward. , - " 


The "ifevf Vorie Times" dated 9/22/40,. 
carried an article sotting forth UlQDLA. TESfiA's plan for a 
"Death Ray"* This article Included information to 
'the effect that TESLA, on his- 84th birthday,* duly 10, 1940, 
advised Hew Vork Tices reporter’ liHiLlAH A. LAWRE11CE 
that he Mis ready to divulge to the United States 
Government the secret of his "toleforco"> with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 mile3 so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built .around the country against any * - 
attempted attack by an; enemy airforce no fatter now 
large* According to TESLA, this 1! tolcforeo" was * 

based dh an entirely new principle of Physios that * - 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
thxirinclplo -embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission cf oicetrieal pov?er .from a distance^ 
for-which; he received a number of baoid patents _ 

TESLA stated that this new typo of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a _ . - 

Square c centimeter In diameter and could be , - / 

generated, from A special plant that Would coat no more 
than Wo million dollars and would take Only about three •.. 
months to castruct. TESLA stated that A dzen such 
plants located at strategic points along the coast, ' - 
according to TESLA, would bo enough ho defend the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks, - ' 

TESLA- stated, that this beam would melt any engine - 

and would also ignite ejcpldslves aboard any bomber* 

TESLA stated that no possible defence against it could 4 
be devised and He assorted that the beam would be all 
penetrating, 
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, TESJA Btatcd to Hr,- I4UB&CE. that ho 
nl;c3 onolnportantatipulation before ho Would 
diyulge this .secret to the United Stated Government 
and that #an that Should tho united State Government _ 
dOcide to take up hio offer/ he would, go to work at 
Once hut that the United. States Government would have 
•to trust hin. «JSSIA stated that ho ttoxild cuffer 
T4 interfepened froa e^prts.''. r > 

( 4 “ ~ ~ * _ fi * 

In this "lfctf y 0 rk Tir.ee" article Mr, LAWRENCE ’ 
tvteontod that with condition? as they tore In 1940/ 
and with tho United States getting ready to spend 
Pillions of dollars, for National, Defense/ Mr,' TESLA.'& 

Great reputation at an inventor/ who always wad nany 
„years ahead of his ties* should be giyen careful , , u 
consideration* J&v LAWRENCE sfcfced/ in his opinion/ 
the United StatpS should take Kr> TESLA: 

at *4? Word and cosaib3ibn hin,to go ahead With the 
construction of hi a ^teleforco" plant* 

* * . ' .1^ 

The Hew York file of Iir* TESLA bears np 
indication that any additional doyelopachth.WQre 1-.- 
oarriod on in connection iilthTESA^s invention and 
thothor or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to thp United States Goyernnenty " " ; 

TESLA died at the age. of 85 on January 7/ 1943 

4 . \ 

llr. SAVO treyided a two-page-copy of tha ' - 

' above mentioned newsletter which Mr* and Mrs, STORM- V . 
hayo been distributing in connection With tho alleged 
-invention by TESLA, which, according to Hr* ad 

4<, STOFJJ, consists of a radio typo rachine known as 
* tup Tosia Spt which wap invented by Hr. TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary cernahication, Mr, and Mrs. STORM 
Slain that TESLA'S engineers did hot complete the 
TeSla set until, after TESLA'S death in 1943* Ik** and 
MyOi SS0RI1 clain that this Set was placed invoportion 
m 1950 and since that tine TESLA engindcra hive been * 
in close touch ^th* Space hhips*. etc.: - - ' p. 
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. _ Kto Eotfolottcf furnished hy fhv SAVO included 
the following nassju *- 


implies cfci 



Big Zlloa of the llc>t ZerX Office contained 
no pertinent information ‘ rc^ardin^ any Of the 
Xcoyo nentLoned individual cu ' 

B:o photoitatic copied of thia newsletter 
are Tboins cent to the £urcau for purposes of 
Information while one copy is hoina ouhnittid to 
the Lop Angeled Office for information purposes, 


